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'* 000160(1108: oatioDS aocieot Homer claim, 
And Mantua glories io her Maro's oame; 
Our happier moil the prizcr8hi|41 yield to ocmc — 
Ar(Unna'4 grures. shall boast an Addison! 
Bach land remote your curious eye has riewM, 
That Grecian Arts H}t Roman' Arms subdued ; — 
Say, then, accomplbhed Bard,, what god inclinM 
To these our* humble plains your generous mind? 
You would not deign in Latiau fields to dwell,— 
(Which none kiiav^/llettei^LOtJdeacrfbe so well) 
Your wiser choice prefers this spot of earth 
Distinguished by the immortal Shakspeare's birth ! 
■""Where thro' the vales'^thtf feiir Avona 'glides, 
And no«i4sh«6 tha. githe^ »ith^ JUUmngUtiJM 
Here, on the painfepd bomlf if \of ntheir flood 
The Babe was bom! — his bed with roses strew'd! — 
Here, in an'aticient venerdbhf dome 
Oppressed with gr4«*>w«« yi«wt:THB^>PoET'8 tomb! 
Angela^^unsccn watch o'er, hia hallowed uco, 
And in soft elegies complaining mourn! 



»» 



From Someryille's ** Verses io Mr. AddUorC^; who bad at 
the period of the address being written, taken up'hift residence in 
the author^s native County. 

« Warwickshii'e. 




a»0iT<iitito> actottnt. 



" Dor Son of n«uory <— fint Heir offcMA 

" no* in ow wMidar aBd Mtooi 
« Hut built tlir«eir> UtcIoiic ■ 



nili-T«H. 



Such vu the energittic language which the British Eagle 
applied to the Bard of Avon, — the pride and glory of his 
conntry ; whote merits, it has beea jostly obaerved, have 
obtained for him a renown, eitablished on so solid a founda- 
tion, as to bid defiance not only to the caprices of fashion, 
but to the canker of Time — which, while it is cantinually 
washing away die dissoluble fabrics of other Foets, passes 
without injury by the adamant of Sbakspeare.* His fame, 
on eagle wing, bss soared far tnd iride; and -his works, 

• Dt. Johnion^ PrdwJSk 
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which will make him **look fresh to all ages/' when ** brass 
and marble fade,* " have found their way into some of the 
remotest corners of the globe. 

By many the attempt to add to a fame so durable and peer- 
lessly splendid as that which now irradiates the name of 
Shakspeare, maybe considered futile, and some, indeed, may 
be tempted to exclaim in the language of the great Bard 
himself-- 

^ To gfuard a title that Was rich before. 

To gild refined gold or paint the lijy, 

To throw a perfume on the violet, 

To smooth the ice, or add another hue 

Unto the rainbow, or with taper light 

To seek the beauteous eye of heaven to garnish. 

Is wasteful and ridiculous excess/* 

Yet by others it has been thought that many of the Poet*s 
commentators have shed new lustre on his fame, and that his 
wolrks^ being 

PrunM by their care, bis laurels loftier grow 
And bloom afresh on his inmioital brow. 

Broom, 

Some such feeling as that which excited the labours of 
those learned men, we trust actuated the celebrated Garrick 
to institute the Jubilee of 1769. We are aware, however, 
that other motives, far less honourable, have been attributed 
to him. ^' Whatever they might be (says the learned His- 
torian of Stratford,) f the design was certainly noble in itself, 
and in spite of all the ridicule and opposition, which envy or 
malice exerted, it was carried into execution ; the perform- 
ance was received with universal approbation; and it was 
allowed, by gentlemen of the first rank in the literary world, 
that no occasion of festivity ever was or ever could be more 
justifiable, than that of paying honours to the memory of 
80 great an ornament to his country, as the inimitable 
Shakspeare." 

As the following particulars are said, by some of pur 



* Digges* Epitoph. t Mr. Wheler. 



contemporaries, to contain the true origin of the Jabilee, 
get up under the tuperintendence of the Eng^lish Roscius, 
the introduction of them here may not altogether prove un- 
acceptable to the reader. 

In the year 1768, theOorporation of Stratford-upon-Aron, 
assisted by the subscriptiona of the neighbouriBif gentry, 
rebuilt their Town Hall ; soon after which, the celebrated 
George Alexander Steevens visited his friend, the late Mr« 
John Payton, the proprietor of the White Lion Hotel, at 
Stratford, who having invited several of his acquaintances 
to spend the evening with his entertaining visitor, the con* 
versation turned upon Shakspeare, the Mulberry Tree, and, 
finally upon the newly-erected edifice, when regret was 
expressed that they possessed no statue to occupy the empty 
niche left in the north front. Shakspeare's occurred as the 
most appropriate; and Steevens, delighted with the idea, 
suggested an application to his friend Garrick, then in the 
^ zenith of public favor, to give a benefit at his Theatre, or 
otherwise promote a fund towai'ds defraying the expense of 
the proposed statue of the Poet. This hint ^eing approved 
by the company, Steevena observed, that as Garrick was 
fond of praise and profit; he would, if it were possible, turn 
the measure to his pecuniary advantage, at the same time 
that th^^ntimation would gratify his vanity ; and, under this 
conviction, Steevens addressed him on the subject. Stee- 
vens*s engagements taking him to Worcester in a day or two 
following, he there received Garrick*s answer, which in no 
manner declined. the general wish expressed by the appli- 
cation; and a correspondence then took place between 
Garrick and the Corporation, in which he acquitted himself 
with so much address, that the freedom of the Borough 
being voted to him, it was conveyed in a box made 
of Shakspeare's mulberry tree, which highly flattered the 
well-known vanity of Garrick. Such were the incidenu, 
however unpromising in their first appearance, to which 
this remarkable festival was indebted for its origin. 
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W« find, , tHat in the tainmer of 1709, Garriek derotad 
Maliour^ to tkt Gotnpletidii of the design "vrhich he li'ad ^6 
lotijg^ meditated and liad so much at heai't. The festival on 
that occaisiion lasted three days* and was both numerouslj 
and hrilliantly attended* Many penions of the highest rank 

^ Tbe fiftt optahafffittMt Jubfl^-wtt iailiiOttn(<ed«botit 5'oVlQifek 
IMitti»4iiovaiiigr ^f tfieM ofSeptaadbtr^by ihe diidulrigtBof sa piMtes 
ol||auMi9B» >(16pf tba^ 92-p9aA4jeii,). 13 cobovnt, and «oine morterv 
plaiUed. OB the bankt of the Atou. The principal ladi^ were serenaded 
liiider the Windows, by a nuiaber df comedians, 'fencif^iHy dt^s^,' wha 
vang'an^appropriate soiig,^atid wepe a«eompanied by a'Mll bakid. At 
€%bt o^doek the Corporation assembled, and haviag^ appointed Mr. . 
Qflurrick, steward, invested him with the insignia of bis office;, riz. a, 
medal (on which was carred a bust of Shakspeai^e lichly set in giM^ 
and a wand, Iniih formed of the celebrated mulberry-tr^. At nine a 
f\ibkie BraakfiMt was held at Shakspeare's Hall, during whieh* band 
{>^yed aeyeral.martial and popular pieces of music. At half-past ten 
the company proceeded in regfular oixler to the Churchy where the 
Oratorio of Jtuliih, Composed by l>r. Arne, was performed under his 
diiteetioii, in a temporary orchestra erected under theorg<an. Th^ 
ckK>russes were full, and Uie band, which comprised the wbolei of Drviy 
l^ne orchestra, was excellent. After the Oratorio, the company weiU 
ill procession to the Amphitheatre, where upwards of 700 ladies and 
g^entlemen sat down to ah elegant ditinet. At ni^bt the Whole town 
was iUuminated, and fireworks ^let off. tinder the dtteetiOD of M.' 
Angelo. There was also ti brilliant assembly at the Amphitheatre^ 
which was beautifully lighted up. — "this magnificent octagonal, 
building, capable of holding 1000 persons, was ^erected upon the 
Bancroft, close to the river Aron, at theexpense of the €orp|irfttion, 
assisted by the neigl|bouring, gentry* It was coustrutted upon the 
plan of the celebrated Ranelagh Rotunda, and measured 70 feet, 
diameter within the columns, and 120 feet in total width ; comprising^ 
within its limits, an ordiestra capable of containing 100 performers. 
It was supported by a circular colonnade of <CurinthilEUi columiw^ 
the capitals and bases of which were richly gilt. From the centime 
of the dome, whiiih was beautifully painted, was suspended a splendid 
ehandelier, containing eight hundi'ed wax lights. In the varioua 
compartments of the wainscotting, were tasteful and appropriate 
devices richly executed. — The. Second Day's Enteftainmenta. 

commenced with a Public Bi'eakfast at Shakspeare's Hall, whence . 
the company proceeded to the Amphitheatre, where the Ode, upon 
dedicating the newly.4»i*ected Hall, and erecting a Statue, to Shak. 
sp«ai:e, was parformed. This beautifitl composition was aet to >masic 
by Dr. Arne^ who coifibined all the powers of harniQi^ to du juntiffa . 
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and quality 9^ of both lexes^ tome of the moat edohnitod 
beauties of th« age» and men distioguithed for their wit» 
genius, and loye of the elegant arts, thought themseWet 
happy to fill the grand chorus of this high Festiyal."* , 

A similar Festiyal, upon a smaller scale^ and to be coo- 
tinued annually was contemplated the next year, but the 
attempt failed; and Mr. Malone's design of promoting a 
commemoration of the Jubilee in 17d4> was also abandoned 
in consequence of the national gloom arising from the hor* 



to the subject. The recitative was ipoken hy Garrick himself^ with 
tnch grvLce, energy, and propriety, that music was compelled to 
yield the palm to the superior force and hasmony of speidcing. A 
Pablic Dinner was gvrea at three o'clock, and the town at Di|^ 
WAS agrain illuminated. The Bust of the Poet in the Chancel of the 
Church, was adorned with festoons of laurels, bays, &c. and at the 
hesd of his gf rave-stone were garlands of flowers and evergreens. 
The Masquerade at the Amphitheatre was attended by upwards of 
lODO persons ; and so great was the demand and the shjrt supply 
of dresses^ that the meanest sort were hired at 4 guineas each, and 
very su-so Spanish Bi'esses fetched the enormous sums of 15 and 20 
guineas. — On the Third Day the weather was so unfavourable, that 
the Pageant, representing^ Shakspeare*B principal characters from 
his plays, which it )Mras intended should walk in procession from the 
College to the Amf^itheatre, was abandoned. The Race, however, 
I upon Shottery Meadow, for the Jubilee Cup, (value 50 guineas) 
whereon was engraved Shakspeare's Arms, and other appropriate 
decorations, was run for by the following 4-yr-old horses, of various 
qualifications, (2 mile beats) ;-~ 

Mr. John Pmtt's (of Newmarket) br. c. Whprligig, .... 5 1 1 : 

Hon. Mr. King*s b. c. Mer/^fi, ••••• 1 5 4 

Mr.Watson'sgr. c. 8feacih/,.... 4 2 2 

Lord 6rosvenor*s ch. c. ScholeSj by Whistle- Jacket,,, *• 2 4 3 

Mr. Fettyplace*s b. c. Papillion, by Romulus, . • 3 3 5 

In the evening there was a lanre assembly at Shakspeare*s Hall, at 
which Ciarriok danced a minuet with considerable grace. Ihus' 
tclosed a ceremony which had excited the greatest intei'est through, 
out the country.*— F<<fe A/urphp*e Aewuni of the JubUee, and 
WheUr'e Hixtory of Stratford: 



• Wheler*s History of Stratford. 
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rors, of the reyolutionary vrar then carryings on in France. 
For Ite »ex^ 90 /i^ik't^v Witf riNidisf ilityftfrtherMtertip^ 
nulde bf the StratfordiaAt, M cel^bra^ tHe fe^r^ of ihtit 
iUflilMBt tcM^fltsioany by a ^irit^e eil^ibitieii; 

In \6!U, Mr. Thomas Hyde/'Mine Host of the Falcon/** 
and abdol a dozen othiNr ihdiTidiiaU of Stratlo^df tothM- 
aetic* admirers of 8hftk«]f>eare»^ beings aiMfttib^ ^t a di'tftftf' 
ai Ihat imt^ to commeibortte hi« natal diiy» fotmefd theili^ 
•bWei int6 a locieiy/ Tbi»ori^««ted Th^ SMk$pMrttk 
CM; ita earliest wemberi chiefly eona)sttn|f 6f th^t efastf 
of the inhabitants to which the Bard and his family be- 
longed. Their intentions were, at first limited to the 
gMIfication of their personal prictc, in the fame of their 
iliiistriotts townsman^ and to social periodioid mcetit»g« ki 
hedioiir of Int meteory. 6ul he who 

^ ■ I ■!■■ wag not lor an ag^e^ but fer all tinCM)**^— 

is M less the ttditiil*atioh of all ifieii ; and the nencleusof his 
tdtaries beings thus formed, it has continued to extend its 
ciroie^ until the o)>erations of the 8hnkspeiilrean Cldb kre 
falfteomiflig^ mott eommensiirate to the feelings imd the wiidi^ 
of its i^atr6DS. It now consists of nearly 400 members; 
and some o^ the moat respectable inhabitants in tiie towA 
and oeigfibottrhodd,f hare countenanced the objects of the 

«Mr. AshiielcL 

t Tbe Club now inicliides amooir i'* Hemhera, ThosDaa Ariiwin, 
Bit. the present Chief Mag^istratc of Stratford ; AAdermen Chattaway, 
J. Mills^ Hitchiiiiai^ Holmes, T. Mills, BurmaOj Saundeip, Towiieaiid, 
and Dr. Cohollx, all of whom have passed the CiyicChaU*; M^as^. 
W.Snfluth, J.Gill, Rice, Greaves, JficIO, JLowc, J.Ward* S, Mills, 
W. BdUoh,'Jambr, and W. Sheldon, all Assistont Burgesses of the 
CprpQiyitioa.; The .Reverends Dr^ Wade, R. Morris, J. T. Jonita, 
J. HfrUng, and £. M. lH«ade; W. O. Hunt, J. Higgins, F. Canning, 
T. More^ E. Stobht, % CrcMwell, h Pemberton, J. M. Dovasloii, 
4.IM[iiioi^ W.Whit^oiue^ W. Cheeseman, T.Tasker, R.B. Wheter, 
£. Greares, and Alaric A. Watts, Esquires; Mcis«f« ^roasanth, 
F* Raymond, Maeready^ Mathews, Serle, Palmer, T. Raymond, and 
seretai odier celebcat«l drunatie charaetcn. 



11 

elab» and sabttaatially aided its exertions. About the close 
of the year 1826, the Club anndunced its intention of eon* 
memoratiDg^ the ensuing^ Anniyersary of Shakspearo's 
Birtb (via. the 23rd of April, 1927^*). which by »siii|pilar 
eoincidencey is not only the adopted Birth day of our 
sug^ust Sovereig^Oy but also the Festival of St. Georgia. 
Thus affording^ the inhabitants of Stratford, who have ever 
beea distinguished for their loyalty (a. truly $baksf««sreaa 
feelin^gp,) not only an opportunity of testifying tbfir «»p-^ 
siterable attachment to their King:; but^ at jtha saiwis: |iaie» 
of payioj^ a tribute of respect to th? mem^ri^ of tbw 
iiiastiious Townsman. Hence the adoption of thf^ feilftw- 
ing^ appropriate motto by the Shaksp^area^ C(ife»«^ 

« Be we the fint 

^ Thftt «baU Mlvte qw rightful Hvrftti^^. 
'* With honour qC his birthright to the Crowp.** 

w We will not be tflack 

^ To play HfiBt pttft in Shatipe*^^ ftaKieattf,t 
^ And keep oar great St. George^s feast withal.** 

SilAKsrEARE—Henrjf VI, 

We now proceed t# g;ive- an oulUw ol Mre proceedings 
attendant upon the^r«l attempt to celebrate in a proper 
nanner, the Poet's Natal Day ; — premising^ that by tha 
unanimous assent of the thousands assembled on that occa- 
sion, the Akeritorious and arduous exertions of (he Jn/qr^ 
Club were crowned with ** glorious triumph l*^ We as(& tb^ 
term Jirst attempt because although A{r. Garrick, had 
made extensive and magnificent preparations for the exhi- 
bition of a Pageant, the state of the weather tptafly pre- 
vented the execution of that part of his pl^an. 

^ The 23d. of 4p.ril, which was thfe day of the Poet> birjkh, proved 
ilso like Petrach>, the day of his death. It is remarkable that on the 
jhttie d«y expired, in St>aiti, his great contemporary, Gerrantes (the au- 
thor of Don Uoncote j)^he world being thns dieprived, nearly at fbe 
lapi&e |Bomei9t8 qf the twp moit original wiiters which nM>dem ^rofpe 
lias produced. Shakspeare, with the completion of his 52d year, clotjid 
*'the fttrahge eyentfhl history*^ of his extraordinary life, in 1616. 

t la the origins), the words are ^ Fortooe^apageHit.'^ 



nitit Dajy Konday^ April 23) 1827« 



Atayerj early hour, the sounds of itineratit minstrelsy \. 
awoke the inhabitants from their slumbers, and about the 
same time a merry peal was heard to issue from the ancient 
tower of the Parish Church, followed, in rapid succession, 
by several discharges of cannon, planted on the banks of 
** Avon's silvery stream." 

Soon after six o'clock, all the roads leading to the town 
were thronged with people^some on foot, others on horse- 
back, and in carriages of every description,— 

« a grateful band, 

^ Ila8t*niii§r to their Poef s native laud, 
** With rites of Bportire revelry, 
«< To celebrate his Jubilee.'* 

And notwithstanding the gloomy and threatening state of 
the atmosphere, the interest generally excited by the event 
was such, that by eleven o'clock, not less, than from 20 to 
30,000 persons had congregated in the streets - of the 
Borough; many of whom had been attracted thither from 
remote parts of the country. As the morning advanced, 
the weather cleared up ; and every thing wore the air of 
gladness and festivity. 

Between twelve and one o'clock, the personages who 
were to play a part in the ceremonial of the day, having 
arrived, and the necessary arrangements beiiig completed, 
the Pageant of Dramatic Characters, filled up by Actors ^ 
from Mr. Raymond's Company,and Amateurs(from London^ 
Cheltenham, Warwick, &c. paraded the principal streets; 
accompanied with bands of music, dec.) 
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Upwards of 50 of the principal Characters from the 
Plays of Shakspeare appropriately and elegantly decora- 
ted,"^ walked in the Procession; the greater part being 
supported with infinite grace and spirit. The Members 
also of the Shakspearean Club formed part of tfie cavalcade, 
M^earing medals struck for the occasion, and a profusioa 
of the " Jubilee RihandJ' 

This grand and imposing spectacle, which had a most 
magnificent and, truly picturesque efiect, halted opposite to 
the house where the Great Bard *'drew his first breath;" 
and after his bust, (pdreviously fixed here for the purpose) 
bad been crowned by the Comic and Tragic Muse, a^iriti^d 
address written for the occasion was delivered. [This part 
ef the arrangement was both planned and executed with a 
considerable degree of taste and spirit, and was received 
by the united acclamations of all present.] Opposite thef 
Collegiate Church the Pageant agaia halted, and the epi^ 
taph set to music by Dignum,^ was very impressively sung 
by amateur vocalists. This being concluded, the route was 
continued to the scite intended for the erection of the New 
Shakspearean Theatre, where the Mayor, J. Mills, Esq. laid 
the first stone, f amidst the rejioiciagt of the assembled 
crowd, with the usual ceremonies. From hence the cavaU 



# Foe the loan of these rich and eostly dresses— prewpatihgr sueb a 
variety of costuine, the Shakspearean Club paid the sum of75 guineas 
to the proprietor, the celebrated Pa/m6r,of Tavistock-street, Londou. 

t A brass plate was then deposited in the cavity ef the stoiie, bearing 
the following* inscription^ — 

GENIO LOCI 

HOC THEATRUM 

D- JD- D- 

CONSOCIATIO SttAKSI*EREANA 

DIE APRILIS XXIII 

NATAU POETiB 
Ao. Di. MDCCCXXVII 
STRATFORDIA IDCIRCO JUBILANTE. 
D 



( 



cade proceeded to the Guild-hall, and the characters forming 
Ae Pageant, after having been three hours tngn^d in 
promenading, gradually dispersed. 

At half-past four in the afternoon, upwards of 200 per- 
sons sat down to a very elegant dinner provided for them 
at Shakspeare's Hall. The wines were excellent and the 
repast consisted of every delicacy the season afforded, which 
was served up in a manner highly creditable to Mr. Ashfield 
who conducted it. The room was crowded to excess long 
before the dinner was served up, and great numbers asked 
for tickets who could not be supplied. The company were 
highly respectable — many elegant speeches were delivered, 
loyal toasts, glees and songs, were abundant, and the com- 
pany did not break up till a late hour. In the course of 
the evening there were illuminations, fireworks, a grand 
masquerade, (at which upwards of 1000 persons were 
assembled) and other species of rejoicing : no disturbance 
occurred in the streets, and the whole of the day*s fes- 
tivities went off with great eclats 



Second Day^ Tuesday, 2i4th« 

The morning was ushered in by rejoicings similar to 
those of the preceding day, and the weather which had early 
presaged a stormy day gradually brightened lip, the town 
again presented a bustling and animated scene. Between 
11 and 12 o* clock, the public breakfast commenced in the 
great room at the White Lion Hotel, which was attended 
by upwards of 300 persons of the highest respectability in 
the town and neighbourhood. The apartment was elegantly 
and tastefully decorated, and the breakfast, consisting of a 
profusion of appropriate delicacies, was served up in the 
first style. A military band was in attendance: there was 
also a variety of recitations and songs, by amateurs and 
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professional singers. This very pleasing^ entertainiaent 
lasted upwards of two hours and a half, and gave Ibf 
g^reatest pleasure and satisfaction to the company assernbled. 

Roiher-street now became a great source of attraction 
to the country folk, as here were exhibited a profusion of 
raree-shows, wonderful curiosities, and Ryan's Olympic 
Gircns; Whilst groups of fashionably-dressed persons 
might be constantly seen traversing the banks of the *^ soft 
§owing Avon," or visiting the birth-place of the Bard, or 

directing^ their footsteps towards his ** hallowed tomb.'* 

..*''■''. 

In the evening a grand display of fireworks, a mas-- 
querade, and fancy ball* filled up the diversified amnse- 
Sienls of theday, and the whole went off in a truly gratifying 
manner; no disturbance or accident having happened tOr 
mar the pleasure of the festive holiday. 



Third Bay, Wednesday, 25tli« 

This day like the two preceding ones, w«is celebrated 
by various species of public rejoicing and festivities among 
private parties, the fineness of the weather materially con- 
tributing to the enjoyment. 

At eleven o'clock in the morning a grand Concert of 
vocal and instrumental music, commenced at the White 
Lion Hotel, which was attended by about 200 persons of 
the highest respectability. This entertainment was divi- 
ded into 3 parts, and the vocal and instrumental parts were 
ably sustained, and gave general satisfaction during a period 
of four hours, to an attentive audience. 



* It was calculated that in the oourte of the evenings vpwardi of 
1750 peraoBs risited thiar popular attraction — at one time titere were 
nearly 900 individuals present. 
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In the evening' there was a grand Ball at Shakspeare's 
Hally at which nearly 300 of the principal inhabitants in 
the town and neighbourhood were present. The exterioi* 
of the building was splendidly illuminated, and the interior 
was decorated and well lighted up. Quadrilles and country 
dances were kept up with unabated zest and spirit till So)'s 
intruding rays gave the animated groups warning to depart* 

There was also another masquerade and fancy ball in 
the amphitheatre, which as usual was numerously attended, 
and it was stated that the proprietor, Mr. Delunt, cleared 
more than £200. 

Thus concluded this memorable Gala, which in t^ its 
details more than realized the promises of the Programme, 
rtnd fully equalled if it did not surpass the utmost expec- 
tations of its most sanguine supporters. 



I 



ROVAX. aAXiA FESTZVAXi, 1830. 



At the close of the first Shakspearean Club Jubilee, il 
was publicly announced that a triennial celebration of ^be 
Great Poet*s Birth-day would take place. Accordingly about 
the autumn of last year, the Committee began to take the 
necessary steps for the furtherance of this design; and find- 
ing, from the great satisfaction given by their preceding 
Fete that they were likely to receive very general counte- 
nance and support, it was decided that the forth-coming Pa- 
geant should be brought out upon as brilliant and extensive 
u scale as possible. The applications from the Committee 
to many distinguished individuals in various parts of the 
Kingdom, were met with a warmth of feeling and liberality 
of spirit alike honourable to themselves and encouraging to 
the enlarged views of the Club. Emboldened by this success 
it was determined that Royalty itself should be solicited; 
and through the medium of the Right Honourable Robert 
Peel, a Petition, requesting his Majesty's Patronage on this 
interesting occasion was laid before the King. As might 
naturally have been expected from the most accomplished 
Monarch of the age, himself a lover and indefatigable fosterer 
of Literature and the Fine Arts, an immediate assent, con- 
veyed in the most gracious terms was forwarded to the 
anxious expectants. Thus honoured, the Gala was at once 
invested with first-rate importance; and the notice and 
contributions of the great and opulent, quickly followed* 
The Club very properly assumed the title of ''The Royal 
Shakspearean Club;" and re-doubled their exertions to ren- 
der the *^ Jubilee*'* every way deserving of the exalted 
patronage it had received. 

We now proceed to give the interesting particulars o^ 
this Royal Gala Festival, and in so doing, it will be our 
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endearour as succinctly as possible, to detail erery fact at 
all worthy of notice, but without descending to those mi* 
nutise which would serve no other purpose thdn to swell 
out the size of the pamphlet and tire the patience of the 
reader. 

X^rst Day, Friday, April 2i3d, 1830. 

A dull and extremely unpropitious mornings was ushered 
in by salutes of cannon from the Bancroft at a very early 
hour; these were immediately answered by similar dis- 
charges from off the heights of Wellcombe, the residence 
of George Lloyd, £sq. (an enthusiastic admirer of the Poet,) 
and the hoisting of various splendid flags and ensigns in 
different parts of the Borough, were met by the unfurling 
of a noble Banner, ** proudly waving in the wind" from 
the mount near that Gentleman's residence. The bells 
also of the Collegiate Church struck off '^ sweet music;** 
and as early as G o'clock the ^^husy hum ofmeny^ became 
general. Notwithstanding the unwelcome showers that con- 
tinued to fall, all was bustle and activity, strangers pouring 
in from every quarter; so that at 9 o*clock all the roads 
leading to the town were thronged with people, some on 
foot, others on horseback, and carriagesof every description. 

' fhc^streets now presented the spectacle of anxious groups, 
discussing the probable state of the weather; and the dash* 
ing appearance of different Guards and Coachmen, Post- 
boys, &e. decorated with a profusion of Jubilee Riband, 
the rattling of vehicles of every description— and the sounds 
of itinerant minstrelsy, gave, even at this early hour, an 
animating appearance to the otherwise gloomy prospect. 

About 10 o'clock the persons destined to take characters 
in the Procession had met in the *' Tiring Roomsy^^ at the 
Guild-hall and although the " pitiless storm** encreased 
tracer than diminished, the dressers were in full requisi- 
ti|Mi^ . By 12 o'clock the arraying of the characters was 
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completed — ^and they were conveyed in carriages to the 
Royal PaTilion in the Rother-'street, from whence the Pro* 
cession was announced to start* Here a great number of 
individuals attended a Salon a Manger^ provided in ele- 
gant profusion, by ^^ Mine Host of the Falcon y"*^ and the 
different parts of the splendid Pageant were classi- 
cally grouped within the interior of this elegant structure. 
To this grand and picturesque Public Break fast the admis- 
sion was half-a-crown, and from the observations we were 
enabled to make, at least, 200 individuals were present at 
one time. At half-past 12 the weather* was still bad, and 
notwithstanding the whole of the characters were com- 
pletely ready— and the serious disappointment it would 
occasion to the thousands of spectators already assembled , 
the Committee in despair, had issued orders for a Postpone- 
ment of the Pageant to the following day— when, in a 
moment, " as if by magic wand produced,^^ the heavy 
clouds dispersed far and wide — and the cheering rays of 
the sun broke forth with • reviving splendour, which con* 
tinued for several hours, 

THE PAGEANT. 

^ Rapt from the g^Iance of mortal eye, 

**Say, bursts thy Genius to the world of ligpht? — 

^< Seeks it yon star-bespan^i^led sky ; 

« Or « Native fields' with rapid flight ? 

** O^er the bleak deserts* unfrequented round 

** Seest thou where Nature ti*eads the deepening* gloom, — 

^ Sitt^st thou on yon gray 7(0wV, with ivy crowned, 

** Whose walh enclose thy venerated Tomb ? 

** Hear*st thou the joyous music wind along — 

** T%lf Pageants path formed by thy Votaries'" throng?^* 

From Ogilrie's ** Ode to the Genius of Shakspeai'e/* 



# This dubious itate of the weather prevented the Committee from 
exhibiting on this day the whole detail uf the Pageant, — to aroid 
therefore unnecessary repetition, the Pageant is described as origi- 
nally intended, and it also appeai-ed on the Monday following — that 
day being beautifully fine. 
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Sxactlj at two o'clock the sounds of a royal salute froia 
H^e cannon — the firings of bells — and the shouts of the 
multitude announced to eag^er ezpectanls that the Proces- 
sion had left the PavilioU'-^from whence it issued in the 
following order :-— 

MR. ASHFI£LD, 

On horseback, attii^ in the dress of a Chief Constable in Queea 

Elizabeth's time. 

MR. PALMER, 

[Of 38, Tavistock-streck, Covent Garden,] 

Director of the Costumes^ on hortebackf 

Bearing a truncheon surmounted with the Crest of Shakspeare. 

THE ROYAL STANDARD OF ENGLAND, 

Borne by Megan, Tomkint and Wm, Morris, 

THE BAND, 

Belongiugf to the Second Regiment of Wamrickshire Local Militia, 
in their uniforms, playing the National Anthem of RtUe Britannia^** 
and succeeded by ** The Warwickshire Ladsy^ '< Ood save the King,* 
** Rule Great Shakspeare,* and other popular tunes. 

A BANNER 

C Presented to the Club by Mr, Isaac Pemberton, of Worcester,) 
On which the Arms of Sbakspeare and tlte Borough of Stratford are 

beautifully embroidered. 

THE COMMITTEE of the SHAKSPEAREAN CLUB,* 

On horseback, headed by the Worshipful the Mayor; each wearing 
a scarf of rainbow.coloured riband, and a medal suspended from the 
neck by the same silken material. 



^ The Committee consists of the following Members of the Club :-« 
Mr* Edward Ashwin; — Mr. John Allen; — Mr. Thos Adkins; — Mr, 
JohnAdkins ; — Mr. Thos. Loweof Binton ; — Mr. Edwaitl Chattaway ; 
—Mr. Crump, Birmingham ; — Mr. Wm, Clarke, Wellesboume; — Mr, 
Jos. George Treasurer; — Mr. Samuel Gwinnett, Stxretary; — Mr. 
Thos. Gill ; — Mr. George Harbor ne ;—il!fr Thos. Hyde; — Mr. John 
Hardy; — Mr, Wm. Horton ; Mr. John Hiron; — Mr. Henry Harvey; 
-^Mr Lyster; — John Mills, Esq.;- Mr. John Phipps ; — Mr. Isaac 
Pembertou, Worcester; — Mr. F. Raymond ^-^Mr, Wm. Sheldon;— 
Mr.Shaijf, Leamington :^Mr Fred. Tasker ;— Mr Thomas Umbers ; 
— Mr. Wm Umbers; — Mr. J. Ward; — Mr. Benjamin Ward; — Mr. 
Geo. Wright ;— JIfr. Charles Wright, London— Those names in the 
Roman letter, rode in the Procession with the Mayor— T* Ashwin, Ksq. 
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ST. OEORGE, 

THE l^UTELAR «AINT OF EN|H«A^I>» 

Seated on a grey hone, richly caparisoned, with a plume of feathers 
on his head. The g^allant Champion, Mr. I^an, jun. was clad in a 
complete suit of polished steel armour, composed of rich plates; an4 
were a steel helmet, oyer which majestically waved a p)ume of ostrich 
featheis. 

ST. GEORGE'S BANNER^ 

Borne by hisEsquire, who had on a suit of half armour with a scarlet 
tunic, and rode a milk.white steed, richly caparisoned.— f'ilflireMii^etf 
h^rrrGoQdwifh^fSiraifordJ 

TflE J34NNER 0? THE BORQUCH, 

Borne by F. Findom^ J, Paitu, 

in her hand* 

She was attired in a dress of blapl^ [and gold, and seated, in a dark 
coloured car, decorated with the usual insignia, and drawn by Four 
Fiends in black ^ndgold dresses, on which were (X>n9pii:uot|sly worked 
the heads of hydrq^ and snakes. The Muse wap represented by itfitf, 
Jfarv«v, of Mf. Raymond^s company; and the Fieiads by Wm.W AT- 
KINS, Thus. West, Wm. West, aud Wm. Taylor. 

4 Banner y (boring by Henry CqohJ inscrib^dr^ 

" LEAR." 

KING LB4il, etRDELIA, 

^ved in a iQ^g tmuc of Uftok ^tti^r^ m whi^e pmilim «i^.«r 
Yeivet, riphly «mbrQi4«1^ yMHf^ wrcf^l^Qf flowerl|r9^e<i|iBF|il^dL 
gold, with full slefire^ ^^?^r;l^'* fBMpreMenHdbyMUs CkurckUL 
ermine. He wore a golden fillet of Stratford.) 

on his bead. < < 

Finely represented by Mr. W, 
WilUamf 9f Stratford. 

EDGAR, 
(Ae Mad Ibm,^ 

Clothed in a Uaaktt, with a crown of straw, wreathed with flowers of 

the white poppy, and a cow-horn hapging by his-^ide. 

fAdmirablff mprienied by Mr, Timpetiey^ 4^ Warwiek,/ 
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Banner ^ borne by Tkos. WoottenJ inscribed — ^Coriolanus,* 

HERALDS, bearing Roman Eagles*. 

"CORIOLANUS," 

Who was in a splendid suit of Roman armour, with a scarlet drapery 
depending^ from his shoulder, carryings a richly embossed shield, and 

wearing a helmet with the wolf crest. 
WellrepresefUed by Mr. Gardner,ofKingtthorpey Northamj^tonshire 

COMINIUS. TITUS LARTIUS. 

In Roman armour, with a scarlet Similarly attired ; with a splendid 
Generars robe, a helmet crested crest on his helmet. 

by a Dragron. {TUprennied by Pittatoaff.) 

^Represenfed by John Warner, 

of Charleott.) 

TWELVE LICTORS, 

Bearin|r the Roman Fasces, and clothed in Armour, with gfolden 

Lion*s heads for their head dress. 

♦ A BANNER. 

A HERALD, carrying the Golden Eagle, 

Followed by a splendid Car, drawn by three beautiful piebald horses 
abreast, all richly caparisoned, in which was seated 

JULIUS CiESAR; 

In a scarlet toga, crowned with a wreath of laurel. [Personated to 
the very life by Mr, Charles Wrighty of London.^ 

BRUTUS AVD CASSIUS^ 

Dressed in white Roman togpas ; [the former personated by Mr, Win- 
oheeter, of London; and the latter by Mr. James Keeley, of WanrtcA,] 

Both characters well personified, 

HERALD, with Black Eagle. 

A Banner (carried by John Hughes J inscribed — 
« ANTONY & CLEOPATRA ;" 

Who were seated in a splendid Car, drawn by four Eg-yptian Slaves^ 
Aniony was attired in a splendid white tunic and puce-coloured robe. 
Personated by George Heritage^ of Stratford. Cleopatra wore a liara 
of g^ld set with pearl, and was clad in a rich buff silk, with an etheraal 
blue robe ; Personated by Miss Tumbull^ of Warwick.] 
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Banner f carried by Wm, Wheeler) inscribe^ 

"MACBETH." 

MACBETH) LADY MACBETH, 

In a suit of armour, over a white In a black velvet dress, lined irith 

satin shirty green velvet tuuic, crimson, and gold clasps; having 

and crimson velvet robe; and on her head a gold coronet inlaid 

wearing a gold coronet. with precious stones. 

{Finely represented by Mr. Mor- (Represented by Mrs Granby^ of 
riSy of Leamington. Mr, Raymond^ Company J 

BANQUO, 

In a suit .of silk plaid, Highland Bonnet ; and holding in his hand a 

Glass, f Personated by Mr. Samuel Hodgkinson, StratfordJ 

THREE WITCHES 

In grotesque costume ; each carrying wands entwined with snakes* 

Represented by John Penn, Joseph West, & J. Drury. 

TRUMPETS. 

Banner f borne by Thos, Dyer J inscribed'^ 
"KING JOHN." 

KING JOHN, PRINCE ARTHUlt. 

In a Ion;; crimson velvet dress. In alight.blue silk dress, a crimson 

with full sleeves, and a very velvet cap, white ostrich fea- 

large purple velvet robe over it, thers, and a rich belt of gems, 

fitttened at the neck with gold (Beautifully personated by Mae- 

cord and tassels. This dress, which ter Grossmith, the Young Rosciui 

is of very elaborate workmanship, of Reading.) 
is copied fram a statue erected 

over a tomb to that monarch in FAULCONBRIDGfe, 

Worcester Cathedral. In a complete suit of chain armour 

(Personated by Mr. Granby, of over a blue tunic. 

Mr* Raymond* s Company.) (Well personated by Mr. John 

^eeley, oj Stratford,) 

Banner (carried by T/ios. Grimmett) inscribed — 

" HENRY THE FOURTH." 

Herald carrying a Tabard, with the Arms of that Monarch. 

HENRY IV. PRINCE OF WALES^ 

Seated on a bay horse, the hoitsi* On horseback, who wore a suit of 

ings of which were charged with silver armour ; the surcoat richly 

the armorial bearings of England, embroidered ; with a gold coro- 

The Monarch was d resscd in a dark net ted helmet . 

morine velvet tunic, with a purple . 

velvet robe; and a coronetted (This character W€U most effeO" 

headdress peculiar to the time. tieely personated by 

(Well personated by Mr,T,ArkeU,jun.ofiitratfurd,) 

Mr, Rogers, of Lea/mingtonii) 



On a piebald hone, clad in a suitof €>n haraeback, clad in a complete 
half aragipiar, oww ^ ri(^ erijpison suit of silver ai»oar, wt#i a blue 

dress, with a yellow si^l^ scarf, bonnet ajiU, £ei^tiiers« 

wearing on bis he«4 a jeweU^ 
blick cap, with be^ujtifnl white (Per§om^A fnfM9.J9^JSM4<m», 

ostrich, feathers. qf ^j«o(/QwmI.) 

[4 ehifract^ritUe rtpretentfftifiin 
by Mr.Rt^mond*} 

Banner (kovm^ by fred. Chamdkr^ immM 
"ROMEO & JUUET.'* 

aOM£0, JULIET, 

Ina^rreen silk velvet robe, vrUh Attired in a rich white satin dress; 

while satin j^u^s, white kid gloves white silk stockings it satip shoes, 

and roses; a green velvet cap, and with rosettes of the same celoor. 

a fine plume x>f ostrich feathers. {Pertomaied by MU* ^ewnuM, 

[Per»onfttefl,bif Af r Ifapris,} of Mr. Kaymood's . Qi^mpany.) 

PETEE, NURSE, 

QV4M9tly dres9e^ Aq4 f»»^iag the Attired in the antique os^aimfntiMi 

Njurie, during tl^ whole of the the tiraea* 

FfX>cess^on. 

(Persanatfd in qt clever manner (Personated in-ueUoer numnfr 

by Mr. Watson^ by Mrs, Waisen^ 

of J^r. AaymoadVCompany. •f Mr. iUyiiiond*f QoWp^ny* 

T^E APOTS^CARYf 

1» m suit of black, with a small red cloak. (Personated by 0. McMtn, 

of Stratford.) 

Banner (bame by Henry Brown) bueribed"^ 
"RICHARD THE THIRD." 

DRUMS ic TRUMPET^. 

IIICHARD III., ;LAPT A|pi]^9, 

In a purple velvet shirt, over Attired in red velvet, with while 

which was a crimson cloak, lined hanging sleeves, and tnU/er 

throughout with ermine; hiscoro- trimmings. 

net on a crimson velvet bonnet. 

{WeUrepTe9€nU4 by Mr. HartU {Represented by Mrs. CHffard^ 

«(m,of Mr. Raymond's Company.) Qjf Afr. TSayuK^dNB Cvmpaay.) 
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JBanner (borne by Joseph Barbome) instribed'^ 

*« HAMLET.'' 

HAMLETy THE GHOST, 

Dressed in a suit of black velvet. In a suit of beautiful chain armour 

ricfaly^trinuned withbug^les ; wear, over a li^fht bine shirt, & weai'ing 
ingf the Order of the Elephant, and a coionetted hehne^. 

a black velvet cap and feather. (Well repretented bjf J. Norton^ 
f Personated ^y Mr, Biddie^ of of Sirai/ord.y 

Mr. Rajrmond^s Company ) 

PdLOHIUS. OPHELIA, 

In afigured silk tunic, witha jpreen . In a^nred white satin dress* 

velvet robe and cap. "* 

(WeU per fonated by Mr, Mantle, (Repreitented by Mre, Booths 
of Mr. Raymond^s Company. of Mr. Raymond^s Company. 

Banner (carried by Amos Creamer) inscribed 
^ •^ HENRY THE EIGHTH," 

TRyMPETS. ' 

Yeomen of the Guards 

HENRY Till, QUEEN KATHERINE, 

Attired in a white and* ||*old shirt. Attired in a rich bWk velvet dress 

crimson trunks, crimson velvet embraidered with ^oid, the sleeves 

robe; with a jewelled hat, and a lined with crimson, a coronet on 

superb collar of g^ems. ^ her head, and a black vel|. 

/"Charaeteristically represented C Personated by Mrs, Goodwin^ 

by Mt.Thos,ManseltyOf Preston,) of Stratford,) 

PAGE, in a rich dc99s- Personated by J. Bishop, of Warwick. 

EARL OF SURREY, LADIES IV WAITING, 

Dressed in a crimson velvet robe. Attired in lig^ht blue figured silk 

white satin trunks with crimson dresses, with gold stomadiers and 

puffs ; jewelled hat and feathers, very ridi headdresses, 

and carrying a white wand. CPersonated by Miss Plumb and 

(JdnUfably represented by Miss Bobbins, of Stratford,} 

Mr, Street, ofJLondi>n,J >. 

CARDINAL WOLSBY, CROMWELL, 

In a scarlet dress,hat ensuite,yf\i\k In a very rich black velvet dress, 

gold tassels, and a rich point lace black bugles and a black cap. 

apron. 

{Personated by Mr. Cherry of (Well personated by Mr, W^Bose 

Stratford,) of Warwick.) 

o 



96 

Banner /boruTe by Master WilkinsJ imseribed-^ 

_ _ „. ^j, 3rcnrjSd>€oloiij«dtiMttc In a leich %«icedi whitej|»tii»<hw^ 
lAiitt, With <mt^ ttUVCy ci'imsMi wiih fplendidrffokl trimmii^ 



and yeQow morpCCQlKKXs. -C4»st* 

( PtrMnof ^^ fry )t%ar70# Soiefie^ a * ^^^ 

*' . oraunented ^ A. /biMe- y^netiaa 

Ti!C6f jacket; a sasb of yellow safcinj 

Iki « HkllllW dx«Mi t6lSBa«l6. iflOdi cap, widi fiTumes otreafhera. 

R0DERI60, 

III a ttfM%iii'irr6(«^^ftMMb)ii ihFew^, «]id>|ff^ tfilc ir^lvetVobe. 

BANNER OF SffAXSP&ARE'S ARMS,* 
{Bhme^ JT. JiamtoelhJ 

TJi£ SHAK6P£A&£AN BAND. 

Jfia4S^xn(lNNc% Ijf Satyrtjfanioiiicaify dad injur breechest 
teiik datfcfiesh^eoioured bodies; withimretUhs^4sperg09em 
round their waists, Sfc, 

The Mmie was attired inawhate muslin dress, and Gr^ao dvajperff 
richljr'OWiaifctutfcd w4th -sittw tf imnriiiflfs, amd Wreath of roses round 

tt ayi —j a y s^ewyaay $ tad Use fiends by Dahicl <9irY, Wfteuioi 
£oiLi]ffti Wtt«bMa.BiaME.cTT and Jmw» B«LlK>B<r. 

J. fiamacie and E. Eiwmrdsi) 



* A Md •# ^M» «B « %ciii sable, a tiftUi|r wptkt of Iftfe first, fh^ 
point npwards, headed aifent ; and h^ crest or cog^lzlMlice, A folcon 
displayed aifMrt, ta|»^iMti*igr avpear te pale w.) 



37 

PROflPERO, , ARIEL, 

Holdingp^ lirMtier^iriemd iniiisliand^ Attired la a very Tlgfh't straw,. 

a {Hiee Telv«t robiey b|aek>^fiE)[>,«(tod -Mft«e«^4i^ll agnail Mue s^arf care. 

a^fyfeieeir.4r[dv^ #0^ i^h * "^r- itf^ Humnt mnt me «ii<nildei^ , 

diwi pirt P f; ye^wwr-i^fty ^wmwhich a IWmb bodi •f nfiMh ^pffotiuM. 
TiMttflitf 4^" tabattafticdB^wm wcaa 



inscribed. 

ItreHpersonaiedby Mr^Simfmim ;(foi(it omfetf »y Jfict TTWj^il^ 
^ llftr.^l^ymMid*s Conapaay J of Stratfoad.,) 

In a colbOMd dress to imitate flesh In a blue jacket * and tronserty 
wid&vwtt ^Awi fiti^eted ev^ it. witii a liaiiy cap. 

(ByW.^ncAtil^Aaa^ofStratfiDcd} (%jrr. — 7WMi!,pf Warwick.) 

{)l3^ The two; ^tter .characters were admirably di^pliiyed. 

ABmmt¥ {borne bff Samu€i Tuplar) i»s9fiMi^ 
« JftEKftT WIVES OF WINDSOR.'* 

tBt PACnSy IfifASTCR WATSCHf , in a bluetcloth doublet, with a gold' 

belt, and jcarlet taiibaD. 

SIR JOHir FALaxApr, 

IiHaveaBkit claal^twatfi a blae caip^ a ophite firilidouble^ aod sc%rl«# 
paainlpoiii: ' VLoiitubijf ptnomaied ^ Jffir* Rowkmd Qreen^ i^ 

The FtMaf^ of modem times havcbecn ^rroneoosly represented 
with a smsiftlftadk cap^ with feathers hanging: down \ but on thie pre- 
sent occasion, a turban 'fbnnadvfcriBUoa ckith was substituted ; and 
we think with great propriety, for if we recollect right, the turban, in^ 
this shape, was^ie' usual head-dress worn in the tiiM <dfenry the 
FjHiilli^ tti' jKiiad iifc..whieh^hepbt is laid. CJertaia it i« tiiat iihe 7V» 
l>Kan%wthe«gdahrated picture «f that iiaiae by i^ntiMi/f^ Afolvy*, at 
ITuitorXSMtte, ^tte depklad with tuihMis of that deseriptmn. 

MRS. FORD^ MRS. PAGE, 

(PerjHmaitd Vy Mrs, Tdanthy (Represented by a Mist RobbinSy, 

iff Mr. Raymond's Company.) of StratfordJ 

Bo£h iu Ug^kt-coioured silk petticoats, with shoi*t jackets, edged with, 
akmdof triminiiig resembling^ feathers or fur^ — ^Tbe homed head.dres» 
Icnned df 'scarlet and gold gauze, peculiar to the time of Henry IV. is,, 
we nftderstaud, a close copy of that seen in an effigy oTcr the monn- 

nvehi of 4h^ cdi^rtitM tady Tkiccy, 
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Banner (borne by Philip Moss) inscribed^" 
« COMEDY OF ERRORS.'^ 

ANTIPHOLUSES OF EPHE8US k SYRACUSE^ 

[^ersonaied by ike Mesits. Thomas Hydt^ of Stratford, oiuf Jatepk 
Hyde, of RyoD Hill, Twin Broihers,} 

Both attired in white and blue dretses, with puce robe», lined with 
Utie. These drcsces were not more alike |han*their penoni, who have 
frequently been mistaken for each other, even hy some of their owa 
kindred. 

THE TWO DROMI08, 
Also personated by Twin Brothers, the Meetrt. Smiihf of Bidford; 
they were drest in pucc-coloured doublet brefches, cloaks, and 

brown hats. 

Banner (carried by Master Thomas Miiis) inscribed'^ 
"TAMING OF THE SHREW." 

PETRUCHIO & KATHERINE, 
On one horse, and dressed in their Wedding Clothes. Petrachio wore 
a brown cloth doublet, pepper-and-salt breeches, one shoe, one boot, 
and a very larg-e hat, in shape unlike any things in the hearens above, 
the earth beneath, or the water under the earth. Catherine had on a 
drab-coloured g^wn and a hood. These were most characteristically 
represented by Mr. Edward Athwin ^ Mr, Isaac Cory, of Stratfoid. 

GRUMIO, 
On horseback, in a dark green doublet and cloak, and lavender- 
coloured breeches. Ably personated by Mr. Charles Oitty of Mr. 

Raymond^s Company. 

Banner [carried by Thos, Kemp) inscribed — 
« AS YOU LIKE IT." 

ORLANDO, ADAM, 

In a grreen hunting jacket Sc cap, ^ In a grey frock dress, ed^red with 
with bnff trousers and boots. black. [Well personated by Mr. 
[Personated by James Bearley, Morris, of Mr. Raymond^s 
of Sti-atford ] Company.] 

AUDREY, TOUCHTONE, 

InthecostumeofaSwiss peasant; In a cloth dress, composed from 

a large scarlet hat ;' white petti- neck to foot, of one half red, and 

coat trimmed with blue, with a tbeother yellow; a cap of the same 

short scarlet body, and full white colours, with a scarlet cockV 
sleeves, with scarlet trappings. comb, and an ass^s ears. 

(Admirably personated by Mr, and Mrs, Reynolds, of the Stratford 

Theatre.) 
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Banner {earried by Rfthert Lane) imenhid^ 
« MERCHANT OF VENKJE." 

SHTLOCK, PORTIA^ 

Wearing a yellow cap; a black DrefsecHn a black silk gfown, black 

cloth gabeniin^ trimmed with yelvet robe, and cap; the costume 

black velvet; scariet loops, gold of a Venetian Doctor of Lawspf 

buttons, and a large cape. the time of Queen Elizabeth. 
^Admirably psrsonated by Mr, 

GiffbrdyOfMr^ Ra^mond^s Cow^ CW^llpersmaiedhy a 

pa^yj Mitt Bierlyy of Stratford J 

A Banner^ (home by Henry Coleman J imctibedr^ 
" MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM." 

OBERON, TITANIA, 

Di*eBt in a white tunic, and acrim- Attired in a white muslin dfess, 

soa robe, trimmed with silver, trimmed with «liver, and a wreath 
and a wi«ath qf lilies on his head. of red rosjes on her head. 

Pertonated by MasUr Mills, of Personated by Miss Whitey of 
Stratford, Stratford: 

The Fairy King and Queen were drawn in a Car by Pucks and Two 
Fairies. — Little Puck was represented by Master Fred, Mills f the 
Fairies by Master John Mills, James Inns^ and John,. Smithy of 

Stratford, 

BOTTOM^ 7%c IVeavery 

V^ith an ass^s head, ao ei^ceUeat imitation of life; his dress, was a 
brown tunic, with a li^ht-coloured material, covering the arms SLfid 
legs. — (IVell represented by Thomas Lay, of Stratford,J 

THE ROYAL STANDARD OF ENGLAND. 
BANNER OF THE CLUR* 

However brilliant the success which attended the first 
Jubilee of the Shakspearean Club,* it fell far short of the 
triumph they achieved on this occs^sion; upwards of 75 of 
the more prominent characters in the tragedies and comedies 
of Shakspeare, burst upon the sight at oneview, with a vivid 
ness and splendour really astonishing ! The different indi* 
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• This beautiful flag, composed of Waterloo Gros de Naples, was 
presented to theClub in 1827, by theMembera resident inBirmiogh^nu 
]t« pictorial embellishments was gratuitously executed by Mr* Br^wn 
an artist t>f no small celebrity in Shrewsbury. 
H 
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▼iduals who formed the cavalcade, seemed animated by a true 
dramatic feeling; and the beauty, richness, and strict clas- 
sical propriety of the varied costumes provided for the 
occasion, were beyond all praise. 

The Procession having quitted the Pavilion, proceeded 
through Wood-street, to Henley-street, and halted in front 
of the lowly mansion — 

^< Where his first infant layi sweet Shakspcar^ sung^.*' 

At this point amidst the cheers of an immense throng, 
literally wedged from the top to the bottom of the street, the 
Tragic and Comic Musea alighted from their respective cars, 
and, attended by several of the leading dramatic characters 
in the Procession, entered the hallowed spot, and after tra- 
rersing the chamber in which " The Immortal Bard*' drew 
his first breath, they ascended a temporary stage erected 
in front of the house. At this moment the spectacle was 
strikingly interesting, every inch of ground covered with 
spectators, the windows and house-tops were full, and every 
possible resting place occupied by some anxious beholder of 
the ceremony! The scene and the associations which it 
excited, were replete with interest. Wherever we looked 
there was a ''sea of heads*' directed towards a littie hut, 
madevaluable and consecrated by its former immortal tenant, 
and down as far as eye could reach, was a long line of his 
glorious creations, embodied to act the triumph of him who 
gave them ''a local habitation. and a name." 

The votaries of Melpomene and Thalia having arranged 
themselves in due order on the platform, the former occu- 
pying the right-hand station, and.the latter the jeft, a Head 
of Shakspeare* was placed, with great solemnity, upon the 

* In the Prog^ramme issued by the Club, it was announced ihat 
Queen Elizabeth, the Earl of Leicester, Sir Philip Sidney, ^\\e Earl 
of Southampton, and Shakspeare himself were to ha\e been per- 
sonated, and form part of the Procession ; the representative of the 
- Bard was also to have received the << laurel crown; ^' but this part of 
the plan was (we think very properly) abandoned. 1 he good taste 
of introduciiig the Immortal Poei is questionable; and he certainly 
was more appropriately "honoured in the breach than the obser- 
xance^* of this part of HU Jubilee / 
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pedestal, fixed for its reception in front of the stage. The 
several dramatic characters assembled on the platform 
having done honour to the bust of the Poet, the Tragic and 
Comic Muses advanced, and, with inimitable grace crowned 
it with a wreath of laurel. This part of the ceremony pro- 
duced a most powerful effect — acting like an electric shock 
upon the assembled crowd, who, from preserving a death- 
like silence, suddenly made * the welkin ring' with their 
acclamations. 

Whilst the brow of the Immortal Bard was adorned with 
deserved bays^ Mr. Booths of the Stratford (Company of 
Comedians, advanced, and recited the following Address^ 
written expressly for the occasion by A. Wright, £sq. 



Who's he shall speak for Shakspiare ? Is there ueed 
** To gfild refined gold, or pamt the lily ?" 
What praise can add a g^lory to that name, 
Which gires of its own brightness endless light 
To thousand lesser stars fed by its rays ? 

Philosophers, and Conquerors, and Kings, 
Whose names had blazed awhile and died — revive V 
And in imperishable lustre live. 
Touched by the « bright reflex'' of ShaksPearb's fir«! 

Why, then, doth Avon, from his oozy bed, . 
Ldok up and shake his reedy locks in fear?. 
Why are the wood-nymphs startled from their haunts t 
The solitary heron flies the stream. 
And from the '< rooky wood the crow makes wing;'* 
Whence comes this *' unsubstantial pageant?" Why 
Mocking each other, do the merry l>el Is 
Ring peal on peal <' and rend the welkin's ear ?V 

You worship Shailspsare pot as Shakspeare worship'd 
The genius of the olden time. He Ijrongbt 
No gorgeous trappings to its natal feast, 
Nor laid rich oflerings on its altar: he,. 
** The Poet's eye in a fine phrensy rolling," 
With Gower or Chaucer wooed the opening morn. 
But when his '< Jonsoii's learned sock was ob," 
At noon, he sought the ** well-trod stage," and prov'd 
Admired, and felt^ the beauties of that art 
To which his soul was wedded^ He at length 
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^ Warbled bis natiFewood-notes^ wild** to^Qaetn* 
And mighty Princef, and was heard and lovedj 
And) love and praise ripened the g^olden fruit 
Qt Gmint' yet umnatdiM. — Aiid faow should wi^ 
£>e SHA&99KAAE tiuest honour ? In his naine^ 
Conjure a^in the spirits that are fled. 
Call home Dramatic Poesy and teach 
Th* aspirin jif Genius of our day to know 
A SHAKtFCAB>B*8 wortfa wiU mecfc a SHAK»PEAJis*fl meedl 
Focget not where your SflAKSPEiJiE's fame was eara*d> 
Remember who preserv*d his deathless works. 
His noblest monument ! Had Gothic hands, like Air " 
Who raz^d the maiut'on Shaksfeare rear*dy* 
Been stretched against those hearenly yolumes, — witre 
Nature's own Yoice;Witli most cooattmmate art 
DiAh speak for Nature ! Eloquence divine, 
PourM from the fount of wisdom, pleads for truth ! 
An innate knowledg^e of the human heart 
Is shewn, to nund the heart and lead to heaven !— 
Had his creations been aH^wed l» dia^ 
Had half the circle of eternity 
Which they are destined to, been slint against them; 
If like that gfrosfser febric— the Bright Temble 
Where Shak8PEARS*b genius sits enthroned— had fkllen 
By ignorance and bigotry o'erthrown,— 
The world had suffered. Space time in Vain 
Had yielded up tiieir treasures, to supply - 
That greater treasure lost. — ^PooR STRATFOirii, thoa 
Hadst held his honour*d bones, unhonour*d thsn^ 
Save in the fleeting recoids of the day. 
And brief remembmnce of the actor^ fkme; -. 
Remember then the stage, and let if share 
That portion of regard it won from him 
Whose memory we honour. The poor players— 
Who with devotion to his fame inspired, 
And ardent admiration of his works, 
' With reverend care preserved them to all Time, 
And from oblivion saved those brilliant gems^ 
Which he thsit fashioned them — ^too great of soul. 
And they who witnessed — too poor in wit, 
To value at their worth, had doomed to perish,— 
Be still remembered, and the modem stage 
Be honor'd for their sakes. TaGARRicK's name 
Stratford will shout applause, and half the world, 
Will echo to the shout. This lowly roof 



# Nevf'Piaeey thfefesidencer &;c, ofihclRaM. 



3^ 

He made the temple of his pilgrimafc, 

.And at the ahrine of C^firiui paid his rowh 

Till o*er him fell the mantle of the Bard; 

And Garrick'8 srratitude with SHAJKSPSAR^t lape 

la honorably twined. Te glorious few. 

Whom taste and genius inspire to bring ^ ■ 

Your annual tribute to the Poet^s shrine. 

Look round on altered STRATroRD, and admire 

The mighty ** foixe of Heaven-bred Poesy.*^ 

Pursue the Couqueror^s course, and see it tracked 

With blood, with desolation, sword and fire. 

And hear the muttered curses, *' deep, not loud»^* 

That echo to the Hero's name ! Observe 

Hie devious paths the Politician treads. 

And see where ends the labyrinth of his wiles—- 

In factious hate, or voluntary death! 

Then mark the mere effect of Shakspx are's name; 

How fVom the lowly hamlet Stratford grows'' 

Bepeath his happy influence! See wealth, 

And peace and plenty, bless her sons! Behold 

How pure the homage flowing from our hearts. 

While, as we deem, his mighty spirit now 

Keg^ds ** and hovers o*er us with his wings!** 

Behold the silent image of the Bard, 
And let your hearts supply what my weak words 
Want fire to speak ! Now, while the Muses crown 
With classic laurel those immortal brows, — 
While I invoke you in the mighty name 
Of Sharspeare, to do honour to St. George, — 
WhiVe. England's Patron calls on you to greet 
Her boast and glory, her beloved King, — 
And Saint and Monarch gratulate the Bard ! 
Let your hearts speak — your voices, Ckiuntrymen, — 
And t^ll in thunder to^the listening world 
With what a bui*st of joy you hail the names 
Of England's Monarch, Shakspeare, and St. George. 

The address was recited with great dignity and energetic 
feeling ; and, as soon as the reiterated bursts of applause, 
which followed its delivery, had subsided, the dramatic 
characters, wbo had assisted in the interesting ceremony we 
haveattempted to describe, resumed their respective stations 
in the Procession, which being marshalled as before, moved 
successively tbrough the following streets and quarters of 
the town:-*-by the Post-office, along the Guild Pits, John- 
street. Pay ton-street, Wirwick Road, Back Bridge-street, 
High-street, Cbapel-street^ Church-street, Old Town to 
the Cburch-Gates; 
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When the cavalcade arrived in the Old Town, within 
about fifty yards of the Collegiate Church, it again hatted, 
and the following welUknown lines,* inscribed on the stone 
which covers the hallowed remains of the Bard, — 

*' Good Friead, fur Jesus* sake, forbear 
** To dig the dust enclosed Lere ; 
** Blest be the man that spares these stones^ 
*' dind CMFst be he that moves my bones/* — 

and set to solemn mdstc by Dignum, were very impressively 
sung by amateur vocalists, within view of the stately edifice^ 

*' Whose sacred foot, for many a distant day, 
*' Has pressed the vcrg-e of Avon's wat*ry way.'* 

The epitaph being sung, the Procession moved onwards 
through Southern's Lane, along Lower Water-side, Sheep- 
street, High-street, Front Bridge-street, Upper Water-side, 
Sheep-street, Ely-street^ and Rother-street, to the Pavilion» 

The brilliant Pageant in its progress through the town 
was every where greeted with the loud hum of applause and 
satisfaction, and the number of elegantly -dressed and beau- 
tiful women who occupied the windows, See. of the houses in 
the line of the Procession, added greatly to the splendour of 
the scene; and many gentlemen not satisfied with so transient 
a view of the spectacle, quitted their situations and pro- 
ceeded into the already over-crowded streets. Their fash- 
ionable attire and the grotesque appearance of the country 
folk, in their *^ holiday -gear^''^ who had flocked from all 
parts to "see the sight*' formed a striking contrast with 
the gorgeous costume of the representativesof Kings, Queeos 
Princes, Nobles, Warriors, and Statesmen of the *• olden 
lime." The waving banners, the costly armour, the splendid 
cars, the roman eaglts, aud other gorgeous para phernaiia — 



♦ These sing^ular Words, said to have been written by the Poet 
himself, were probably sug^g'estcd, as Mr. Malone has remarked, '' by 
an apprehension that Uiis* remains vg^hi share the same fate with 
those of the rest of his countrymen, aud be added to the immense pil.e 
of human bqnes deposited in |j|ie Cbaruel House, on the uoith side of 
the Chui*ch^^' — ^This g^loomy receptac1e> we understand, was razed to 
the ground about 34 yeai-s ago. « 
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the continued undulations and motnehtarilj varied positions 
of tKe pressing crowd afforded acoup d'ceil of great interest 
and a vew source of admiration at every glance. 

The various bauds of miisic in the Procession exerted 
themselves with great effect, and in honour of His Gracious 
Majesty's paironage, God save the King k Rule Britannia^ 
were played in all the principal streets, amidst the acclama- 
tions and accompanying chorus of the thousands assembled. 

The aciual number of Characters, including the Bearers 
of the Banners was 0/i€/fKn^re(/aud Twenty, — add to these 
the eighteen Members composing the Committee of the 
Shakspearean Club;- the individuals forming the various 
Bands of Music he, and the whole may be stated at nearly 
One Hundred and Eighty Persons ! The splendid effect of 
such an assemblage— mast of them gorgeously or fantastic 
cally attired, must be seen to be properly appreciated. 

The several Characters who composed the Pageant, ably 
sustained the parts allotted thtto:-— 

Mr. Kean, jun. appeared as the gallant Champion, St. 
George f and sat his fine steed with ^'bearing bold and high !'* 
The armour, of polished steel, and the noble pi umes-of-ostrich 
feathers had a very imposing effect. 

iUe/pome/iewasspiritedlyrepresentedby MissHARGRAYE. 
in her hand were the dagger and mask ; her sable dress, pule 
cheeks, and dishevelled hair, gave ample note that *V^brood- 
iug melancholy" had marked her for its own. 

Miss Bailey, as the Gomic Muse^ was equally charac- 
teristic ; her costume was classically correct, nor lucked she 
*^ those wreathed smiles — that wrinkled care derides.'* 

The infirm and choleric Lear, — the hump-backed Tyrant 
—the jealous Moor — thiyirafty logo — the gallant Hotspur 
•^the relentless V^u?,— the fiery Fautcotihridge, — the war- 
like Harry, — the love-sick Ant&ny, -^iht noble Dane^ — the 
treacherou's Macbeth, — and the taming Feiruchio, were 
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ej^H^Vy wdl poiirtraj£d. V^f must we omit inciatioii Qf 
tbf^ipeatle Pesdemona — the sweet Ophelia — the royal KoJt^ 
— the voluptuous Cleopatra^ — the gentle Por*ui»— the 
unhappy Anne^ — the Merry Wives, and the submissire 
Katkerine, all of whom admirably seconded the exertions 
of their companions. 

Julius C<e$ar found a competent represent^tiTe in the 
celebrated Mr. Charles Wright ; the scarlet toga and the 
laurel crown, sat easy on him, and he looked as if he came 
*^ jprom conquering to conquer I** 

Mr. Rowland Gr^en admirably sustained. the charac* 
ter of Falslaff; his size and mauner, his bpsystful and ludi- 
cn>us gait, and hit leering airs as he chucked the ** merrjf 
ojitfj" under the chin ; were indeed to the life : and we do not 
rj^collect a i^ingle persuoification more unceasing i$i exertiop 
throughout the whole line of the roiite,— or that met n^ore 
general approbation. 

The prominent character of Edgar^ as (Mad Tom) pecu- 
liarly adapted when properly performed, for a spectacle of 
this kind, was, on the Friday most inefficiently personated* 
On Monday, however, the error was retrieved, and ^he-ser- 
vices of Mr. TiMPERLEY (who -appeared in the same cha- 
racter at the first Jubilee) were called into action. .We 
venture to say that a more expressive and finished exhi- 
bition did not occur in the whole range of characters ; the 
hurried and uncertain step — the frenzied eye — the vacant 
star^— and all the varied symptoms of ''moody madness'* 
were presented with a vivid reality , and the costume, too, 
wild and fanciful, shewed evident proofs that the minor 
details of the character hs^d not been neglected. He was 
ably supported by Miss Churchill, of Stratford, wbj> 
made a very interesting Cor</f/ia. 
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Mr. Turner, as Trinculo, caused considerable mirth; 
the comic antics and drunken struggles of him and Caliban^ 
were excellent — and must have required a fatiguing degree 
of exertion— they both however persevered through the long 
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Pet69f aod the; Nuraet bf Mr. aM Mi». ^ W'A^rt«)f # alM' 
ccMiliibiiMsd their sbwpe of atetieenen^ ta the- siMtatoni-r- 
i^/er,; with> a ludicrous exfHreteiofft oi coufHeiiaBceyr a«^ 
welking, baQkf9:av(tB through the whble of tile Proceetatpiii 
was continually employed in fannilDg;^thel«dy^nttr8ev'i^h)^r 
polite attention ebe receired. with disdainful smilee and 
conteniptuQus tbssipgi^ 0|f the head. 

Thjrt faY6tir?te* cdlttcafeli; MV. (hlL^ ifmii hii^^Iigrn^f^ifi 
mthVing' phi^ attd ' ettrkordrttary' coisftuih^^ bteaeet^j^^ yii\W 
p%injj cardiE^/ftc/eXcited cohsiderabie'ndlfci^rand 
(th« Weavei'f kept the* by-stalnde^s in' arbalr byhis VWiieh- 
loli8Srff.itMportaicel Thdiita'AridOb^^oli';mAi''Piili!kaM^ 
theif attendant FamVs; seemed hot of nlbrtiail mdUhll' 

'*'l tbck it for aifairy yisibn 

** or tibite g^ Clotures of the*elenieii t^' 

<^ Thai is the cploiiitr of the ntmbow^ Wn^ 

<< And jjy Tth' pUj^ted douds l-^MHtoh^s Comm. 

Aiidlast, though notleast,^e should be cominitting our^elyesi 

were we not to say that Master GROssMtTR, j[9f ReadingI; ; 

the ypung Roscius, most ably personated the charact^ of 

Prince Airthur^ ina manner highly creditable to that dist^n-^ 
guished youth. 

We repeat, it was an imposing, grand» and' intereslinfi^ , 

spectacle; and we venture to predict that when again brought 

forward, the patronage of Royalty will be again secured: 

nor should w^ feel surprised (now the< first difficulties have 

been overcome) tosee those eminent professional and litergrj 

men who have hitherto been content to keep in the back- 

ground, come forward in a body, and take lively interest 

in the details of a scene which ought to be^^ear to every 

British heart, whilst commembrating. the birth 6f a poet 

who i& an honour to his country, 

did description^ Wetei^^lirSa^^xpl^^Si^^f^^ 

K ■ 
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A|a. Palmbr, of TaTittock-streety Corent Garden; and 
reflect the highest credit upon the taste and liberality of 
that g^entleman* Perhaps as regards the beauty and ex- 
quisite workmanship of the armour; the costliness and 
accuracy of the costumes; they were never surpassed^ ' 
They were made at a cost of several hundred pounds, and 
the sum given for the loan of them for the first and third 
days* festivities, was £185. 

The greatest praise is due to the Committee of the Royal 
Shaksp^arean Club for the very excellent regulations they 
adopted to prevent the Pageant, in its passage through the 
town, being annoyed by the pressure and curiosity of the . 
multitude. Constable!^, at a great expense, were placed at 
intervals . throughout the whole line of procession, and to 
keep the town clear of bad characters; and notwithstanding 
the crowded state of the streets, more particularly that in 
which the Poet*s Birth-place is situate, which, during the 
ceremony of crowning the Bust, presented on each side of 
the Procession a dense and ahnost impenetrable mass of 
human beings, — the Dramatic Characters walked at perfect 
ease, and not a single accident occurred to mar the general 
joy. To Mr. Ashfield, the chief constable, who headed 
the Procession, and to all those who took an active part in ' 
it; to Mr. Gwiwnett, the Secretary of the Club, who had 
been indefatigable in his exeitions both at and previous to 
the Festival; to Mr. Raymond, and his Company, for the 
efficient manner in which they managed every thing con- 
nected with the dramatic part of the proceeding's; to the 
worthy Chief Magistrate, T. Ashwin, Esq. who warmly 
, seconded and supported the exertions of the Committee; to 
Mr. C. Wright, for his unwearied personal exertions and 
for the loan of his beautiful stud of pie-bald horses; and to 
those who, by their pecuniary contributions assisted to raiso 
the necessary funds for the arduous undertaking; arelhe 
public indebted for a dramatic spectacle, unique of its kind, 
and not more honourable and praiseworthy in design than 
it was brilliant and successful in execution. 
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About half- past 4 in the afternoon nearly 300 gen- 
tlemen had assembled at Shakspeare's Hall, the ^reat room 
of which fine edifice was elegantly fitted up for the occasion. 
This noble appartment, admirably adapted from its size 
and proportions for a convivial banquet, was profusely 
decorated with festoons of laurel and other evergreens, flow- 
ers &c. ; immediately opposite the entrance was placed a 
fine full-length Portrait of the august Patron of the Festi- 
vities, His Majesty^ George the Fourth in his Coro- 
nation Robes, encircled with laurel; a half-length also of 
our Gracious Monarch was hung near the seat of the Mayor, 
similarly ornamented. A t the upper endof the room appeared 
the beautiful full length of Shakspeare, by Wilson^ and 
just above the noble frame which contains the painting, was 
a white drapery extending the whole width of the room, with 
^^, We shall ne*€r look upon his like again^** inscribed m 
large characters. Directly opposite, the fine full-length of 
Garrick, by Gainsborough^ was surmounted by a similar 
scroll, whereon appeared ^^ He suited the action to theword.^* 
Over the folding doors of the entrance,, was an elegant 
transparency of the Immortal Bard, as issuing from the 
clouds, with the motto '* Thus dying clouds contend with 
glowing lightJ*^ This very pleasing and appropriate design, 
was lighted up during the evening and bad a most enchant- 
ing effect. Three large and riehly-cut glass chandeliers, 
suspended from the ceiling, were filled with a profusion of 
wax lights, and gave additional effect to the tasteful and 
characteristic decorations. 

The tables, three in number, were laid outin the best possi- 
ble manner, and the extent and variety of the devices dis-> 
played the perfection of tbe confectionary art ; the bill of 
fare presenteduU the delicacies of the season — and they were 
spread inabundant profusion ; the desert and wines were also 
of the first order; and we think that the well known abilities 
of ** Mine Host of the Falcon," Mr. Ashjield^ who pei-son- 
ally superintended the gastronomic arrangements^ were 
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never exerted with«m»rt lariWiMiiiaMttcgiiifAaB on the pre-^ 

Long- before tlmner wftesevtedupy the room w«» t to m &i ^ ' 
to excess, and many ^en tletneir appliedat tfretmr for'tickttt*' 
who conldnotbe- upfHied^^-those who hmFobtiiaied^a teat' 
beiii«;^ettnl}j ineonimod^ by the ^reat uumber of jptertoti^ 
preienti 

Exactly at fire o'clock the worshipful the Major, Tuoa. 
Ash WIN, £aq^ took the, chair; he was supported^n hi^ 
ri^ht by the Uev. Dr. Wade, — Rob, £sq. (feecofder of 
Maccle«/ield}, Jl G.Llot d,£s(]^, George Llotd, £sq^ 
and Mr. Aldermaa Burm an : on hialeft by J. Mills, £sq» 
EowAR-D GREAV£s,J£sq« Jam^es Biss&T,.£sq> and, several 
meinjl)ers of the Corporation. 

Tlie .Vie^Fl*e8idteui at the^centre tabie wus Mr. J^Mitwl^ '■ 
Gwuitm^ (Treasurer of the'€lub)« RicH^ito Gntt^tMsi, 
£^.: presided al2 the tabi«» on the right of the ' Mftyor;. 
Mv. Gm ftas WRio«T, Vice>^resideni. The chairnJaii^a^^ 
the.:table:oa*ihe.le£t, wa» Mr.. Ejowamo' Ashwin';; Yiee^ 
Presiiiitot,! Mr* TiioHAaUMBVRs, Si^i<>iior^ 

Aa,soon as theta^lea were covered, the worthy .'CbaUT'*^ 
man whoso urbanity of manners and gentlemanly a ttentiona 
lhr4)ughout the proc^dings of the day, gained for hinihe^. 
appfobaiion.oi aU pres«n|, .a^id the Grace from Macbedi i-*^ 

The cloth being withdrawn, NimnobhDamiri&j'was^&'neiy' 
suBf^by^Measflr. Brattv \lk\ef andChreaves, acconftpatyredby 
th«4>a«d of^th^Qud Warwitk^hire Leeal^ Militia/who were 
in^tlendane^ diiring'the^Temag^ and by the^ occasional-peW 
formante-of >patrioli€^ ait^and trhevce pieces W' in^sfc coht|i<ii^ * 
bttled t& the-eH%iBf>tataiiie)it of'the-conrpany;- 



♦ Tlic Dianer Tifck^ts'^nol trarafeifable) were 7«.6d^ eacA,. birt did- 
fMytlaohid^'wiiie.^ 



Th^eMAVoRtheBTOBet^propmetfaefirsttoMt'^Tlt^lLi^f;*' 
this was drank with the customary homonrs; arid ^bit 
«hduts of applause w6re jgf^nerally and feeling^ly intermingled 
with fervent wishes for his restoration to iiesuUi* " Ood mvip 
the King** was then sung by the prof\e8sional singers in 
attendance; the whofe company entWusiastically joining 
in the chorus. 

Toati^ <* Edgland and St. George:'' 

ZbflM^'^TheBiikeof Clafrence, and the other Minnhers of the Itoyal 

Fam^y. \'^ Drank with the g^i'eatest enthiKliffsni.^, . 
Glee—^' Hail Star of Brunswick.'' (By Messrs. Bratt^ RUey^fc Gresms. 
Toarf— "The Army and Navy." 
^ir— « Rule Pritaunia." 
Toast — The immortal memory of Sfaakspeare." (Drank, with profound 

silence ) 
Son^-— « Rule, Great Shakspeare." (By Mr. S. Gwinnett.) 
Toast— ^ The Memory of Garrick, and the Jubilite^ of 1769/' 
Song^^* The biith-place oif Shakspeare." (By Mr. Wm. Cooper ) 
Toast — ^ The Warwickshire Lasses." 
Air — " Ye Warwickshire Lads," 

Mr. J. Crump, of Birminghahi, then presented himself 
and spoke >as follows:— Mr. Mayor and Gentletten, the 
honourable task has fallen upon me to intrpdu<;e to your no- 
tice, an .address to his Majesty the Kiqg, purpQr43Bg to 
emanate from the Mayor, Aldermen^ Capital Rurgesscs and 
Vifl^tors of Stfd^tfdrd^tt|jon-Ayon, thanking his Majesty for 
the signal favoiir he has granted the town by sanctioaing ij^e 
present festivities, and for the honour conferred on the mem* 
bersof thcShakspearean €lub, by graciously consenting to 
become theii" Patron. This Address, Gentlemen, will lie for 
signature during the Festival at the Town Hall, and I doubt 
not but that every l^akspearean now pVesent, ^ill 
eagerly join the Constituted Authorities of the Borough, in 
paying. this proper and grateful tribute of respect toour be- 
loved Sovereign. Gentlemen, I am truly sorry toiind that 
our illustrious Patron is suffering from severe indisposition 
but favourable accounts have been received, and I aiii fii^^y 
persuade that every one who h^ars me will concur most 
heartily in wishing that George the Fourth may be speedily 
restored to health, and long, long continue to reign in peace 
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aii4 prosperity orer a toyal, free, and happj people ! * (Loud 
and lomg-^ontuiued applause.) 
, TdOMt^** The Lord Ueutenaot of the County;'— {This Toast was 
drank with immeoso dieeiinip, his Lordshq» being one of the Patrons 
of the Fc«tiTal.) 

Sra^— The lion and the Rose. ~ Admirably snng^ by Mr. Machiv, 
of Biiming^ham, a gfentleman possessing^ fine Yocal powers. 

Soii^F— Mary, list, awake !— Well snngby Mv. AiXAW, of Leamington. 

TVNUf— Our worthy high Steward,the£arlofPlymo«th.— Applause. 

6lc«— The Forester's Glee.— By Messrs. Bratt, Riley, and Greaves. 
7\m«#— Our worthy Recorder, Sir Gray Skipwith.— Imniense cheering. 

Tlie following original Song was then snng with mndi humour, by 
ikt Author, J. Bibsbt, Esq. of Leamington,— 

Tunc, ** Dtrry Dawn.^ 
Of the greatest of Barde you've to day had a taste. 
And I now claim attention to Bardling the ieoit; 
The JuBiLKE Joys are the subject I chnsej 
My object alone is a wish to amuse; 
Yovr indulgence I beg for an old-fashion'd Air, 
Fine singing you cannot expect from Grey Hair; 
Tho' weak, yet I'm willio^, for friends now and then. 
To trill off a Stave e'en at Three Score and Ten, 



* The following is a copy of the Address which has been numer- 
ously signed. 

« To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

^ Sias, — ^We, your M^esty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Mayor, Aldermen, Capital Burgesses, and others. Inhabitants and 
Visitors, of the Borough of Stratford-upon-Atom, deeply sensible 
of the manifold blessings we, in common with all our fellow country, 
men, enjoy under your Majesty's paternal rule, humbly beg leave to 
approach your Throne with sentiments of the most unfeigned gratitude 
lor the signal mark of Royal fieivour and condescension which your 
Majesty has lately bestowed upon the Birth-place of Shakspeare, in 
becoming the Patron of the Shakspearean Club, and of the Festivities 
in honour of this day, under their superintendence. 

*^ In joining in that universal tribute of lo3ralty and affection which 
the annual return of this day always calls forth from a grateful People, 
the recollection that your Majesty, is now by the blessing of Provi. 
dence recovering from Indisposition, will giv^a zest to the festivities 
of your subjects,' which could only be encreased by your Majesty's 
perfect restoiation to health. 

'^ Accept, most gracious Siro, the assurance of our faithful and loyal 
attachment to your Majesty's sacred Person and Government,— <»ur 
ardent wishes, united with our fervent prayers, that a gracious ajad aH 
powerful Providence may restore to your Majesty the inestimable 
blessing of health; and grant that your Majesty may long continue to 
reign, with glory and happiness, in the hearts of a free, flourishing, 
brav^ and affectionate People." 
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In honour of Shaktpearey •' The Wartoiekshire Wag^ 
Of whom both his County and Country still bragp, 
A Club of choice Fellows, with liberal hand. 
To-day haye presented a Jubilee g'raod ; 
In Cottume appropriate, richly arrayed, 
Shalupearean Charactere here were displayM; 
Whilst their own Native Poet in semblance was seen, 
With Royal Elizay Old, Eng^land's fam'd Queeu. 

Melpomene graye, and Thalia were there. 

With Rosalind g^ay and sweet Imogen fair; 

There was Hamlet the Dane, and youngf Romeo too, 

DetdemonOj OthellOy nSd Shy lock the Jew; 

Kingty Queene^ Duket, and EarUy with Barone were rife. 

With Hqtepur, Macbeth^ and the bold TAane of Fife; 

So splendid a scene in Great Britain^ I ween, 

As Stratford's famM Jubilee never #as teen! 

To add to the splendour of this norel tight, 

The Committee (from Xondon) eugag*^ Charlie Wright^^ 

Who the fam'd Pte-haid Horeee brought with him from Town, 

With dresses en Mtuque^ from the King to the Clown : 

He is caird *< Prince Champagne;^ and oft « King Colonnade^* 

Thm piide of the Opera— ^rand Masquerade ; 

The Kuler of Ton, and V^ne Merchant in Chief, 

None e'er equalled him yi)t but << Our Warwickshire ThieJ!** 

Our Monarch, God bless him, so frank and so free. 
Condescended the C/ui('« Royal Patron to be; 
Thus honourM of course, the glad Members now dub 
Themselves, as t' The Royal Shakspearkan Club.** 
The Warwickshire Members their sanction sent down ; 
Earl Plymouth^ High Steward of Stratford old Town, 
As Patron appeai'^d on the Jubilee Day, 
With their ancient Recorder, the worthy Sir Gray.\ 

*Mongst liberal Patrons and Donors most kind, 

Many names of fair Ladies and Nobles you*ll find ; 

Warwick'^s Earl and CounlesSy Lord Dormer^ and more 

Of such high titlM worthies at least a lull score ; 

And to add to the sports uf the Jubilee days, 

TheyMl have Masques, Public Breakfasts, ricjkk Fireworks 8; Plays; 

That we doubt} not but what every Visitor gay. 

From the Festivcds grand, will well pleasM go away. 



♦This gentleman was so much pleased with the high compliment 
paid him, that he presented the Author with a do^en of his best **spark- 
iiog dud creaming Champagne.*' 

f Sir Gray Skipwith, Bart. Recorder of the Borough. 
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As Patromt aad Siewards to Comcert and BaUy 
The Hi^h-SherifTs name— '^o/ton Kingy now I call; 
^Sifuif lAoffd—Dr. ThompHm^George Lucff^ M.P, 
With the honoured namei of both Shirley and Leigh, 
To sum up the Litt of th^ Stewards so rai*^ 
lliey had Stratford-on Avon's Most Worshipful Mayor. 
Fill your Bun^pers, my Worthies, and let the Hall rifigf 
With success to their Club, aud their Patron—THE King! 

[Loud and continued shouts of laug^hter and applause followed the 
introduction of this able and humotiroiiis Sons'.] 

Mr. WiLLtAM RoG£R», of Leaming^ton, than ro^ and 
gaye the health of the Worshipful tlie Mtiyor in tire Ifolkw- 
ing terms: -^Gentlemen, in rising to p'ropose the hrealth of 
our worthy Chairman, I cannot let slip the opportttnity of 
congratulating the Cluh and indeed erery iShaJupeaman 
present, that this great festival has occurred during the 
period, of his Mayoralty ; sure lam, that -to him wevwe 
in jif^reat measare, the brilliaiitsucceM and ^be exalted pa- 
tronage that has crowned onr effoi*ts, for it i6 well known 
that he has warmly seconded every proposiUon which a^all 
conduced ta the fulfilment of our designs. Nor, .Oeittle- 
men has he confined his exertions merely to the^ie ohjeets, 
not less is the town of Stratford indehted to hxwe for the 
ahle and impartial manner i» which he has discharged his 
ofiicial duties. May he. Gentlemen, may he long^ continue 
as on this day to he surrounded hy hid friends, in health 
aud happiness,, and may he live to see that the praiseworthy 
spirit he has shown, act as an exantple to his soecesfiisrs. 
(Immense cheering followed the proposition (ffthis Tbtut) 

Edward iGrbA'ves, Esq. presenrted himself and -said 
Gentlemefi, I e^mcur rae»t heartily in the sentiments of 
grateful respect entertained by the last speaker towards our 
worthy President; and believing that shall but echo the 
general wishes of the company. I propose that the toast 
be given "vHth 3 times S. (Continued cheers.) 

The Mayor returned thanks as follows ; Gentlemen, I 
cannot but highly esteem the welcome, the honourable tri- i 
bute of respect you have this day con<ferred upon me;— * 
and glad am I to find^ that my endeavours faithfully and 



«prig;litly to discharge thedutiet of mjr office hare met with 
your approbation. — £ feel proud» Gentlemen^ that it baa 
fallen to my lot to fill my present situation at the partico^ 
lar period of a second Jubilee Festival in honour of our 
Immortal Shakspeare. In my character as- chief Magistrate 
of the Borough y I. conceived it my duty to render to the 
Committee of the Royal Shakspearean Club^ all the assist^ 
ance in my power; as a private individual they have at all 
times had.my best wishes and services. Gentlemen, I have 
had ample means of knowing the labour, the anxiety, the 
personal sacrifices, and the steady zeal attendant upon the 
getting up of the Splendid Dramatic Spectacle we have this 
day witnessed, and i cannot refrain from. th«w publicly 
banking in the name of the Borough, those gentlemen who 
by their laudable perseverance and success, have so greatly 
contributed to the amusement of all present, and honoured 
not only themselves but also the Town of Stratford : — as a 
Magistrate I highly approve of the very proper and grateful 
tribute they propose paying toour most gracious Sovereign, 
for his condescending goodness in patronising the Gala; as 
an inhabitant of the borough, and of course deeply interested 
in every thing that concerns its-charaeter andwelfare, I bcr 
held with great pleasure the numerous and respectable 
assemblage which the exertions of these gentlemen has indu- 
ced to attend us this day, (an inducement I beg to say, 
honourable to the feelings of each individual,) and as an hum- 
ble yet ardent, admirer of the Great Poet, to whose revered 
memory they have consecrated the present Jubilee Festival, 
they have my most hearty commendation; I therefore, Gen- 
tlemen, propose with 3 times 3, ** the Committee of the 
Royal Shakspearean Club, and many thanks to them for 
the very able manner in.whieh they have conducted the 
festivities of the day.** / Tremendous cheering. J 

Mr. Edward Ashwin returned thanks in the following 
terms: — Gentlemen, I beg to assure you in behalf of myself 
and my brother Committee-men, that whatever time and 
trouble we have bestowed upon the various arrangements 

M 
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rf^pUite for the fdfraitBf md natmilig^ this Fettival^ wt dinK> 
sideroimclTCt amply Mpijdd by the success that has hithert^ 
marked its coorse, and still more so by the grateful meed 
of your kind approbatien. In keeping * ' the eten tenouri^f 
our way," we had three main objects constantly in view- 
to pay due homage to the memory of Shakspeare-^to do good 
to the town-^and to render thoGala as a whole, not mtworthy 
df the illustrious patronage with which it has been honoured. 
Oentlem^ infortherancieof these views, we have, I anr proud 
to say, received the support of the Constituted Authorities 
of the Borough and the Ck>unty— the liberal donations t>f 
many noble and distinguished individuals, and the aid of bo 
mean portion of literary talent. To particularize these, will 
not. Gentlemen, I consider, be required, but I cannot refrain 
from mentioning with grateful respect the Countess of War<^ 
wick, whose hand was '^ open as day to melting eharky;" 
and the Rev. I>r. Wade,' who stands foremost in the list of 
those talented individualato whomweare under obligation, 
and whose attendance and notice shed a lustre on our former 
meeting ; and who has again I am happy to perceive honoured 
us with hi^ company. We also consider ourselves deeply 
indebted to Isaac Cowen, Esq. and his nephew Mr. Saiaman, 
for the composition, literary and musical, of an appropriate 
Ode, expressly got up for the present occasion; and which 
will, I doubt not, receive as it richly deserves, the m^ of 
public approbation. Ungrateful , Gentlemen^ i ndeed shsM 
weappear if I omit the name of Mr. Raymond, withoutwboie 
unceasing exertions and professional assistance, thespecta<;le 
of to-day would have been " shorn of its beams ;*^ td bin/, 
Gentlemen, we lie under very considerable oblig^ations^ and 
I do hope that he will receive the reward' he so ri<;hly de- 
serves, by an overflowing audience to the various species of 
after-amusement he has so amply provided. {Loud and 
long -continued applause,) 

Toasi — ^**Thc Members for the County."— ^/.oi«d cheers. j 
7Vmm#— *' The Countess of Warwick.*'— ^Crrco* applause.J 
Toasi-^** The Stewards of the Ball.'*— f CftcieT* J 
TooH-r^ Dr.CoaoWyy-^ Long-^iontinUed plcatdiU.) 
Sonff^** Should auld acquaintance." 
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TheWoHbjihf ATba tbciivosendMd^Ms^entleniciDrpI tia 
about tor propose the health of a GeBtleotaiii, whose eeif^cea 
to our *^ g'ood cause* ^ have been gpreat ; steEiidiiig> hf^bas he 
doei^iB dieestiinatioB of the literary worlds eidogy from me 
is as uraiecessary as it would be superfluous ; the litsispeaker 
bas very properly a^Terled to the honour he eonfcrred upon 
us by bis attendance at ourformermeetlng, and g^lad i am to 
see hiu^again anKMigst us to-day« Gentletnien, I propose the^ 
be^thof the Rev. Dr. Wade, with StimesS. {^Immemeeheens} 

The Rev. Dr; Wai>e tben rose and spoke as follows:?— 
Mr. Mayor and Gent iemen^ It is with no ordinary feeiiiig% 
of gratitude, that 1 beg^ you to accept my acknowledgments 
for the honour you have conferred upon me in drinking my 
heahb. The occasion of our present meeting — the place-— 
and the respectable company 1 see around me, — give a zesi 
toyoul? kindness, that passes the show of mere compliment. 
Willingly would I, upoi) uny other opportunity , content my« 
self with saying ** I thank you;" but ^ince the object of us 
ally is to pay homage at the shrine of our Sovereign Bard,, 
higher though ts than personal ones fill the soul. In venerating 
his sacred name, we hallow the cause of piety, literature, and 
patriotism. The patriarchal custom bf keeping Bitrh-days ia 
of the remotest antiquity, and is solemnly recorded in the 
Bookof Job. Solon introduced the usageof commending the 
dead at the anniversaries of festivals of the Greeks; and botb 
Greeks and Romans considered such celebratidns amongst 
their most imperative duties. Heathen Poets and public 
benefactors to their country, were for centuries after their 
decease celebrated to the echo by funeral honours-^public 
processions— orations, and entertainments. Candidates for 
the highest stations in the magistracy were elected or re- 
jected, according as they excelled, or fell short, in giving 
posthumous praise; and even the spirits of the mighty dead 
were thought to look down with pleasure upon these testimo- 
nials of remembrance, if they were offered by sincere friends 
to tbe character, and unfeigned admirers of departed* worth. 
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. With how much truth, then, maj not 1 congratulate yoa» 
Geutlemeny who are sons of the same soil, — ^neighbours,— * 
friends,— or countrymen of the object of our admiration — 
the Immortal Skakspbarb, — that yon in 1830 adopt to 
the very letter, the genuine spirit of the Athenian manner 
by paying respect to the most universal genius the world 
erer saw! What the ancients did by separate celebrations, 
•f the birth, — success in life, — return from banishment,—- 
and death ; you (owing to the charmed destinies of our Poet*s. 
life and his dying on the anniversary of his nativity) do by 
accumulation ; with this happy improvement, — ^you,in place 
•f the heathen rite of making a votive offering to the manes 
•f theillnstrious deceased, act up to the ChrisUan sentiment 
of the Christian Poet in '^making gold do its right nature'* 
by performing on this day the ** twice blessed" work of 
charity. It is, therefore. Gentlemen, gratifying to see your 
Chief Magistrate preside at this banqiuet^' — and whata distin- 
guished honour it is to have a King, who is as eminent for his 
liberality as for all the accomplishments of a scholar and a 
gentleman, for your Patron. 

Gentlemen,- -The Father of the English Drama, in what*- 
ever point of view we consider him, is a most unparalleled 
character. He arose among the nations one of those intel- 
ligences which once in many centuries visit this mortal 
scene, to infuse a new stock of ideas and open, as it were, 
other senses in mankind. As in his intellectual powers, so 
in his fortunes, he stood apart from all men before or since. 
He was himself alone ! VVhitst we are acquainted with the 
minutest circumstances relating to public men of the re- 
motest antiquity^ we know almost nothing of the child of 
our own household. His Entrance into and Exit from life 
are like the extremities of a rainboW; hidden in clouds and 
darkness. This favourite son of Apollo was born like the 
Hebrew Legislator near the banks of a river,* he was as 
much persecuted (but without equal reason) as Lucian, — fled 
like him from his native town a houseless wanderer, — ^be- 
came by the unassisted force of his own genius the com- 
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panion of Cobles, the faroarite of princes, and **to kindly 

u>ere the elements mixed in him, he was enehandngly beloved of 

all.** Altboagli, be, as suddenly as a pyramid of fire, shot 

up **to the highest heaven of invention^* to illuminate tbe 

world,— yet, instead of triumphing^ as Pindar did in bis 

eagle flight above all competitors, — he, when tbe sons of 

song railed themselves before the intensity of his genius^ 

ss abruptly quitted the theatre of bis glory — 

''The crown he preferrM was in hb heart, 

''Not on his head— not deck'd with Indian stones, 

*• Not to be seen — 

**The crown is caird content.'* 

Instead of wooing the Muses, like a modem Noble Bard 

upon the Ismenian rivers, he with deep religious feeling 

. sought retirement-* 

^'This shadowy desert — these nnfreqnented woods, 
*'I better brook, than flourishing peopled towns; 
" Here I ran sit alone, unseen of any, 
" And to the nig^htingale^s complaining notes, 
"Tune my distresses and record my woes/* 

Yes, Gentlemen, he preferred solitude and heavenly con- 
templation on *' the willow'd banks" of his own Avon; and 
made *' a swan-like end, fading in music." Alas ! bow un- 
gratefully he was treated by his country after his death. 
How different his posthumous fate from that of the ancient 
Classics. Heaven and earth were filled with the deifying 
incense of their praise: but Shakspeare, ** the great heir 
of F'ame,**^^^*^ Fancy* s sweetest child^* was robbed of his 
rich inheritance. Spenser quickly obtained a resting-place 
beside Chaucer, but it took a hundred years to h6ave back 
the reluctant portals of Westminster Abbey to receive even 
a cenotapbial monument to the honour of the Muses* High 
Priest — tbe prouder one of his Works lay like ''a garden, 
overrun with foreign weeds." — ^The fire at my native town 
reduced to dust a world of heavenly Philosophy, and left not 
<' a rack behind." Notwithstanding all these disadvantages, 
he rose an immortal Phoenix from bis ashes,— a Hales vin- 
dicated his rights, and a Garrick on this very spot fixed 
him ** highest on the rolls of fame." 

"Death makes no conquest of this conqueror; 
" For still he lives in fame, though not in lile.^ 

N 



GentlcoieD,'— -1 would not by.iM^ iaappropriato''K]^enra» ^ 
tlont wiUinglf injore biaki^h literary character any whtre-^ 

«-^ — ^Icastofall 

<<Ilereitandiiir near his flrrare^** 

It iS) faowe^er, I think, capable of demonstration, that we 
not only *' never shall,** bat, in the nature of things, never 
can **look npon his like again.** Time and circumstances 
are, in my opinion, as necessary to develope the divine qaa- 
litiesof the Poet as th^ martial ones of the Warrior: the 
noble-minded Campbell* looked upon the Battle-plain of 
Hobenlinden, and the Poet Wcdfe lived long emiugh to im« 
iii«rlali«e himsirif and the British Hero, Sir John Moore, 

Shakspeare appeared at a most critical period, and pQe 
moil suitable to his talents.— The Turks had long before 
driven the Greeks fr^in Constantinople— their wisdom in 
tnm, sabdued ignorance in ltaly,r— Catholic Piety in tro- 
daced Greek Literature into England^and the Laical S^chooU 
master was tqo|i after abroad. The Bible was open to all, 
Inresemb^nceof the double-purrented Mediterranean, the 
streams of Afinstrel Poetry — the savage pomp and heroism 
of ba^nial manners, together with black vesper*s pageant, 
tnd all the '* old storial shows** were ebbing away, ^ 
rapidly as classical and scientific lore was flowing in. Fox 
bis sake, as it were, the hand of Time was put back, and 
the march of events quickened, in order that he might at 
once be a'oquainted with the Saxon and Norman traditions 
— their golden garlands; sonnets and ballads, legendary 
mysteries, conventual moralities, as well as all the various 
Stores of modern learning. Between his birth and manhood 
a deluge of translations appeared, as if by a literary miracle. 
He was present at the last Royal Pageant at Kentl worth, and 

.....«.- ^ - — ■ — ■ . . i 

• The Rev. Dr. had doubtlessly io yiew that beautiful poetic effusion 
of Glunpbeirt,coiiimenciDgf-witfa the wordd — 

'H)a Linden when the sun wa» low**— 
wliich thft amiabla Poet wroteon tlie field of battle, baTfng! viewed the 
dreadful combatfrom the towers of Holbi^Und^ ; and vi«tie4,the filam 
on the evening before the fight aiid also the momiog after its terminal 
tion^^EviTOR* 
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9Qmt4^ Iba fin^iH^HiAB ptujw at tfielnu of Qaurt i» tb« 
oie^rofK^lU* Herove4 thro* Ac«deiiuegroT«;8 andJEpieurean 
|^%r4tfiui-^the mantU of ^be Minatrel-muse lay at his ftttit^ on 
either liaQ4 th« Harp of Jii^dah and tiur Lyre of Orpheva^. 
Hoary Antiquity was bis.treasure-bo use, ScivDce display 'd 
t^^ wondiii'S of Creatiou»— and Naturf) herself revealed to 
hiui the secrets of the human heart. This i^reat observer 
stood Jpiuf-like upon the strand of Eternity viewing the 
paatand the future,^ — <* before him was the garden of Eden^^., 
behipd hi ma desolate wilderness.'* Hence, the intermixture 
of the terrible Graces with the exquisite bt^utiesof hisworka». 

««_^ ^ rHis free drift 



^H^Us^nut parlienlariy, but moves itself 

'4ivA vi4f ten* 



.»» 



One idea presented to his iraagination, nndergoee the 
optical effect of a boundless gallery, — ^it is naltiplied by^ 
the reAective powers ad itifinihtm. His mind^is a soUmiiP 
temple of imagery, wlience he delivers to ns all the netionv 
and sviperstitions of the Grecians, Egyptians, and Chiii^ 
deans. He thmws out no expression withoat a profonad 
iiieamng-— every phruse has a point as well as a moral, and^ 
oftentimes, a religious bearing. Where Othetlo, speaking 
of the handkerchief be gave to Desdemona, 



« — . — ; r-there*8 magpie in the web of it, 

**A Sybil in ber prophetic fury sewed the work,** — 

allusion is made to the Thessalian women» or the ^ustonpi of 
those at Rome, who used to work celestial forms in gold and 
^Iver upoft the most costly tapestry, figures derived through 
Greece from the star-worshipers denounced in the second 
Book of Kings. He ridioules the belief (although the old 
Almanack *' daabery" has its advocates even now) in 
^^ spherical predominance,*' — in the *' tutelar signs** of 
^trology^ connected with the early ages of astronomy, 
and fkractised by Hetuod and. other Grecian Poets equally 
witii the. Kjistera Celestial Watchers.. He calls such creduf 
Uty^r-^^ Thffir ex'eellent foppery of the worid» that, wheu^ we 
are aick oi fortune (often the surfeits of our onivn bebavioiir) 
we make the Snn, Moon, and Stars guilty of our disasters.'' 
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which the Byblus (once so flourishing^ on the banks of the 
Nile) was applied in sacrifices; and the ** sealing*' is a relic 
of the customs alluded to in Scripture, originating in the 
earliest ages of the Jews, and now in imitative use in our 
legal instruments. The sceptres of monarchs, — the wands 
and ensignial chains of civil authorities, — the evil- 
averting charms on the necks of infants, are the offspring 
of the most holy and most abused Oriental usages. The 
disastrous stars, necromancers, and sorcerers, he repudi- 
ates as the denounced of holy men. His Witches ^* that 
do a deed without a name,'* — 'Might hating Ghosts,'* — 
*' Goblins,'* and ** all the instruments of darkness,'* — are 
the lineal descendants of the faith of the Patriarchs and 
^* of the o\d time before them,** which, in coming down the 
stiream of Time, have been corrupted and disfigured by the 
superstitions of all the countries they journeyed through, 
until they were lost in the chaotic confusion of the dark 
ages. This commingled mass of Gothic superstition and 
antediluvian errors, whose horrid portents vainly alarmed 
the breasts of our Kings and stained our Courts of Justice 
with innocent blood, would have gone into oblivion ^^like 
the baseless fabric of a vision ;** the historic gulph could not 
have been passed, but for the records of our PonU/ex opiu 
mus et maximus^ ** He has figured the nature of the times 
deceased ; — he has graven their history with the pen of a 
diamond in the rock for ever. 

This great Diviner creates order out of disorder. At 
bis command the graves yield up the sheeted dead; and 
Royal Shades of departed greatness pass in sad review before 
him. *' After he had exhausted worlds he then imagined 
new.*' ^' He calls spirits from the vasty deep ;" — thoso 
elementary beings that move in earth, air, or fire; above, 
about, or underneath; — at his bidding, they appear, or bio 
baek to their confines. But the height of his great argu- 
ment is discernable in the symbolic use he makes of them 
to shew the futility of all religions except the Christian. He 
not only gives to ** airy nothing, a local habitation and a 



under tbfr«aiioimt.ii^tboUi9|r. lie ibeiiBAbem to4>6«spM»» 
tioos for and reprvsentationa of the First Great Cause— the 
TuriedCrod of ihett eathensi Wftilart he carries nature beyond 
lier terrestrial limits in the *^ Cherub sin|^in^ at Rearen^ir 
gates;'* inthe^^Ekes'of hills^ standing iakes; andgrores;** 
ia his Caliban heimpersonatin the unrehaste orgies^ of the 
PagamT^mpleworsfaip. Heexposesthe secrets ofthe^^- 
sinian mysterieSy whicb liepodotus darsdnot syllable. The 
boastful enigma upon the portals of the Temple of Isi% visiv^ 
" No mortal hath yet uuTeHed-me^** eluded the detection of 
all mankind till Shakspeare wrote the soluetion iii44HMrteiera^ 
of firs, as legibly 'a» Mhe hannU writings upon tbe^iMPdli^ 
M ilteahimselfy in imitation of tbe run&ersiv the Atbeniaw 
terdk-race, snatched the Promethean light from Shakspee«et' 
He.de¥oted«U€»to learn what* our'' Poet saw^ata-gleeee^ 
and wrote, himself blind to derelope in. hiainuBOrtal^waril^ 
aU Ibe knowledge containedin' the cyphers of ¥fIMv Shake- 
peace wi tk onev stroke of his> pea gave htm: the keyi«^^ 

** It dotli'aiiwce<me that 

«< He«lMu)d M>. 

^ Get the itart of the majestic world, 

'*'Aud bear the palm alone." 

Wky then should hypercritic^ carp at tririal ev^tigjkts^^ 
false quantities^ andprepositional mifitukes4n hie pevapliM^ 
s^of Greek; wben^ by bis« parallel passagfs^ Idiomftlif 
gendering of tenses, and even by hieVirgilian^anaehf oniemiji 
^ well as by the Epitaph on his owa tomb,-- he provet 
himself a scholar, and (if Scaliger's opinion be correct, thai 
If^lection is preferable to indiscriminate reading) ^'aripe 
end gpod one."' The " calUda jvnctura\ (so strongly re»h 
commended by Horace): of his pure English, equalljr free 
fienL the Euphuistical character of his own times^ and the 
l^markedoneof ours, renders it the standard and landmapk 
oi the language. " Brevity isthe eoulof'^ his'^' witf ' — a 
w«ird from him is a text for commentators, antiquarians, and 
piritologav, .to write Tolumesupon;— the eligktest eipresit 
sifina are : gems.that itfaatrate^icieAce, feudal castonm; aftd 
Ee;gtii^ History, aaauidi as those cj^/iiiiirioal oii»#diseo^^ed 
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amongst the mint of Babylon, illmtrate and prore the truth 
of aome4>f the most interesting passages of Holy Writ. 

Gentlemen, It is not in the spirit of flattery, bat of justice 
to the dead^ that I maintain, that next to the Religion and Laws 
of a Country, the Drama is the greatest national benefit; — 
for its lessonsand satires sometimes reach farther than either. 
It makes Vice *' a fixed figure for the hand of Scorn^*' 
^ To pohit his slow immoyioi^ finger at,** 

and folly — 

^ To walk like contempt alone.** 
Aristophanes in his Nephelai exposes the sophistry of the 
Philosophers who confounded virtue with vi^ce. The pri- 
mitive Fathers as well as St. Paul were well read in the Dra- 
matic Poets and other Heathen Writings, and occasionally 
used them as the outworks of religion. Are there no vain 
deceits in the writings of Hume and Gibbon, and their too 
numerous disciples, to '* spoil ui^'^f It is no valid objection 
to the Drama that it has been abused, any more than it is to 
eloquence itself; nor, that it owes its origin to false religion, 
for Heathenism is but a corruption of the true one ; and if it 
were so, it operates in Shakspeare*s favour, because he is the 
first and greatest reformer of the Dramatic Art. ** No 
levelPd malice infects a comma in the.course he holds.*' On 
the contrary he converts such writing to its legitimate pur- 
pose, as it is employed in the various dramatic parts of the 
Scriptures, to convey moral and religious truth. He excels 
Butler and Paleyin depicting.the analogy between a pbysicsl 
and moral world ; — he accomplishes Lord Bacon's idea of the 
supremacy of Poetry over History, in the power of repre- 
senting characters and objects as they ought to be. To such 
a pitch he soared above the rest of professed Dramatists, — 
more vigorous than he whois called the Athenian Shakspeare, 
•—more grave than Seneca, — more lively than Plautus* — ^ho 
eombines in his Tragi-(}omedy their several excellencies;—^ 
and the Socraticse Chartse of the Ancients grow pale before 
the Christian Ethics of the modern Cory phoeus. The ^Ma^c* 
ter Spirit* of all ages not only presents us with the Children 
ff the Schools, but with the Men of Nature. His rtrjnvgm 
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are not inerudita voluptaies only to please the *' gprouncU 
lings/' but m seria ducunt, Reg^ardlesa of Aristotle's 
cheeks, be breaks through the unities of time, place, and 
action, to secure those of sense and decency. He shames the 
French School of Destiny by proving that '^ all chance is 
direction which we cannot see;*' — ''holds up the mirror*' 
to show their ** black and grained spots" to^^the writers and 
readers of Italian blasphemy. If the Divine Bishop Hall 
gloried that he firat introduced Satire into England, why 
should we quarrel with our poet because he ''hits the 
sense of common apprehension" in its most vulnerable 
points ; and by quoting their " quaint devices," their then 
" modern instances,'^ and uncouth phrases, — he preserve* 
the flies in amber. 

Away then with the zeal of modern un-English Puritanical 
correctors of the Press, without knowledge or charity; who 
would scour off with s.icreligious hands the time-honoured 
rust of our Dramatic Juvenal, under pretence of removing 
theincrustationsof his writings. In my opinion, Shakspeam 
thus reformed would be deformed ; because the light of His- 
tory would be wanting. His literary structure, with all its 
" unpleasing blots and sightless stains," resembles some of 
our oldest Gothic churches, which are at the same time sanc- 
tuaries of Christianity, and their taper-spires, in structure 
and direction — records of Eastern and Western Sun-wor- 
ship^ and point to the grand Apostacy before the Flood. 

I am free to confess that our Historic Bard is the most 
powerful as well as most universal uninspired Teacher of 
mankind. His meanings do not " play round the head and 
enter not the heart.*' His thousand moral pictures supply 
studies for the pencil and the chisel of Artists. In his des- 
cription of Man, — " how infinite in faculties! how like a 
God ! " — he is himself the Great Sublime he draws 1 His 
moral machinery- is applicable to all ; none are too high pr 
too low for its operation. " The Divinity that doth hedge 
liking," is softened.by king-becoming graces;— the pea^ 
saiit is secure and happy in the sacred ties of father^ son, and 
And brother; the soldier and citizen are taught " to do ail 
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within ** the leaf of Pity wril/' p>le«4fQraccepUmee^/^ IUba^ 
Aj^^la trumpet tqngu d.r Id his writiog;^ marder, uUU 
terj» an4^ttioid«i appal luuby their, hid^oua IrcAta BjifonsN 
wMiiiji|^hrfetreariD8,ut^ leaiig^iHM-anoaaiftadiki ** ce i n «q ad - 
th^^ji^gf edieataiaf the poitoB.?<i chalice** of ain <q our Upse Tha 
Mfvr^l Legialatpr. wa^ nade for the approftchinir ^^-<^ un^ 
Tan^edveatiofi^aait waatQ.be the recipien^iof hiftinaftriM*- 
ti^MI* DifftfsionQfkaoifffed|^ewa8iobehiapBbli«h«»9 tbaMba^ 
thjonijtmdi aeveral tonguaft oC coBafiiance. 

^ Like HiMTeii's cfaerabim, 

'* Upon the tight lest cousen of the air, 

**• Might blow the horrid deeds in every eye.** 

laeoiarged huiu;uuty Shakapeare is still in advance of oiur- 
tiniea aa.well as his own. Alihoug^h we have drawn nearer 
ta the nature of this liberal Churchman and. friend of all v 
frefd<mi9 political and religious, yet England is still ** the 
house of bondage to the children of Israel." The Bard of: 
Avon in his day remembered the untuned harps of the cap^ 
tives *' who sat 4own and wept by the waters of Babylon*:'*' 
He lamented their present disabilities. In four brief wovdi» . 
▼iz. *' the slaves ardours/* , how smart a lashdoih h« glrti 
the Christian, conscience. I n the enunciatio&.of these woids^ 
he shewa the dearth of real .argumeat for thie slavery he jia^ 
tici pates, and removes all the objections urged by mi^ght 
over right 'for their thraldom. His appeal to a more right- 
eous judgment is unanswerable'^-'* Hath not a Jew eyes, 
dimensions, affections ; hurt by the same weapons, healed b]^ 
the samemeans, as a Christian is." 

May the instru^stions.of the Poetical Prophel of ; the' 
Qentiles be listened toi As the Jews be^^ been burt so lei 
.them be healed by the. same means, as the Cathottc aud' 
Protestant . Dissenting Christians, if. the Jews'hare v» 
religious dealings with the Samaritans it is not written thet^ 
th«..Samari tanatsball have none ^nyth the Jews-^We sbttHp^ 
therefore best reeomw^eadimrChiiitian profisium^iij prae**- 
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tiftiDg^ that cbarity whfch is the chief virtue of the Christian 
law. Who can read the pathetic letter of Rebecca, the 
Jewess, from the pen of the great Northern Enchanter, 
without wishing to make atonement for the sufierings her 
people have so long and so patiently endured at our hands. 

I feel in danger of encroaching too much upon your time, 
but . i beg your attention for a few moments longer. 
Whether this great subject for Criticism has been praised or 
blamed too much, '' that is the question?*' One thing how- 
ever is certain, — he comes before us to-day with the best 
credentials that an uninspired man can bring. He has 
outlived his century — the acknowledged and severest test 
of merit. And additional centnry has only brought him 
additional esteem. Foreign countries, once his detractors, 
now contend with us in respect for his genius. The more 
enlightened nations become — the mere he is read; and the 
more he is read, the more he is admired, till ^ appetite' 
grows with what it feeds upon." If Sheridan amused his 
thousands at home, Shakspeare amuses and instructs his 
ten thousands in as many different places at home and abroad. 
— These signs of his meridian glory, as well as the glancings 
of his dawn, and the star of his twilight—* 

" Mark him extraordinary, 
And aU the courses of his life do shcMr, 
He is not in the roll of common men.*^ 

Nor is this the " be-all*' and " end-all*' of his renown — 
it will be co-extensive with extending civilization — -it is 
expanding in America — progressing from the Indus to the 
Pole ; — the oaken chaplet of the British Bard, has eclipsed 
the Grecian bays, and when the triumphs of Kings and Heroes 
occupy a few pages in history — his glory will fill the world — - 

M ; — compared with which, 

"The Laurels that a Caesar reaps are M'ecds.*' 

His wide reaching influence will not brook being cabined 
within the walls of Theatres or limits of kingdoms. When 
centuries have rolled over your graves, your ^'household 
words*' will be on the tongues of millions in all countries. 
His birds will chaunt melody in every bush,— ^his clowna 
p 
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u^ter daintj passageaof wh, — E4g;ar willscttre the tig^hi^— • 
and FalsU^ 8hak« tbestdes af his attditors with laughter, — 
in bis livery will walk crowns and coroBets, — *^ theiceptr'd 
pall come sweeping by, — Ophelia will melt another people 
with her piteous 8trains,^-^and ^* Richard be himself s^ain^*' 
His descriptions founded on historic fact are so dipt in 
the colours of HeavenH^embellished with the gold of sci- 
ence^^— «nd' recommended by the charms' of Poetry and> 
HUiJ^berSy that is long as man has discourse of reason, ** age 
canndt wither nof custom stale his infinite variety. 

« trherc he is, th^i'e iv the world itself, 
^ With every pteasat« in th^ world ; 
^ And where he it notj-^desolation.'* 

England and Shakspeare are now convertil^e terms— be is« 
the animating soul of the nation. Since, then, Old Time 
has led him to his end, and goodness and he for upwards- 
of ^200 years have filled up *f one'' homely '' monument,*'— 
is it not high time that one more suitable to the honour of 
this marking seal of the world, who confers the greatest 
honour upon us should be raised, — that the prophetic words 
of the great *' chronicler" himself, viz. 

^ I haresokiien^hts of memory in this kin§fdom, 
** Which now to claiming vantage doth invite me'* 

should be accomplished? '* It is a consummation devoutly 
to be wisb*d*' that the debt of gratitude so long in arrear 
should be discharged, for thanks to men of noble minds, 
living or dead, is honourable meed* 

I hope, therefore, very shortly to see a National Monument^ 
which I doubt not will receive Royal Patronage — erected 
upon bis native soil, worthy of the genius of the Poet — the 
progressof the arts — and the grandeur of the empire. — Thus 

^ When all to Timers consumption shall be given, 
*^ Sbakspeai'e for whom it stands will btand in heaven.** 

This address teat frequently interrupted by shouts of applause^ and 
Us conclusion W€u followed by loud and long-continued marks of 
app^6&dtion.i^ 

• We are indebted to the columnrof the Leamington Courier^ 
for a more particular detail of the above Speech, than we should have 
otherwise been aUe to furnish. 
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T^HHt-^Tbc Corpon^ion of 8itnti6rd.'-^Applau§e,J 

M r* AUlennan Bu rm a n briefly returned thanks. iCheersY 

Smtp-^^ We shall ne*er look apon kk like agfaio.'* by Mr. Maehin, 
in admirable ptyJe. 

Lonf Dorhter,— ^ir Cbarlei Throckmorton, Bart-.-^Bvelyn John 
Shirley, Esq; M. P.— Georg-^ Lucy, Esq M. P.— Chandos L^iirb, Ettq. 
J. I^tlips, Esq. of Edstone House, — ^T. More, Jksq. and thanks to 
thein for their liberal donations, were theii severally g'lVeii from the 
Chair, and received with shouts of approbation. 

Mr. E. A9HWIN then presented himself. — Mr. Mayor 
and' Oemhmen^ I ence more rise for the purpose of dis- 
cbar^dg'H pleslsing iiud grateful part of my duty, av Ibe 
r^pi^esentmWe of the Committee of the Royal Shakspei^ean 
CH^;'^Gimtfeti!en, 1 propose With 3 limes 3, the hei^th of 
Mrl PrattinB> Raymond j to whose unceasing, able, and ind^i^- 
fttfigabl<^t^ertions, v^e-are mainly indebted for thteeffeetivew' 
ness^nd l*eglllarity with which the Dl*amatic Spectade We 
bave this day witnessed, has been conducted. fLoud Und- 
caniinued cheefitig.J 

Mr. Kaymond returned thanks in the following appro* 
{(date and humorous speech ; — Mr. Mayor and Gentlemen — 
'* The Tempesi^^ of approbation which has followed the an- 
nouncement of a name so unworthy as my own, has left me 
" a bankrupt in thanks' ' like the Merchant of Venice. You 
caoDQt expect me to philosophize like Hamlet^ or meditate 
like Macbeth; yet I am as grateful as Perides; but were 1 
to talk myself l^lack in the face like Otltelio^ my efforts toek- 
presa my gratitude as i could wish would only, prove Love^i 
Labour Lost. Our worthy President and his able supporter^ 
like the TtOo Gentlemen of Verona^"*^ have vied with each 
othet to make the evening pass exactly At you like It, The 
Chronicles of England, Irom Lear and CymbeHne, up to Kinff 
Jefin^ and through the Henries and Richards ^ to the reign of 
Henry the Eighth^ were but a Comedy of Errors; until 
iiiusirated by William Shakspeare; yet the events of 
this day will serveto enliven many a Winter's Taffy whtn life 
has passed away from us like a Midsummer Nif^ht^s Dream^ 
Wel'e 1 ttofiieOy and Juliet was to elope with Titus Andro^ 
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nieuSf — or 7Voi7tif,aud Cressida was to go off with Timon of 
Athens^ — I would not trouble myself about the Taming of 
a Shrew; but iu the enjoyment of this moment leave them 
to amuse themselves like The Merry Wives of Windsor^ 
and support the misfortune with the pride of a Corioianttt. 
Nay, were I a Julius C'cesar^ 1 would not exchange the 
honour you have just conferred upon me to pass my Twelftk 
Nighi with Antonij and Cleopatra! 

I fear I have unwarrantably intruded on your patience, but 
as 1 bad no other claim to your notice, 1 borrow a few Titles^ 
to your kind attention. I would fain have given you MecL^ 
sure for Measure^ but as Alts Well ihat Ends Welly I shall 
conclude with offering you my heartfelt thanks, or you maj 
accuse me of making Much ado about Nothing. — ^Shouts 
of laughter continnally interrupted the delivery of this 
Speech^ and its clo^e was received with three distinct rounds 
of applause,) 

Toast — John Mills, Esq. ag^entleman to whom the town of Strat- 
ford is emiueat I y indebted for the set vices he has performed as a Magis- 
trate ; and than whom the Sha kspearean Ciub have not a more staunch 
and |>owerful supporter.** C Received with great applause and drank 
with 3 times 3^J 

Toast — **That firm friend to our Club and true admirer of the works 
and g^cnius of Shakspeare, George Lloyd, Esq. of Wellcombe.'* 
C Received with distinguished marhs of approlwiion and 3 times 3*J 

Toa^— Richard Greaves, Esq. (applause J — (Mr. Greaves re- 
tunied thanks.) 

Song.—** Shahspeare^s Characters** — By Mr. Machin. 

7V>cm/— " Mr. James George, our worthy Treasurer." (Loud 
cheers,) 

Mr. Geouge exceedingly regretted that suffering as he 
did from the effects of a severe cold, he was prevented from 
saying more than that he heartily thanked them for the ho- 
nour done him — a mark of respect he should as hitherto en- 
deavour to deserve — f Cheers J 

Toast — "Our worthy Friend, Mr. Isaac PEMBERTON,of Worcester,, 
one of ourmost liberal and warmest supporters.'^ 3 times 3. {Loud and 
continued plaudits. J 

Mr. Pemberton addressed the company as follows. — 
" Mr. Mayor and Gentlemen, for the distinguished mark of 
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ackiiowledg«iiM]i«i. T(y the hilttibl^^^thrid^ii niaf biVi^^ 
be^in my power tor^det*, you'ai^^tremeiy welcfoidi^ 
and I trust that whilst the'iuenidry andhohodr of ttie Great 
Bard is sohoBourably andfWrvently cherished, there \^ll il^er 
be found individuals wanting to support and uphold this 
praise- worth]^ society. No' nian can more sincerely regret 
the schism that has taken place in the Club than I do— but 
it is lAy firmbelief thatthebestinterestof the Rc^ali^hklLSii 
peatean Club will in no wise suffer by the eveh tl The" gUiHL 
canife is daily getting ground— and is rapidly increasik^ lAt^ 
its Aihds and the ntimber of its( Members:— Suffer iAVgIW-". 
tlemeii, more especially however to congratulate yo'uHAi'tfc'i^ 
high and distinguished patronage you have' received— ^a'Tli'- 
vour not more honourable in a Monarch to bestow than the 
occasion itself is honourable — ^let envy and malice ** now 
hide their diminished heads :^^ — be firm — ^be united — and 
what you have already achieved shall be but the dawn of a 
triumph as glorious as is the fame of the Immortal Bard him- 
self t6 whom your services are dedicated. — The recommend- 
ation so eloquently advocated by the Rev. Dr. Wade, of a 
**'National Monument''^ worthy of the name of Shakspeare 
has my hearty approval ; and I trust the day is not far distant 
when this National Reproach shall be done away with by a 
National Subscription, especially devoted to this desirable 
consummation. — Gentlemen, I ardently hope that we may. 
again meet together on a like occasion to the present — and in 
the mean time suffer me to express my hearty thai^ks — my 
unfeigned admiration of the splendid and imposing Spectacle 
you have by your unwearied exertions presented to public 
view this day : — Gentlemen, in my humble opinion it left no- 
thing to be wished for — and I doubt not but that your after- 
arrangements will be equally satisfactory. In conclusion^ 
Gentlemen, let me once more beg of you to be firm — ^be uni- 
ted — and your success is certain — ^Enthusiastic ckeen/j 

r^idti^Vtf.'Gyrhi^i^, ovLt ^hi^ 'and indefatiga^ie^ Semtary:^ 
(IftlMi^^Hi^er^hM^th^tMi^^ 
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Mr. GwiNNETt returned thanks iii a neat and appropri' 
ate apeechy in the course of which he introduced several apt 
quotations from Shakspeare. It was to the following: ef- 
fect:-^-—'* Good Gentlemen, give me leave to speak. I 
will be brief/' for two reasons. The first is, — 

^ For I have neither wit, nor words, nor worth, 
** Action, nor utterance, nor the power of speech,^* 
« To more your hearts.** 

The second is, that I do not wish to give you the opportunity 
of saying, that I " speak an infinite deal of nothing,*' or of 
proving to you that my *^ reasons are like two grains ofwheat 
hid in a bushel of chaff; you may seek all day e're you find 
them, and when you have found them, they are not worth the 
search." My muse labours, and is thus delivered. 

Gentlemen, — The very high compliment I have j ust had the 
honour of receiving excites within me emotions I am utterly 
incoi^petent to express. It is doubly valuable in my eyes in- 
asmuch as it conveys to me the grateful intimation that my 
conduct as Secretary of the Club has gained me your appro- 
val. Howfarlhavemerited tbiscompHinentisnotformeto 
determine, yet I may be allowed to say that I have striven ^' to 
do the state some service." 1 have, as far as my capacity, and 
ardent zeal, and a most unceasing anxiety for the success of 
the Club, endeavoured to discharge the duties of my ofiice 
with credit and satisfaction. Whatever have been the la- 
bours, the anxiety, and responsibility I have encountered in 
that situation, the approbation and numberless marks of 
kindness I have received have not only recompensed me, but 
have left a considerable balance in my favour. ** For your 
great graces heaped upon me," 1 can nothing render but my 
heartfelt thanks. When 1 was appointed Secretary to the 
Committee of the Shakspearean Club, I accepted the office 
with a full determination to fulfil its duties to the utmost of 
my power — to** lay my services freely at your feet," and **to 
dedicate myself to your sweet pleasure," for the furtherance 
of the obj ect the Club had in view, viz. doing somethi ng wor- 
thy the adopted birth-day of our august Patron, who is as great 
and liberal in mind as he isnobleand dignified in person. How 
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applicable to that illustrious individual arc the words of eur 
Immortal Bard-^ 



u 



•What a grace is seated on his brow, 



^' Hyperion*! curls ; the front of Jore himself; 

^ An eye like Mars to threaten and command ; 

"A station like the herald Mercury, 

** New lighted on a heaven-kissing hill; 

** A cumbination and a foim indeed, 

*^ Where every gfod did seem to set lus seal, 

^ To g^ive the world assurance of the man.** 

He is dotibtless, the wisest and the best king that ever 

swayed the sceptre of this or any other country, — 

" May the grace of Heav*n before, behind him, 
^ And on every side, enwheel him round !** 
** A nd jfivc him length of happy days.** 

1 have on many anniversaries assisted you in payiD|^ a 

tribute of respect to the memory of our great Poet-* 

" Ours by his choice, out's by his birth, 

** Ours as we prize his worth 5 

** He chose his moi-tiil parts with us should lie^ 

" We'll cherish his immortaT memory t" 

** He was the most replenished — sweet work of nature 

** Which from the prime creation e'er she form'd." 

** He was noble in reason, infinite in faculties; in apprehen- 
sion he was like a God; he was the Paragon of the worlds" 

The time is now nearly at hand when I must bid adieu 
for some time to this hallowed spot. When that hour arrives 
it will be the greatest trial I ever experienced. I have now 
sojourned with you for upwards of -fifteen years, during 
which time I have spent the happiest hours of my life. 
When I leave this town 

" Speak of me as I am; nothing extenuate,** 

and I am sure you will ** not set down aught in malice;** 

** Then will you speak of me, 

*< Whose eyes albeit unused to the melting mood* 

** Will drop tears as fist as the Arabian trees 

" Their medicinal gum." Otheixo. 

Gentlemen, the subject is too distressing forme to continue. 
I must beg therefore to sit down, with the hope that I have 
convinced you that although my person will in a short timebe 
absent from you, yet my heart' will still continue with you. 
I beg to assure you, that anything I can do when at a distance 
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to mft«t^;9iiE views, you may GommaBd: my terfieesk Iftj' 
health aad happiness lon^ attend yoa." (Mr, G^mn^U^s. . 
speech was followed. by, loud and deserved applause,)* 

Tooff— *'Mr.SHARP, and snccesf to the Leamington'Spa Courier.** 
— (Applause.) 

R€citation,—MT. Samucl Prick of Warwick, ably* and bumonr. 
ontly recited the comic tale of ** Hodge and the Parson.** 

TVctff— *' The Sheffield, Kensinston, and other Shakspearean Cluba 
throughout the kingdom.** — (Loud ehetrs,)'. 

Cffa^-r><< Wioe d4»eawonderB:**-^Mef8n; Bratt, Rilef, a]id.GtMI««9 

Mr. J AMES CftuMP in a Tery neat and appropriate address 
proposed that the memory of the celebrated Cervantes be 
4rank in solemn silence. 

AllMit half-past 8, the Mayor and several other gentlemeti 
having retired, the Chair was taken by Mr Lyster, at the* 
unanimous request of the Company :•— and from this time up 
to a late hour, the utmost harmony and conviviality <;ontinu- 
ed to prevail. — Many other toasts were drank< and no appa- 
rent defi^ncy was perceptible in the vocal department : — 
The vice-president, Mr, George, kept his honourable seat to 
the last moment, and essentially contributed to the pleasures 
of the evening. We believe that upon the whole, no former* 
meeting, was ever spent with a greater degree of spirit, com- 
fort, and sociality than on this memorable occasion ; and the-^ 
company separated with the spirit-stirring Choruses of 
" God save the King;'—'' Rule Britannia,'' and " Rule 
Gfeat Shakspeare," echoing from their hearts and ringingin 
their ears. 

In the evening the principal front of Shakspeare's Hall 
ii;a9. brilliantly illuminated .with variegated lamps, forming^, 
an Imperial Crown, with the words " God save the King;'* 
— the front towards the High-street was also brilliantly 
lighted up, and the Statueof the Poet, placed here, was deco- 
rated with a laurel crown and wreathed with coloured lamps. 

Most of the houses of public entertainment were also* 
brilUantly illuminated; jand at the White Lion, Red Horse, 
Shakspeare Inn, Falcon, Red Lion, Golden Lion, kc were> 
htge dinner partieSj*— and the social and convivial spirits 
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bere and kept the namerous gve%t% to an a^raoce^ hoor of 
the nig;ht. Most of the private hou^i were filled wi^h the 
frieods and relatives of the inmates, a^d the aouiids of jof 
and revelry re-echoed from every quarter. 

In the coune of the erening, bands of mmic paraded tbe 
streets, performing the moat popular airs, and at a nwe 
advanced period of the night, some brilliant exhib4tiea|i,4f 
fire«work8 took place, which had a ^ost treautiful ttktt. 
The Theatre also attracted an overflowing andiencelo wiw 
neaa the performanoe of Mr Kean, jun. (who was cn^wed 
daring the Jnbilee.) 

But the great — the grand — and general source of attrat* 
tioD, was that beantifal structnre in tlie Rother-market — 

TBB TAVILXOn, 




Of which the dielch here presented, will give the reader 
■nne ideaof itq external appearance;— -on each side of the 
Portico entrance were apartmenta profusely furnished with 
characteristic and domino dresses, masks, &c. by the cele- 
brated Mr. Charles Wright of London ;— opening directly 
from the Portico was a spacious Amphitheatre about 80 feet 
in circumference, the roof of which, formed of groined arch- 
es was supported by light pillars elegantly enveloped in fo- 
liage, and the rafters entwined with evergreens and "flowers. 
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A splendid cluster of variegated lamps, surrounded by Chi- 
nese lights was suspended from the centre of the ceiling ; and 
at the extremities of the circle banners were displajed, gor- 
geously charged with heraldic bearings. Immediately over 
the portico the orchestra was placed, classically and richly 
adorned with dramatic and other designs ; the sides also of 
the building were divided into compartments, containing 
appropriate and tasteful designs splendidly coloured. The 
floor, admirably adapted for dancing, was chalked in the 
.usual devices. 

From the centre of the inner circle of the Amphitheatre, 
was a range of Building extending 150 feet in length, and 60 
in width, composed of three divisions; the centre one for 
promenading, and the others fitted up into seats. This part 
was also decorated and lighted up in a style of corresponding 
elegance and taste. — Immediately opposite the entrance was 
a beautiful view of a Grecian or Roman city, in colours; — on 
either side of which was a door leading to the Refreshment 
Rooms. The effect of the whole when lighted up was su- 
perbly grand, and appeared to produce an astounding effect 
on the spectators as they entered. 

It is calculated that from 12 to 1300 persons, visited this 
splendid and fascinating place of amusement during the 
night; — masks were very general, but a few characters in 
fancy dresses were sustained with a degree of spirit sufficient 
to throw an air of gaiety over the wholescene, which was con- 
ducted with a degree of order and decorum not always obser- 
Tedon these occasions. Thosemost prominentwere a Priest, 
— Harlequin-r-Brigand— Newmarket Jockey — Letter-man 
— Jew — Sailors, Fortune-tellers, k Old Women in abundance* 

Thus ended the first Days Fete; which if it realised not the 
ardent expectations of the numerous visitants, and which 
from the state of the weather it could hardly be expected to 

4o>y«tg2iveamplesign of thecompleteandsplendid triumph, 
which the exertions of the Committee achieved on the follow- 
ing days. 



Second Say^ Satorday^ April Z% 1830» 



The morning was ushered in by the ringing of bells^ &6. 
as CD the preceding day, and notwithstanding the gloomy 
appearance of the weather, there was a continued influx of 
visitors. As the morning advanced the day became beauti- 
fully fine, and by mid-day the streets were crowded with 
" motley groups," 

Between! I and 12o* clock, the Public Breakfast com- 
menced in the Bali Room at the White Lion Hotel, which 
was attended by nearly 200 persons of the highest respect- 
ability. The noble apartments was tastefully decorated with 
flowers, festoons of laurel and wreaths of evergreens; and the 
breakfast, consisting of a profusion of appropriate delica^ 
cies, was served up in a style of unusual elegance and taste. 
Notwithstanding the great number of persons present, every 
thing was conducted with the greatest regularity by Mr. 
Arkell, whose unremitting attention gave the greatest 
satisfaction^ A full military band was in attendance and 
mainly contributed to the entertainment of the company. 

To the Breakfast succeeded recitation and song — Mr. 
Booth again recited the Ode which he delivered on the 
crowning of the Bust of Shakspeare, on the preceding day. 
Master Grossmith (the Infant Roscius) exerted himself 
with a great degree of ability in a variety of selestions from 
his most popular Dramatic sketches, and his exertions were 
received w>th unanimous approbation. Several songs, hu- 
mourous and sentimental, were sungby professional gentle- 
men and amateurs with considerable efiect. This pleasing 
and well-conducted entertainment gave universal satisfaction 
and was closed by the band striking up the National Anthem 
'^ God save the King"* the company standing and enthusi- 
astically joining in the chorus. 

Between 2 and 3 o* clock, the Grand Miscellaneous Concert 
under the very able direction of Mr.MARSHALL of Warwick, 
Messrs. F. and J. Marshall, and Mr.ELLisTON, of Learn- 
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ing^toD, took place at Shakspeare^s Hall ; the orchestra, (a 
temporary erection) from a design of Mr. Elliston's, was an 
elegant and pleasing specimen of taste: the effect of this 
structure when filled by the performers, (all wearing Shaks* 
pearean riband&and medals) was picturesque in thecixtreme : 
the other parts of the room were also fitted up. with a tasteful 
variety which left nothing to desire. 

THE CONCERT 
was opened with the very beautiful Ode, written ex-^ 
pressly for the occasion^ by Isaac Cowek, Esq. (author 
of the ^^ Sage and Sfelia** and other popular works) 
and set to music by the Author's Nephew, Mr. Charles 
Salaman ; this youthful candidate for the honours of har- 
mony was, it seems, not more than 1^ years of age, and this 
production, as a whole, and considered under these circum- 
stances, really gives ample promise of future excellence; 
and his performances at the late Oratorios at the Theatre 
Royal, Covent Garden, were such as tO' elicit the unanimous 
approbation of his brother performers.. We give the Ode 
at full length, for, independant of our own ^ poormeed ei 
approbation,*' it has^we understand,. received the praise of 
several distinguished literary characters, 

REClTATiV E.--ACC0MPAVIBD. 

Protpero, — Arise from Mermaid care, 
Descend from starry sphere, 
Spints of melody! Appear! appea^l 
On flaming: pinions bome^ with hearenly sound, 
Record his deathless fame on Avou^s hallowed groond^. 
Rise swelling^ peals of sacred transport, risc^ 
While tnne;t'ii1 thnndier wake the echoing' s^ies; 
Soft-breathing April^ fragrant incense bring. 
And warble sweetly, ye young birds of Spring. 

PASPTORAL SYMPHONY. 

Semi'Chftrus of Sea Nymphg*. 

We hear, we hear, from the vasty deep,. 
In pearly cells, where sea nymphs sleepi 
There, in coral caves entombed bdowy. 
Rests the magic book oi Prospero. 
List ! toftly lift ! In th^ecalni bUi^ jri^y^ 
Fljoatcdcftial notes of harmony* 
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Cfkorm f(fAir' SpirU: 

W e» the tpiritt of the movntaint, 
Dw^llerl la the ci^ttal folliitaitii^ 
. Kyliipfidof ^ttoft, lakciy and tioireitt^ 
dtnH of the «uii«Ut Vowen ; 
Join trith thee throUgffa reafntt atioli^. 
In laya of rapture^^fiongs of kttf. 

RECITATIVE. 

|Vo«p.--^riel! %tWL\k Ariel 1^<<deHcafel^iHt**^wheve 

Wingftt thou thy tndient fiifirht-<*'< OA\& of thin dUr ;"*— 
Within the darted lightning^e vitid i^leui^ 
Or saiPfft in the pale moonlight** ailvVf beidliy 
£ltc close emboiomM ^mid eome i6wrel%bi«iM|i^ 
In wafted odonn^ siKfaingf eoft perfume ? 

ArUh — ^I bear his well-known roice, with joy I see 
Tbat Angel smile — lo loT^d, so dear to bm. 
— Master! I come-M>h, transport I—^xtacy! 

iStn^t.-^tiitfaer, dear Ariel, ere the orient INm 

hi golden splendour his bright eonrae htt ttu^ 
Approach \ be visible. The dewy mum 
Sheds pure ambrosial gales. Hark the shHU horn 
Proclaims the woodland chaie. llie dappled deet 
fiotfnds o^ei^ the thicket. Ariel, now appittr I 
DiTinest Skakspeare clttima thy sweetest lays, 
In dulcet music choir his endless praise 

^rie/.--«-Master! beloi^ed! — I feel the mystic pow«r— 
Hymn all ye Muses to his natal hour. 

DUET. 

Proip, — Haste! Ariel, baste! the bright-eyed day 
Shineli laugfbing on each ternal isprlay; 
Swift, bie thee to those isapphife iM«i, 
Where cupids lurk *neath bcautyVi smiles. 

.<lrfc/i-4^aster! I with joy obeying^ 

On dancing sun-beams zephyrs playing. 

fieholdllfly. 

Protp^^Trom yon glitt*ring irylyan grorc^ 

"bhl bilog a wreath by youbg Sylphs wt>te 
1*0 dfeclt the kniib of him we Idte. 

jlWsTiNi-Miitter'! I knowu^with speed I go 
7>o €^r^^4o 4y^^thro* the azure sky. 

It is for Avon^s gentle swaiti, 
Sweet breathM his own mellifluous strain. 

lSk)#]^-7SQlt as bright star-beams on clear streamlets playing-— 

Biaatttifcil m sbitd blue eyes of nymphs o>r daisies ittayhtgr- 
^Mralf'the ^n^Ktal rills that guth frcm liinpid Ibuntainft-i- 
Aa| MMriioalas twiefid birds that waiiilc iwini the motrntaida. 
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QUINTETTE. 

All hail! to tliee, Bard, while calm Avon shall flow, 
And the rose oa the fair cheek of beauty shall glow — 
Hail ! to thee, mighty master, the harp, flute, and lyre 
Shall sound forth thy triumph with seraphic fire — 
EnrapturM the g^ds on thy mag-ic strains hungf. 
As the music of heaven distillM from thy tongue. 
On thy grave, '^fair Ophelia,** each love-beaming eye 
Must drop its dear pearl, and enamoured shall sigh-^ 
While the lily*s pale hue will enhance the sad tear,. 
Ail trembling with grief eV the mad-stricken Lear: 
For thy light, glorious Shakspeare, resplendent shall shine,. 
A star through all ages— Immortal — Divijie. 

GRAND FINALE. 

Hail! to great Srakspeare^s magic strain, 
, ** We ne*er shall look upon his like again.'* 

Although but a short time intervened for the rehearsal of 
the music to the preceding piece, yet it was executed with 
a spirit and precision which reflected g^reat credit on the 
performers and we think afforded a high compliment to the 
joung composer, who was present, as showing* their fa> 
vourable opinion of its merits. A t the same time, we should 
not be doing justice did we conceal the fact of the talented 
Conductor, Mr. F. Marshall, hairing bestowed the greatest 
attention and the most persevering exertions for the attain- 
ment of this object, the result of which must have beeu 
truly gratifying to him, as the Performance appeared to 
give complete satisfaction to the elegant and numerous 
auditory, and elicited repeated marks of approbation. — 
The Introductory Recitative was given in fine style by Mr. 
Ma CHIN of Birmingham, who possesses vocal powers of 
the first order; a Pastoral Symphony succeeded, and pro- 
duced a pleasing effect from the judicious introduotion of 
the wind-instruments. The Semi-Chorus of Sea Nymphs 
and Chorus of Air-Spirits followed, with considerable ef- 
fect. The next movement ^Recitative AiternativeJ intro-- 
duced a very beautiful duet between Prosptro (Mr. Best) 
and Ariely (Miss Heaton) which was much applauded. 
To this succeeded the QuintettCy which appeared to be not 
thoroughly understood, owing perhaps to the copies not 
being strictly correct; with this single exception the Piece 
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r wtnt 6(F in admirable style, and the Grand Finale Churns 
*^ Hail to Great Sbakspeare*' was followed by a tumultous 
shout of applause. — 

Part 2 commenced with Mozarfs Overture io Zauber^ 
jlote: the grand effect of this deli^^htful composition was 
greatly encreased by theassistanceof a part of Mr, Phillips*s 
Military Band, as horns, trumpets, and trombones form a 
prominent feature in this piece. Webb's fine Glee " Swiftly 
from the Mountains broWy'' which was very sweetly sung, 
was followed by '* The breaking of the day^* given in Mr. 
Machines best manner with great effect ; and which produced 
a general encore. The Trio^ (Hummell) Piano-forte, Mr. 
F. Marshall ;— Violin, Mr. J, Marshall; Violoncello, Mr. 
Marshall of Warwick ; is a noble production and was most 
beautifully executed ; (the Pianist deserved a better instru- 
ment for the display of the well-known powers he possesses.) 
Miss Heaton sang well the beautiful Cavatina ^' Languir 
per una bella^^ so highly characteristic of Rossini's pecu- 
liar style, lihe Grand Scena ** Battle of Hohenlinden^*' 
was next sung by Mr. Machin with great power and melody;^ 
the accompaniments were admirably performed, the trum- 
pet and drum gave their desired martial effect to this really 
classic composition, so full of fine and beautiful points: the 
words seem to have communicated their spirit to the com- 
poser, and both Poet and musician are crowned with victory 
in their respective departments. The TrampCfiorus (Bishop) 
is a very animated performance in the same style, and pro- 
duced considerable effect, but we could not help thinking 
that in some parts of both pieces the Band was rather too 
fvrle, Mozart's Crudel pet che^ that established and favour- 
ite duet, was rapturously encored, and very efficiently per- 
formed. The Grand overture to Prometheus (Beethoven) 
was played in a spirited k masterly style, & elicited repeated 
marks of applause. God sate the King, givtn with the full 
effect of the Band and the voices of the company,, closed 
this rational and elegant entertainment, which in all its 
details gave the greatest satisfaction to upwards of two 
hundred individuals, who were present, and reflected great 
credit upon the performers generally. 



TlleefMii|^ trss uihfted to at mtk the prcdiditt^ dajr^ 1^ 
ffttfUd d'HTplaift of PiftWurks; and we ▼entiitt to i^y tbat Mr. 
Ashley of Birmingham, has lost none of his freH^earDed futti 
M one of the fi^rsi Pfrol«cbaic Artists of the day, by his ex- 
ertions in honour of the Gata; the Rockets were particularly 
beautiful, aad by their brilliancy and frequency, contributed 
Aot a little to the amusement of the gazing^ crowds who 
ibronyed the streets. 

The Masquerade and Fancy-Ball at the Pavilion, although 
notso numerously attended, were yet carried on this evening 
with increased spirit and success; the great majority of the 
respectable company assembled, were attired in masquerade 
costume, and we particularly noticed the very able delineation 
of character by the following gentlemen — Mr. Pemberton (of 
Worcester) as a Jew Pedlar ^ and who, in the course of the 
evening, also sustainvu 5 other characters equally well as the 
first! — an Otheih^ (by a Gentleman of Leamington. — Mr« 
Street (of London) as Kinjf. Charles the T^d; Mr. J. Keelejr 
(of Stratford,) as his Pf/^e; — Mr. Palmer, jun. (oJTLondonJi 
as a young Greeks in a splendid and appropriate dress; and 
Mr. Kean, jun. took the character of a Pi/grim, with several 
others also on this evening. — At the moment the gaiety of 
the evening was at its height, (by a preconcerted plan) in 
burst a troop of Morris^ Dancers^ in their grotesque cos- 
tume, and commenced the fantastic vagaries common to this 
species of amusement: these characters were well supported 
by Messrs. T. Arkell, jun«, H. Pratt, T. Sheldon. Joseph 
Sheldon, W. Witherington : R. Clay ton, as Dancing Master^. 
and J. Keeley, as the FooL The surprise, the sudden con- 
fusion of those who were not in the secret, was laughable in 
the extreme, heightened as it was by the good^iumoured 
etrokes the slarers received from the hladder-Jiap of the 
J?bo/,--soou however, the **tinkling of their tiny bdh^* 
and their admirable performance of their curioud andintrii- 
eatedances,setall to righ(a,andplea8ttre, mirth, and revelry, 
oace more resumed their sway. The amount collected by ibis 
motley company^, wasgiveato the Publie Ditfpeiisarj* 
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The Theatre again attracted a numerous and respectable 
audience; — Mr. Kean,jun, displayed considerable ability, 
and already stood high in the general favour : the other per- 
formers respectably supported the parts allotted them. 

Thus concluded the festivities of the second day, without 
accident or disturbance of any kind; leaving on the mind of 
the participators, the pleasurable feeling of present satisfac- 
tion and anticipation of further enjoyment. 



Third Day^ Mondayy April £69 1830* 

^ Why then doth Avon from, his oozy, bed 

*' Look up, and shake his reedy locks in fear! 

" Why are the wood nymphs startled from their haunts ; 

^ The solitary heron flies the stream, 

" And from *' the rooky wood the crow makes winjp." 

** Whence comes this *' unsubstantial pageant?" Why, 

*^ Why, mocking* each other, doth the merry bells 

*^ Rin^ peal on peal, and <^ rend the welkin^s ear ? — 

'< A Shakspeai'e's worth shall meet a Shakspeare's meed !" 

Wright^ 

A delightful morning was ushered in by a glad welcome 
of joyous sounds and merry faces ; on this day the Pageant 
was again to promenade the public streets as on Friday; and 
the anticipated holiday-fete, caused the approaches' to the 
town to be thronged at a very early hour by eager expect- 
ants; the coaches also from all quarters were literally crow- 
ded with passengers, and it is supposed thataboutthe middle 
of the day, there could not be less than from 25 to 35 thousand 
persons assembled in Stratford ,^a compliment to the exertions 
of the Club, than which a more gratifying one could not have 
been paid; as it evidently showed that their exertions on t|ie 
first and second day had givon general satisfaction. 

The various preliminary ceremonies were observed as on 
the first day, and about one o'clock, the characters having 

T 
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previously smsembled in the Pavilion, the splendid C^v^Jjcade 
moved from thence la the.8aine ord^r as on Friday, (having 
^ven this at page 19 we shall not take np Mnnecessarj space 
in repeating it here) with the exception of ^n increased nuin- 
ber of characters and the addition of more splendid dresses 
;^ d^orations ; the full programme of the Committee bHng 
jtjtiu^ carried into effect, the uncertain state of this weathei* 
IM^v^niing theCommitteefrom attempting the full diiplay 
of the Procession on th^ d^y. 

On this morning however, it came forth as the sun^ 
*' shining in its strength*' and was presented with a brilli- 
antly and dazzling splendour altogether astonishing ! The 
assembled multitude testified their delight and approbation 
by loud and repeated acclamations, and wc venture to assert 
without fear of contradiction, that a more complete, inter- 
esting, and effective PuUlc Spectacle (of the kind) was 
never witnessed m England. The day was delightfully fine, 
and gave full effect to all the " gorgeous panoply ^^^ The 
gli ttering armour of Kings and Wa^rriorsT-^tbe court dresses 
of Queens and their attendantS'^the fantastic costumes of 
Witches and Fairies — the varied attire of the representives 
of different nations— ^the Heralds coats and embroidered 
tabordS'^the splendid cars — the Roman Eagles — the ricbl/ 
caparisoned horses — the flags and streamers — the clangino^ 
of horns and trumpets — the warlike sounds from fife and 
drum-— all and each conjoined to produce a belief th^t the 
'^glorious times of joust and tournay*'held again their sway; 
and the orders of ancient chivalry were once more restored ! 

Notwithstanding the immense concourse of spectators, 
not a single interruption to the progress of the Pageant 
took place; a feeling of joyous awe and respect seeming to 
pervade the whole, nor can too much praise be given th6m 
for a conduct so judicious, honourable, and praiseworthy ; 
after taking the same route as on the Friday, and occupy ingr 
nearly three hours in parading the different streets of thei, 
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B9r9J3ig;bf the CaTalica(]le returoe^ tQ the Payilion and Mie 
Characters gradually dispersed. 

^ It was a most majestic vision, and 
Harmoniously charming^ '* Sh^i^PPEAR^. 

Vablie Sinner at the White Uon Hotel. 

According to public announcement, the Members of the 
Roj»l Shakspearean Club, accompanied by jn^ny of >tiieir 
friends, dined at the White Lion Hotel. At four o'clock, 
upwards of 100 gentlemen sat down to an elegant and abun- 
dant repast, served up with that taste and attention to the 
comforts of the guests so generally conspicuous in M|;. 
Ark ell. The Mayor, Thomas Ashwin, Esq. was in the chair» 
s.upported by John Mills, Esq. and Mr. Lyster; the Band 
of the2njd. Warwickshire Militia was in attendance, and the 
vocal powers of Messrs. Bratt, Riley, and Greaves, were 
frequently called into requisitioa, antji essentially contribu- 
ted to the entertainment of the company. 

After 4he cloth was drawn, the following toasts were 
given from the chair : — 

'^ Tbe King" with 3 times 3 (lo^d an^ reiterated applause.) 
*^ The Duke of Clarence, and the jest of the Royal Family. *^-^(Coii' 
tinned dieers.J 3 times 3. 
*' The ImmpFtal memory of Shal^speare." (Z>ranA in solemn silence.) 

^ The A nay and Navy."— (^CAeer^.J 

"TheLordLieutenj^ntof the County,"— (Great Cheering) 3 times 3. 

** The Memhers for the County."— (LoTirf applause) 3 times 3. 

<< Our worthy Hig^h Steward, the Earl of Plymouth." — {Immense 
ifheeringi,) 3 times 3. 

'* Our worthy Recorder, Sir Gray Skipwith." — {^;yp/atc«e.)3times3. 

<*^Thc Countess of Warwick."— ^Loud/j/aiidi7*^— 3 times 3. 

<« Evelyn John Shirley, Esq. M. P."--(3 times 3.) 

Glee — Messrs. Bratt, Riley, & Greaves. 

jl Trio— Oh! happy tawny Moor.*' from the Play of the Moun* 
iniflters. — By Mr. and Mi^. Forman, and another. 

Toast— ^^ The High SherifF of the County —{Applause.) 

Son^/— " Tabby Cat & her 9 Kittens."— A comic Song given witb 
considerable effect by Mr. I^evi. 

Sir Charles Throckmorton,— Chaudos Leigh, Esq.— George Lucy, 
Esq. M,P. — G. Uoydj Esq. of Wellcombe. — Roe, Esq. Recorder of 
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Maccleifielcl, were successively given from the chair, and were receircd 
with uoaniinous shouts of applause. 

Tboif— Rev. Dr. Wade, and success to that valuable Institution, 
so worthy of the enlightened times in which we live — ^ The Literary 
Union Society.^* /'Continued plaudits,) 

7oa#f—*^ John Mills, Esq. (pmposed by Mr. W.Clarke of Welles, 
bourne,} and drank amidst loud and lonpr^continued marks of appro- 
bation. 

Mr. Mills returned thanks in a neat speech — and concluded by giving 
the *' Health of our worthy Chairman, the Mayor** 3 times 3. {Immense 
cheering.) 

Mr. Ash win rose and said '' Gentlemen'' I beg^ you to ac- 
cept my thanks for the honour just done me ; with respect to 
the present Festival, considering it praiseworthy and honour- 
able in its design, and perceiving that from the spirit and per- 
severance with which the preliminary steps were arranged, 
that it would (as it has been) be successful inits results, it had 
my ^armestsanction, a sanction supported by the best of mo- 
tives, my conviction of its being a great — a good cause ! and 
so long as the proceedings of the Committee continue to be 
carried on with the same right feeling, loyalty, and order, 
which havehithertodistinguished them solong, may they rely 
upon my warmest support. I have. Gentlemen, to express 
my regret that a state of ill-health has prevented me from af- 
fording them all the personal assistance I could have wished. 
Before 1 sit down, let me in a few words convey to you. Gen- 
tlemen, my hearty approbation of the exertions of the 
Royal Shakspearean Club this day, and I believe I shall only 
re-echo the sentiments of every individual who has had the 
pleasure of witnessing the Dramatic Procession, when I affirm 
thatitwas worthy of the Poe/, and of the Royal and distin- 
guished patronageithadpreviously received. Loud cheering. 

Mr. Raymond then presented himself, and slatedthat he 
had been requested in behalf of Mr. Cheeseman of Brighton, 
to present to the Royal Shakspearean Club, a beautiful rich 
cut-glass goblet^ as a tribute of that Gentleman's respect aad 



* The following has been handed to us as a correct description of this 
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good wisluai: Mr. Pheiesepfm,(]!^r.Rajmo]idfurt)^r pbteri^ed) 
wan a genuii^e ShaHsp^arean, apd deeply regreUed.ihf^t l^e 
couldnot joiu t^iem at the festive board that day^ they might 
however be assured, that they had the hearty wishes of that 
Gentleman for their welfare aiid success — ^^In oonclusipn, Mr, 
Raymond begged to propose with 3 times 3, the health of Mr. 
Gheeseman, and many thanks to him for his very handsome 
present. (Applause.) 

This t^astf bein^ drank aniidst loud plaudits, Mr* Raymond 
again rose, and said the Committee of the Royal Shaks* 
pearean Club had that day received a letter from Mr, Chai*les 
Wright of London, enclosing a subscription of j^. towards 
defraying the expenses attendant on the Festival. With the 
permission of the company he would read that gentleman's 
letter, — 

" Mr, Mayor and Gentlemen^ — Mr. Charles Wright 
begs to offer his humble mite to the Committee of the Royal 
Shakspearean Club, for the very handsome and classical 
manner in which they have arranged the Grand National Tri- 
bute paid to the memory of Shakspeare, and begs the Club ^o 
accept his enclosed subscription of£5.; and at the same time 
he assures them that he shall always consider his person, his 
interest, and his property, at the command of so respectable 
a body of gentlemen. Mr. C. W. begs to communicate to the 



appropriate present : — "This mi^ific^it gfoblet, is a very splendid 
specimen of the great perfection to which the manufacture of glass, 
more especially the ornamental branches of the art,has arrived in this 
country. It reflects the highest credit on the taste and skill of the 
liberal Donor, in whose manufactory it was made. Itmeasures 13 inches 
in heig'ht) is apwaitls of 7 inches in diamc;)er, and capable of con taining^ 
3 Imperial quarts. It is of a lozeng'e pattein, fluted; and on one side 
within a wrrath of laurel, is a head of Shakspeare; on the other the 
. afmorial bearings of the Poet. There is also inscribed qii the Qohlet, 
the Donor*s name, the designation of the Club, and the fpllow^pjif 
appropriate motto from the works of the Bfird :— j?e large in mirihl 
AnoHy we*U drink a Measure the Table round, ^* 
V 
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Committee, thatto have dined with them to-daj would hare 
formed the proudest one of his life, but circumstances of a 
nature which will not admitof delay, prevent him from enjoy- 
ing^ so g^reat a g^ratification." 

Stratford-on-Avon, 26th April, 1830. 

The g^reat marks of approbation which followed the read- 
ing of this letter having subsided, Mr. Raymond said he knew 
that Mr. Wright's important engagements at that moment, 
were such as to require the constant exertion of the best ener- 
gies of his mind and the full powers of his body. He was then 
in treaty for Drury Lane Theatre ; and, if public spirit, zeal, 
and indefatigable activity, were the necessary qualifications 
for the proprietor of a concern of that kind, he would fear- 
lessly assert that no man was better adapted for the situation 
than Mr, Charles Wright, of London. (Loud and continued 
applause.) [Mr. Raymond then handed over the liberal dona- 
tion of Mr. C. Wright, to Mr. George, Treasurer to the Club.] 

Mr. George then proposed the health of Mr. Charles Wright^ 
with our best wishes that he may succeed in his proposals for takingf 
Drury-Liane Theatre; and many thanks to him for tlie very able and 
powerful assistance he has afforded us during^ the Festivities" ( En- 
thtuioitic cheering J 

OvERTURE—lfozar/— Given in excellent style by the Band. 

John Mills, Esq. then proposed '^ the health of Mr. Raymond, an 
individual who had so gcreatly contributed to the amusement of the 
public during the FestivaP* CCheers.) 

Mr. Raymond returned thanks. — His best services he observed were 
always at their command, and he was a hearty M'ell-wisher to the hun- 
ourablie cause in which they were eng^ao^ed, but whilst he did not 
attempt to deny that he *' had done the festive spectacle some service j^* 
yet, to the exertions of the Club, must be attributed the gclorious sue 
cess which had crowned their efforts. {Immense applause.) 

Mr. Edward Ashwin then rose, and in a neat address pro- 
posed " the health of Mr, Wilki ns, a gentleman, who in addi- 
tion to his being a genuine admirer of the Poet, was strenu- 
ously exerting himself to establish a Branch Shakspearean 
Clubat Birmingham." (CAeer^) 
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Mr. Wi LK INS then presented himself aodspoke at foUowt; 
'^ Mr. Mayor and Gentlemen, for the honour you have done 
me in drinking^ my health, I beg^ you to accept my sincere 
thanks — stranger as I am to most of theindiyiduais present, 
this mark of respect is as unexpected as it is truly grati- 
fying. Gentlemen, it may perhaps under circumstances like 
these, be deemed arrogance in me thus to stand forward and 
address you, but I assure you gentlemen, that other and far 
different feelings from those of vanity and presumption, at 
this moment fill my breast ; presuming as 1 do at an humble 
distance, to worship the genius and study the writings of the 
greatest Poet the world has ever produced, surely I may be 
permitted on this appropriate occasion, to express in common 
with all genuine votaries of Shakspeare, my admiration of 
his talents, my veneration of his memory! Nor can I, gen- 
tlemen, let slip the opportunity of congratulating you on the 
distinguished honour you have received in the patronage ef 
the illustrious Individual, ruler of these realms, His Ma- 
jesty George the Fourth ; — Gentlemen, it is no little addi- 
tion to the compliment you have received, that our gracious 
Sovereign is himself an admirer and competent judge in all 
that pertains to those elegant pursuits— literature and the 
fine arts ! this I contend makek the favour bestowed of double 
value, because a sound discrimination has bestowed honour- 
able testimony to the value of your exertions in promoting 
the praiseworthy designs you have so brilliantly achieved ! 
Gentlemen, you have this day assembled to perform a' duty 
to Heaven and to your country ; — a duty to Heaven, inas- 
much as you are testifying your gratitude to an All-wise 
Providence for having blessed you with such a man as the 
Immortal Shakspeare; and a duty to your Country, because 
you are shewing a proper feeling ofadmiration for a Poet, the 
pride and glory of his native land, and the envy of the whole 
world. Gentlemen, when looking upon the splendid Pageant 
which you have this day presented to the view of an admiring 
throng, as the god-like creations of the Poet^s genius passed 
in quick succession before my eyes^ fain would I have taken 



laf rftland th«re» and gaaf^ ei^aJife Away in ftdmiration ; but, 
Gentkuien, I found the rays of tliat meridian aun of Poe^y^ 
t6o potent for ro^y mental vision, andl shrunk from the taai^^ 
appalled and overwhelmed with a consqiousness o/niy own 
inability. In return, Gentlemen, for the boiiour you b3v« 
doQeme^l wish you all the happiness and tbeblessii^ whi^h 
it is in the gfi ft of Heaven to bestow. (Loud and reiteruttd 
marks of applause. J 

Song—** Who deeply drinks in wine ? "— fBy Mr. Cooper.) 

JIi[j»£dwakq Ashwii^ saidhe would propose the health 
of one of the earliest friends of^the Sliakspearean Club,— 
A firiend who was about taieave them, and whose loss wonld 
be sevierely felt. Its Members owed him a debt of gratitude 
for the long, zealous, and faithful discharge of official duty. 
He meant Mr. Samuel Gwinnett, their worthy Secretary, 
whose health he begged to propose, with their best wishes 
for tbe success ui his new undertaking. (CMers,) 

Mr, Gwinnett returned thanks in a neat and appro- 
priate -speech. 

The Mayor t^ea, proposed ^' the health of Mr. James 
'George, the Treasurer of the Club.*' A member of the 
Club immediately rejoiniiig ^* an honest man is tbe noblest 
gift of heaven,*' : the tobservation was followed by loud and 
continued applause,-»-ra testimony of respect which. must 
have been extremely gratifying to the feelings of that res- 
pectable and e^deiiit officer of the Club.-^Mr. G. returned 
Ihtftnks in very feeling terms. 

Son^F— "The last Merry Wedding^."— By Mr. Allan. (Cheering.) 
Dr. Conolly. (Proposed by Mr. Lytter.) 

AAer this toast had' been drank with the usual honours, 
'Mr. WiLKiNS made some very pertinent remarks upon the 
professional talent and amiable private character of Dr. 
Conolly ; which were receiTed m%h great marks of appro- 
bation. 



) 
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GleM—The Forester's Glee.— (By Mciart.Bratt,Riley,aiidQreaTet.) 

Mr. Wilkinf amafted the company by gri^^ & characteristic tlLetch 
of a scene between Charles Mathevrs and the celebiuted Joe Munden, 
on occasion of the latter beings applied to to subscribe towards a piece 
of plate for M r. Kean. 

Mr. E. Ash win. [Proposed by Mr. George.] Mr. A. returned thanks. 

Song — ^tmitation of Musical Instruments. — Mr. Levi. 

The following toasts were then giren in succession from 
the Chair, and drank with great applause, 

Mr. William Clarke; the friend to every good cause. [Proposed by 
the Mayor.] 

Mr. Wrig-ht, the Author of the Address delivered on this occasion. 

Mr. Pemberton, of Worcester; that great admirer of the works and 
genius of Shakspeare, and staunch friend to the *^ Stratford Shaks. 
pearean Club/* 

Isaac Cowen, Esq. the intelligent author of the Ode; andMr.Charles 
Salaman, the Composer of the Music to that production. 

Mr. Lyster, the life and soul of every company in which he moves. 

M r. James Sharp, theProprietor of the LeamingtoD.Spa Courier, and 
success to him in his undertaking. [Mr. S. returned thanks.] 

Mr. Palmer of London, the able artist, under whose direction the 
•plendid costumes used in the Pageant were made. [3 times 3.] 

Mr. J. Allan ; and oth^r of our counti^ friends who have honoured 
«t with their company here to^ay. 

Mr. Bisset ; whose Poetic Muse is ever on the wing to enliven our 
convivial hours. 

The Mayor having left the Chair, the same was ably filled by Mr. Lyster. 

Recitottion — ^Mr. Wilkins much gratified the company by reciting 
Ihe celebrated speech of Cardinal Wolsey to Cromwell, an excell«>nt 
imitation of Macready. 

Many Other loyal and appropriate toasts were drank, and 
the budget of harmony was not exhausted till a late hour — 
Seldom, if ever did we witness a more social and joyous 
meeting — ^The worthy host Mr. Ark ell, was indefatigable in 
bis attentions. — ^The wines were excellent, and the punch 
superlative; and altogether, the entertainment gave gen- 
eral and complete satisfaction to the numerous guests. 
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The Masquerade on this ev«iiingbein|^ for characters onl j, 
was numerously attended, & presented as may well besuppo- 
sedy a most brilliant and charming^ spectacle ; the building 
was fitted up with additional decorations and lighted with 
extra lamps, transparencies, &c., and no exertion or ex- 
pense was spared to render the accommodations gratifying 
to the very respectable company assembled. About midnight 
the scene was at its zenith ; and the coup d'ceil at this point ^ 
of time was grand and enchanting beyond conception ; — here 
were assembled at one view, the representatives of almost 
every natio^ under the sun, attired in the strict costume of 
ttie country ; but by far the greater portion of masks had ap- 
propriately selected from the numberless creations of the 
Great Dramatist himself, their mimic characters. To enume- 
rate even a tythe of those who more particularly distin- 
guished themselves would be an endless task ; we therefore 
select the few that fell under our more immediate observa- 
tion; Mr. Kean, jun. as lago — Mr. R. Green as Timon of 
Athens — Mr. C. Green as Sir John Falstaff^Mr. Charles \ 
Wright and Mr. F. Raymond as Brigand- Chiefs — Mr. 
Street, of London, as the ^arl of Leicester;, attired in a superb 
dress of great value — Miss S. Ashfield, as the amiable and 
confiding Amy RobsarU-Mr* Wi therington and Mr. J. Cross, 
as Newmarket Jockies — Mr. Smith, of Evesham, as a Fox- 
hunter — Mr. C. Red fern of Warwick, ZBdL Spanish Nobie — 
Mr. Pemberton of Worcester, as a Counsellor , Jew^ &c. — 

Mr. S.J. King, as a sporting gent, in the Thimble Line 

Mr. Hunter,of Warwick, as a irwtBighlander, in his Scotch 
attire — Mr. Palmer,jun.of London, asa^ot^ft^ Greek — Mr. 
Wilkins. of Birmingham, as a Moor — Mr. Wakeman, do, is 
ayoung Officer — Mr. Allan of Leamington, asa Sultan — Mr. 
E. Ashwin, as C«5/*r, well supported-^Mr. T. Arkell, jun. 
as Harlequin, Coachman, &c.— Mr, J. Crump, jun. of Birm- 
ingham, as a Counsellor — and Mr. Sale, of Warwick, as a 
Carter in want of a place, — nor must we oniit to n^ention ( 
amongst those who gave peculiar zest to the entertainment, an 
interesting Broom~Girl — several Primi^ttje Quakers— -Two < 
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members (male and female) of theobnoxioa» ** Pry FamUy,^* 
a group Qi Flower Girls y— a Lady, just imported from Si. 
Giles^i (who could scarcely presenre her equilibrium) — a 
French Hair Dresser — anabuadanceof iSb/c/ierf, Beggars, 
Ballades ingerSf and Gipsey fortune-tellers — A true Eng- 
lish Sailor y acted to the yery life — and a Freemason^ 
decorated with his orders, having a secret worth knowing, 
•^cited no little curiosity among the fair Belles! 

The introduction of the Morris-dancers also, (Messrs. 
T. Arkell, jun., H.Pratt, Thos. Sheldon, Joseph Sheldon, 
W. Witherington, Thos. Williams, jun., R. Clayton, (as 
JOancing iH^aster, an() J. Keeley, the Fool^J as on the 
previous Saturday evening, afforded considerable interest 
and gaye universal satisfaction. Their agile and lively antics, 
were rewarded by the unanimous approbation of a numerous 
and respectable company. 

To the looker on, many ludicrous scenes presented them- 
selves—thus, the family of the Broad-brims seemed actuated 
by all sorts of impulses save ^^ godly ones !'' — and the acci- 
dental unmasking of ^' Meg Merrilies" disclosed as ** sweet 
a face as e*er wasfornCd V* '^Harlequins were stiff jointed 
and Clowns bad but a solitary joke ! Whiskered Heroes 
scarcely could tell the right side for their swords — and 
*.^Counsely learned in the law;*' were posed by questions 
from " Burn's Justice !" The French Frisseur^vrhen called 
upon to exercise his vocation, found his irons cold, and a 
wag reported that his razors were made not *^ tosbaye" bu<t 
"to sell!" 

Notwithstanding these mishaps, mirth and merriment 
were the order of the night, and a more sociable and de- 
lighted group we never beheld; — to the chief Magician of 
this fairy scene, (Mr. C. Wright) is every praise due, and 
he found an able coadjutor in that caterer for public amuse- 
ment, Mr. Raymond. Dancing and ** frolics gay,^* kept the 
company to a late hour on the following morning, and we 
believe not a single guest went away dissatisfied. 
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The Theatre wai well at tended, and Mr.KeangaTe eTident 
proofs of rising talent : his performances are characterized by 
much of the fire and energy of his Father's personations, and 
we may fairly argue, that at no distant day, he will take a 
distinguished place in the dramatic world. 

Master Grossmith again personated Prince Arthur , in 
the same pleasing manner as bti^Priday, and Mr. C.Wright* 
was once more thii representatiye of the victorious Catar. 



* In noticing^ the Jabilee^ the sapient editor (or hb penmy-a-line 
■.iroKTCR!) of the *^ News** Weekly London Paper, haa been de- 
livered of the following precious morceaux: — 

** A Tery conaidermbte quantity of nonaenae and tora-foolery hn 
been perpetrated during^ the past week at Stratford, in honour, as it k 
§aidy of England^s immortal bard, Shakspeare; but, in reality, for the 
purpose of putting- money into the pockets of certain speculators in 
Bob-wi^, Russet-boots, Roman-candles, Tin-foil and Spanglea ; and 
Fire-eatind^ showmen. All this is capital^ in its way; but the most 
capital of all, in this Shakspearean afiair, was Charles Wrioht, of 
the Haymarket, atruttiniir alonj; the dirty streets of Stratford, as the 
representatire of Juliua^Cssar! In vino Veritas f Plays were per- 
formed at the theatre in the evenings, and farces in the streets by day! 
** No one is a fool, always,** says the proyerb, ** but every one some, 
times.** 

Now it is evident upon the very face of this tirade, that the writer 
could not have been an eye-wilness— could not even hav^ read a. cor. 
veci report of the procerdiugrs attendant upon the celebration of the 
festival — ^bnt that a wilful misrepreseutation has been made, from 
motives which do little credit to Mr. '1 . A Phipps. We strong^ly 
suspect from the well-known character of this |,)er8on*s political articles, 
(whether he is the sole manufacturer of them we know nut,) that had 
not our gracious and beloved Kiug^ condescended to bestow his patron- 
a^, not a titile of abuse should we have seen in the columns of 7%e 
News! Without much pretension to logic^ it will at once be allowed, 
that if the characteristics of the Gala were " nonsense and tomfoolery,^* 
and its object not to ** honour Shakxpeare, but jthe putting of money 
inio the pockets of speculators in Tinsety 4'C.'* then is the prea^ Pafron 
4>f the Jubilee, loaded with the stig^ma of supportinji^ an J aiding^ a worth- 
less and degrading praceediuj^ ! Thus, in onler to gratify a disloyal 
and discreditable feeling, has this nuni become the vehicle for a mali- 
cious falsehood, and at the. same time, chained a respectable body of 
men, with the misapplication of the pecuniary funds confided to their 
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Thu8 were tb« festiTities of the third day brought to a 
tnufophaint ch)^, aiiid we think, that the mott faatidioiis 
observer must have acknowledged *' that tJiere was some' 
tJiinff worth seeing J! ^ 



care! Our fing^eiB. itch to apply to tbis wretched scribbkr, not ex* 
aetly the designation he has so liberdHy bestowed on alt those present 
at the Fete, /'fooftj but a more expressive one .'..pfl|iiaps we need not 
speak plainer, our meanings requires no further eiijitauation. 

Here we might leave this contemptible scrawl, but in common jus- 
tice w« wi)1 observe, that the very respectable individual; Mr. Palmer, 
of Tavistock-strcet, Covent Giardcn, London, was the pemn who fuj*. 
nished the splendid and appropriate dresses on the two days when the 
Paij^eant was exhibited, and fur the use of them he received the iinmense 
»um of £185! (many of the dresses beinir injured by the dirty siate of 
tb«;^reet8 on the first day, which Air. Phipp8*8 pen has so classically 
de«cribed,) so much fur the reaiiiy of the Gala beings intended solely 
fur the put pose of putting money into the pockets of '' certain specu- 
hiiors in Hob-wigs, Hussei-boois, Roman-candles 1 Tin-foil and 
Spanghs / / '* As to tke ^ Fif-eaiing Showmen^* they, like the other 
parta^ef this farrago, were introduced specially for the purpose of 
rounding a period, Strattbrd not having been honoured with the 
presence of even one of' these i4rftif6</ 

Again, quoth Mr.PniPPs, *' all this is capital in its way ; but the 
most capital of all, in this Shakspearean affair, was Charles Wrigrt, 
of the Hayniarket, strutting along the dirty streets of Stratford, as the 
lepresentative of jittius Caesar t In vino verites / ** 

Noir who woald suppose after readinjr the above, that in point of 
fact, Mr.C WAicht, whose personal appearance was. well, adapted 
to the character he represented, stoody during the whole of the Pro- 
cession, in a triumphal Car, drawn by 3 horses abreast H and as to 
the ** dirty** state of the " streets,** even this is unfairly put, for, 
although Fnklay was an unfavouj-able day, yet Monday was. as delight. 
fuHy fair as ever '* may-day** could be, and from Saturday to Monday 
was also fine, — so much for " dirty streets." — ^The very uncommon 
knd classical quotation being in latin, must have well answered the 
purpose of making country readers stare t 

Upon the whole, Mr. Phipps is called upon Irir as public an 
apology as h^^as given to a studied iiti«i*epr<sentation and deltberDle > 
falsehood, but in which we are happy to state, he has not been sup- 
ported by a single print, either London or Provincial : which have, we 
believe, with this single exception, bestowed nearly unqualified praise 
on this deserving and. hoiK>uj-able testiiiieoy in commemmraiUon of 
the Natal Day of Shakspeare. 
T 



FourOi 963^9 Taesday, April £7, 1830> 



This day like the preceding ones, was celebrated by yari- 
ous species of public rejoicings and festivities amo|ig' private 
parties : the beauty of the weather materially coatributiiig 
to, tl^e pjLsa9ui:e of. those who pprti^^ipaled in them^ 

In the evening, there was a Ball at Shakspeitre*s Hall, 
A% which nearly 200 of the principal inhabitants in the town 
and neighbourhood were present. The exterior of the Build- 
ing was splendidly illuminated; and the interior, particu- 
larly the apartnient appropriated to dancing, was well 
lighted up. The ball-room was alvo beantifaUy decorated 
with evergreens; and, in addition to the other embellish- 
ments^ such as drapery bearing applicable devices, mottos, 
&c., (already describedin the account of the Public Dinner) 
many of the banners borne in the Dramatic Pageant, were 
tastefully arranged against the walls; producing, at once, 
a very splendid apd pleasing effect. 

About half past IQ, the ball was opened by Dr. Thomson 
Ind Mrs. Dennis, the assetmbly at that hour presenting a 
brilliant and most interesting spectacle. The elegant dresses 
of the Ladies, whose radiant charms fully sustained the repu- 
tation so Ipng bprne by the " JFartvickshire Lasses ;^^ — the 
variety of costu^ne assumed by either 8,ez, and the graceful 
specimens they displayed of TVrpjir^ore'^ fascinating art, 
all combined to render the assemblage deHghtfuIly pleasant 
and agreeable. The poli te, assiduous^ andgentlen^anly atten- 
tion of the Stewards, (QfurgeUoyd* E*q'* J^r. Tkom^w^ 
a^d Thavms Ashmn^ Esq. J essentially contribiUed to the 
comfort and pleasure of tfoe company. Qoadrilles, eoun- 
try dances, and the fashionable gallopade, were kept up i 
with uuabated zest and sp^it, till Sol's intriidipg rays gave 
the animated groups warniiig to depart. f 
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Tbw this mtmorable Gf la^ which bid gireB w n»i*h 
BDalloyed pleasnre to Ihousanda, wai concluded bj a aceue 
of reined but cbeerfalbappinmi, where for aeren houra, 
mirth knew ao paiue, — care waa never auSitred to intrude, 
— Bor languor for a moment to dispirit. 

Hie ereaing wa* also aelebrated by a masquerade, fire, 
works, and a [jerrormance at tbe theatre; — on the foUowJof 
day the ParilioQ was closed, but pretious thereto, the spi- 
rited andtiberal proprietor haidit thrown ojKn.lbr'tha giUu- 
iloua admission of children toTiewtheintemal decoratioDi. 
I Heretfaen we close our account, with obaeiving that aamall 
bul-patrioiiclMndofinen,bayeraisednpaspiritintbeirDaiiTe 
(own, which will, perhaps, never be destroyed; and long 
iaft«r they are slumbering under the turf which aurroauda 
the aacryd.edi£ca, where lie interred th« hallowed aahei of 
the great Dras^aUai Jii«Btilf,-titbeir cbiidrea'a cbildrea majc 
j oMiyexolaipv in bis own inspired languaga 

" — ■ How wanj agti . hence . . 

" Shall tiiit our ttrftf trcoe bt Mted «'«t 
" By men ODboni, and ■ccent jet ankDowB." 
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WARWICKSHIRE. 

By Mr, Gdrrick, 



Ye Warwickshire lads, and ye lasses. 
See what at our jubilee passes; 
Come revel away, rejoice^ and be glad. 
For the lad of all lads was a Warwickshire lad, 

Warwickshire lad. 
Ail be glad. 
For the lad of all lads was a Warwickshiire lad, 

be proud of the cha.rms of your cotinty. 
Where Nature has lavish'd her bounty, • 
Where much she has given, and some to be spar'd 
For the bard of all bards was a Warwickshire bard, 

Warwickshire bard. 
Never pair'd, 
For the bard of all bards was a Warwickshire bard. 

Each shire has its different pleasures. 
Each shire has its different treasures ; 
But to rare Warwickshire, all must submit. 
For the wit of all wits was a Warwickshire wit, 

Wan^^ifckshire wit. 
How he writ ! 
For the wit of all wits was a Warwickshire wit. 



Old Ben, Thomas Otwmy, John Dryden, 
And half a score more we take piide in. 
Of hmoua Will Congreve we boart too the skill. 
Bat the WUl of aU Wills was a Warwickshke WiU, 

Warwickshire Will, 
Matchless still. 
For the Will of aU WUls was a Warwickshire WiU. 

Oar Shakspbare compared is to no man. 
Nor Frenchman, nor Grecian, n<Mr Roman. 
Their swans are all geese, to the Avon's sweet swan. 
And the man of all men was a Warwickshire man, 

Warwickshire man, 
Atoq's swan. 
And the man of all men was a Warwickshire man. 

As yen'son is very inviting. 
To steal it oar bara took delight in. 
To make his friends merry, he never was lag. 
For the wag of all wags was a Warwickshire wag, 

Warwickshire wag. 
Ever brag. 
For the wag of all wags was a Warwickshire wag. 

There never was seen sach a creature. 
Of all she was worth, he robb'd Nature ; 
He took all her smiles, and he took all her grief. 
And the thief of all thieves was a Warwickshire thief, 

Warwickshire thief. 
He's the chief, 
For the thief of all thieves was a Warwickshire Chief, 



SHAKSPEARE'S MULBERRY-TREE. 

Sif Mr, Garrick^ 



Behold this fair goblet, 'twas carv'd from the tree, 
Which, O my sweet Shakspbare^ was planted by thee ; 



As a relic I kifis it^ and bow at the shrine,^ 
W&at comes from thy hand must be ever divine ! 

All shall yield to the mulberry-tree. 

Bend to thee. 

Blest mulberry. 

Matchless was he 

Who planted thee, 
And thou, like him, immortal be. 

Ye trees of the forest so rampant and high. 

Who spread round their branches, whose heads sweep the 

sky, 
Ye curious exotics, whom taste has brought here, 
To root out the natives, at prices so dear. 

All shall yield to the mulberry-tree, &c. &c» 

The oak is held royal, is Britain's great boast. 
Preserved once our king, and will always our coast. 
But of firs we make ship, we have thousands that fight 
While one, only one, like our Shakspeare can write. 

All shall yield to the mulberry tree, &c. &c. 

Let Venus delight in her gay myrtle bowers, 
Pomona in fruit-trees, and Flora in flowers, 
The garden of Shakspeare all fancies will suit, 
With the sweetest of^ flowers and fairest of fruit. 

All shall yield to the mulberry-tree, &c. &c. 

With learning and knowledge, the well letter'd-birch. 
Supplies law and physic, and grace for the church ; 
But the law and the gospel in Shakspeare we find. 
And he gives the best physic for body and mind. 

All sh^il yield to the mulberry-tree, &c. Sec, 

The fame of the patron gives fame to the tree. 
From him and his merits, this takes its degree ; 
Let Phcebus and Bacchus their glories resign. 
Our tree shall surpass both the laurel and vine. 

All shall yield to the mulberry-tree, &c. &c. 



The gCM« af SblOfMR Mi^MB * 

Bi«R nftvc IkH «He to Ac iKSrt e 
SoA^tit* w^k he f llii, h^Mik 
Haa lord, a^ Inn, awl ihe tw d 

An abaO yield to Ae ^iheny-tne, &c. Jtc. 

Thea each take a nhcwfiimhaacm'd tne, 
Ffoa feDf sMd fi*iii a chaim let k be ; 
FiO, fiB la the plaater, the cnp to the briia. 
TohoMv ' 



AD ihall yieU to the ■ribenr-tree. &c. &c. 



ROrN1>ELAY. 
BytheKa.RickmrdJmff», Kectmr »f SmitterJkU. 

listen ftf the tnefiil stn» ! 
•Altond yoar paicat's jocand tlaia. 
Til faacy colb yon, foUow me. 
To celelmte the Jubilee. 

On Aron's banks, where Shak^eare's btist 
Pointa out, and gaards his sleeping dust, 
The sons of scenic mirth decree 
To celebrate this jabilee. 

By Oarrick led, the grateful band, 
Ilastc to tbeir poet's natire land. 
With rites of sportiTe revelry. 
To celebrate his jubilee. 

Coni« daugbtera then, and with you bring 
Tiie vocal reed, and sprigfatfy string, 
Wit, am! joke, and repartee, 
To ctlebrate our jubilee. 

Come, daughters, come, and bring wiUi you 
' a'li.l «|>rite, and fairy crew, 
'hti sister-graces three, 
1>Tate our jiiliilcc. 



Hang aroif^d. ^e ^ciilptiiifcltoinlb 
The broider'd vest, the nodding plume. 
And the mask ofoomic glee. 
To celebrate our jubilee. 

From Bimam wood, and Bosworth's field. 
Bring the standard, briqg the shield, 
With drums, and martial' symphony, 

To celebrate our jubilee. 

» • 

In mournful numbers now relbte 
Poor Desdemona's hapless fiM», 
Wlth^flt'antiG- deeds of jealousy,. 
To celebrate ourjubilee. 

Nor be Windsor's wives forgot. 
With their harmless, merry plot. 
The wfait'ning mead, ap<i' haunted tree, 
To celebratje our jubijee. 

Now in jocund strains recite. 
The revels of the braggart knight. 
Fat knight ! and ancieni; pistol, he ! 
To celebrate our jubilee. 

But see, in crowds, th€^ gf^y^ the ffur^ 
To the splendid sG^e> repair, 
A scene as fine, as fine c;an be^ 
To celebra|;e^ o^r Jul)ilf^, 

Yet Colin bring, and Rosalind, . 
Each shepherd true, and damsel kind. 
For well with ours, their spqrts^. agree. 
To crown the festive jubilee. ^ 
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THE COUNTRY GIRL. 
fl 0oinic SbtnnxUu 

By Mr. Garriek. 

RECITATIVO. 

Prithee tell me, cousin Sue, 
Why they make so much to do, 

Trhy all this noise and* clatter ? 
Why all this hurry, all this bustle. 
Law ! how they crowd, and bawl, and jostle 

I caunno' guess the matter : 
For whom must all this puther be ? 
The Emperor of Garmanee, 

Or great Mogul is coming ; 
Such eating, drinking, dancing, singing. 
Such cannon firing, belb a-ringing. 

Such trumpeting and drumming ! 

AIR. 

All this for a Poet, — O no— 

Who liv'd Lord knows how long ago ? 

How can you jeer one. 

How can you fleer one, 
A Poet !— A Poet !— O no : 

Tis not so. 
Who liy'd Lord knows how long ago. 

It must be some great man, 
A prince or a state-man. 
It can't be a Poet, — O no : 

Your Poet is poor. 

And nobody sure. 
Regards a poor Poet, I trow : 

The rich ones we prize. 

Send 'em up to the skies. 
But not a poor Poet, — O no,— 
Who Wd Lord knows how long ago. 



ftECITATIVO. 

Yet now I cidl to mind. 
Our lamed Doctor boasted. 
One Shikspur did, of all mankind. 

Receive from heav'n the most-head ; 
That he could wonders do. 

And did 'em o'er and o'er. 
Raise sprites, and lay 'em too. 

The like ne'er seen before. 
A conjurer was he [ 

Who, with a pen in bond, 
£[ad earth, and air, and sea. 

And all things at cominaund* 

•Aiit. 

O'er each heart he was a ruter, 
Made 'em warmer or cooler, 
Oould make 'em to laugh or to cry : 
What we lock'd in our breasts. 
Though as close as in chests, 
Was not hid from the conjuror's eye. 
Though sins I have none, 
I am glad he is gone. 
No maid could live near such a mon. 

If he saw ye, he knew ye. 

Would look through and through ye, 
Through skin, and your flesh, and your clothes, 

Had you vanity, pride, 

Fifty follies beside, 
He would see 'em as plain as your nose. 

Though sins I have none, &c. 

Let us sing it^ and dance it. 

Rejoice it, and prance it. 
That no man has now such an art; 

What would come of us all. 

Both the great ones, and small. 
Should he live to peep now in each heart. 

Though sins I have none^ &c. 



i 
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SWEET WILLY O. 

By Mr. Gqrridk. 

The pride of all Nature was swe^t Willy Oy 

The first of all swains. 

He giad<len'(i the plains^ 
None eyer was like to the sw^et Willy O. 

♦ 
He sung it so rarely, did sweet Willy O, 

He melted eeck maid. 

So skilfol he plajr'd. 

No shepherd e'er pip'd like the sweet Willy Or 

All Mature obey'd him, this sweet Willy O, 

Wherever he came. 

Whatever had a name, ' 
Whenever he sung, folloVd isweet Will^ Or 

He would be a soldier,* this sweet WiUy O. 
When arm'd in the field. 
With sword and with shield. 

The laurel was won by the sweet Willy O. 

He charm'd 'em when living, the sweet Willy O^ 

And when Willy died, 

^was nature that sighed. 
To part with her aU in her sweet Willy O* 



TO THB 

IMMORTAL MEMORY OF SHA|LSPEARE, 

r 

Immortal be hie ntune. 
His memory, hk fame ! 



>* > f 



• Writer •fTVas«^y. 



11 



Nature and.her works we see, 
Matchless Shakspeare full in thee! 
Join'd by eyerlasting ties, 
Shakespeare but with nature dies. 
Immoral be his natney 
His memory, his fame ! 



THE DRAMATIC RACE, 
By a lover of the turf. 



Clear, clear the course,— -make room— make room I say ! 
Now they are off, and Jonson makes the play. 
I'll bet the odds — done sir, with you and you ; ' 
Shakspeare keeps near him,-^and he'll win it too ! 
Here's even money — done for a hundred, done — 
Now Jonson ! now, or never ; — he has won. 
I'll take my oath that Shakspeare won the prize— 
Damme ! whoever says he lost it, lies. 



A GLEE. 

By Dr, Mackenzie, of Worcester, 



Come, nymphs and fawns, where'er ye be. 
To this your father's jubilee. 

With a tivy, tivy, tivy-tivie, ti. 
Come elves» and fairies, in a row. 
And if you ever suftg, sing now. 

With a row-dow, row tidow, dow. 
EVn Caliban, though void of art. 
With growling bass, shall bear a part, 
WithaBan, Ban^ Cacaliban, 



*<. 
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TO MR. GARRICK^ 

ON SHAKSPEARE's birth DAT. 

•Kings for such a name would wish to die.*' 

MiUon. 



Daughters of hannony, a lay 
Deign to your darling's nataJ day. 

Bred on the soil of Warwick ; 
Who Nature at his service had-* 
To his vast merit who can add ? 

To Shakspeare'sy who but Garrick ? 

United we, his worth to praise. 
All strive a pyramid to raise. 

Which singly he has done ; 
As well might we on tip-toe try 
To touch the lofty vaulted sky. 

Or light the mid-day sun. 

Alone in native majesty. 

He stands confess'd, like that fam'd tree 

Of knowledge, Eden pluming : 
With florid branches waving high. 
His leaves present apparently 

Unfading blossoms blooming. 

The glances of his mental eye 
Were fleet, (as vivid flashes fly,) 

Dame Nature round siHveying ; 
He saw her naked, and he dress'd 
Her grand, though in the simplest vest. 

His taste supreme displaymg. 

Thus clad, she gratefully declar'd 
To prompt in a^r times ^me bard, 

A fiiv'rite next to thee. 
Whom tell-tale time should Gairick name. 
The author he, (reserved by Heune,) 

Of ^akspeare's jubilee. 
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Untouched and saored be thy 'shrine^ 
Avonian Willy, bard divine ! 

In studious posture leanin;^ ; 
From ev'ry field of fancy thou. 
Hast reap'd the harvest, only now 

Remains to us the gleaning. 

Th' alchymic touch, enquiry vain. 
Fond search of many a curious brain. 

Was never found, but when— i— 
When first our master's hand each thought, 
In highly finish'd models wrought. 

With his auriferous pen. 

His golden lines at once could gain 
Their sterling price ; but since, tis plain. 

The art with him is gone : 
A trut}i which each succeeding scribe 
Can for himself, and all his tribe 
Swear^ as I may for one. 



THOU SOFT FLOWING AVON. 

By Mr, Garrick. 



Thou soft-flowing Avon, by thy silver stream. 
Of things more than mortal our Shakspeare would dteam ; 
The fairies by moonlight dance round his green bed. 
For hallow'd the turf is which pillows his head. 

The love-stiicken maiden, the soft-sighing swain, 
Here rove without danger, and s^h without pain ; 
The sweet bud of beauty no blight shall here dread, 
For hallow'd the turf is which pillow'd his head. 

Here youth shall be fam'd for their love and their truth. 
And cheerful old age feel the spirit of youth; • 
For the raptures of fancy here poets shall tread. 
For hallowd the turf b which pillow'd his^head^ 
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How on, silver Avon! iasoog ever flow. 
Be the swans on thy bosom still whiter than snow, 
Ever full be thy stream, like his fame may it spread, 
For hallow'd the turf is which pillow'd his head. 



*'ii ' ^ 



A SONG. 



To arms ! ye brave mortals, to arms ! 

The road to renown lies before you ; 
The name of Ring Shakspeare has charms 

To rouse you to actions of glory. 

• > ' 

Away ! ye brave i^iortals, away ! 

'TIS Nature calls on, you to save her ; 

What man but would IN ature obey, 

And fight for her Shakspeare for ever ! 



SONG. 



Thrice happy the nation that Shakspeare has charm'd. 
More happy the bosoms his genius has warm'd ! 
Ye children of Nature, of Fashion, and Whim, 
He painted ye all, all join to praise him. 
Come away ! come away I 
His Genius calls you must obey ! 

From highest to lowest, from old to the young. 
All states and conditions by him have been sung ; 
All passions and humours were rais'd by his pen ; 
He could soar with the eagle, and sink with the wren. 
Come away, &c. 

To praise him ye fairies and genii repair, 
He knew where ye haunted, in earth and in air : 
No phantom so subtle could glide from his view. 
The wings of his fancy were swifter than you ; 
Cwaeaway, &:c. 



THE BlittH OF SHEAKSPEARE. 

Air. «^nitoiish Erin's Isle." 

By Ml*. Jl '0§dm. 

Jm Bess's day9 : 

(Which glory's rays 
For evep ch«ll «i^iroii,) . 

The gods)iQibde mien 

'Much better then. 
Of mingled gold aiid irtoi' 

A noblec face : 

No records j^race'^ . . 
To handle pen, or iMreak. spealr. 

/^.To perfect maii''^ ^ 

Said Jove's gnaU elair, 
" Suppose we try a Shakspeare ? " 
. Oh^ sweet Sliakspe&re ! 
Immortal Wiily. Sfbaksy^ue ! . .. 

Ey'ib tbe gods 

AUoir'd iA odds. 
They couldn't idnke a Shakspeare. 

Cried Phoebus, *' Pray 

Give meJ the clay, 
I'll breathe in't fire poetical. 

Which Ihrough the mass 

Shall nbstant pass, 
Exhaustless and prophetical ; " 

Quoth Mars, " Egad, 

■Well said, dear 1^, 
Or never may I break spet^r; 

For my part 

111 inspire his heart ; 
But still we haven't Shakspeare ! " 

Oh; sweet Shakspeare, See, 

With looks that strike 
In her we like 
Bespoke them gentle Venns, — 



( 
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'^ His hearty dear Man, 

My gracious stars ! 
We must have that between us : 

My darlings all 

Have courage tali 
I can't deny its meetness ! 

!Dut here, my friend, 

I'll with it blend. 
E'en female love and sweetness." 

Oh, Sweet Shakspeare, &c. 

Then Wisdom's maid, 
(Of aspect staid. 

But ever fresh and charming.) 
Prepar'd the brain 
Witn wondrous pain. 

And enei^ alarming ; 

That so in debt 
None else should get. 

Protesting as she shut it in. 
Unless he brought 
(Preposterous thought) 

As fine a head to put it in. 

Oh, sweet Shakspeare, <&c. 

The god of Wit 

Imparted it 
To dissipate Spleen's tumour. 
Mnemosyne 
Gave Memory, 
And Momus added Humour : 

JoTe shook his head. 

And smiling said, 
'* Superior power is needing ; 

My gift though last 

Has all surpast, 
I've doubled each preceding." 

Oh, sweet Shakspeare ! 
Immortal Willy Shakspeare ! 

Thus the Gods 

In spite of odds 
Contriy'd to make a Shakspeare. 



J 



STRATFORD FESTIVAL, 



1830. 



SCHEME 



OF THI 



GRAND CONCERT, 



TO BE PERFORMED AT THE 



SHAKSPEARE HALL, 



ON 



SATURDAY MORNING^ 



APRIL 24, 1830. 



Tickets pf Admhsion, price 59. 



*«* Doors opened at Half-past One o*Clock ; Concert to 
commence at Two precisely. 



ffttNTSS BY J. SHARP, COURUR-OFnCt, LKAMINGTOK. 



MISS HEATON. MISS FLETCHER. 

Mr. MACHIN. 

Messrs. BRATT, RILEY, AND GREAVES. 



XNSTRUMENTAI. PERFORMERS. 

LEADER, 
Mr. J. M. MARSHALL. 

PRINCIPAL VIOLONCELLO, 
Mr. MARSHALL. 

CONDUCTORi 

Mr. FRED. MARSHALL, 

Who will preside at the Grand Piano-Forte* 



PART. I. 

Jubilee Ode to Shakspeare ; written expressly for this 
Festival, by Isaac Cowen ; and set to Music by Charles 
Salaman. 

PART IL 

- Overture. — Zauberfiote « Mozart. 

Glee (4 Voices) . — * * Sw\filyfrom iheMwn* 

tain*9 brow,** Webbe. 

Song. — The breaking qfthe Dap Horn. 

Trio. — Piano-Forte, Violin, '(^ioloncello. . Hummel, 

Cavatina. — ** Langutr per una bella** ... Rossini. 

ScENA. — Battle qf Hohetilinden, C. Smith. 

Tramp Chorus Bishop. 

Duett. — Crudelperche Mozart. 

Overture. — Prometheus Beethoven. 

Finale. — God »a»e the King 



( 




PtiRT J. 



JUBILBE ODE 

TO SKAKSFBAIUI; 

IN COMMEMORATION OF THE NATAL DAY OF 

ENGLAND'S MOST UXUSTRIOUS 

DRAMATIC BARD; 

Writltit atyrutlji for Ihe GromJ Futinal at Sira^ford-t^m- 
Asm, 23d tifJfni, tSSO, iji TSAAe CQWEN. 



RECITATXTE.-ACCOMP. 

Ariae from Mermaid cave, 
Dncend from sUny gphere, 
Spirits of mclodf! Appear! sppew! 
On flanung piniona borne, witk heawBl; sound, 
. S*Gord U* deaUiIeM lame oa, Avon's, hallo w'd ground 
Rlu, awelliog peala of MCred tranipOEt, Fiae, 
While tuoefiit t|i|U)den wriie tlie edioiag tldor} 
Soft^tiieailiiDg Aj>iil,.f»giwt ineeiue bring, 
And warble BweetJ;, jw.j^oung bird* of Sjwln^. 
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PASTORAL SYMPHOltflr. 

SEMI-CHORUS OF SEA NYMPHS. 

We hear, we hear. 
From the vasty deep. 

In pearly c^s • 
Where sea nymphs sl^ep ^ 
There, in coral caves 
Entomhed helow, 
Kests the magic bo6k 

Of Prospero. 
List ! softly list ! 
In the calm hlae sky. 
Float celestial notes 

Of Harmony. 

CHORUS OF Am SPIRITS. 

We, the spirits of the monntains, 
Dwellers in the crystal fountains. 
Nymphs of grottos, lakes and fliowersy 
Genii of the sun-lit howers ; 
Join with thee through realms ahove» 
In lays of rapture — songs of love. 



RECITATIVE. 

Proip, — 

Ariel ! gentle Ariel ! — ** delicate spirit" — ^where 
Wing'st thod thy radiant flight—*' Child of thin Air ;"•*- 
Within the darted lightning's vivid gleam — 
Or sail'st in the pale moonlight's silv'ry heam — 
Else close emhosom'd 'mtd some flow'rets' hloom. 
In wafted odours, sighing soft perfume ? 



JrM,^ hear his. well known voice, with joy | sea 
That Angel smile — so lov'd, so dear to me. 
— Master ! I come— oh, transport ! — extacy ! 

iVesi^.«-^Hither, dear Ariel, ere the orient Sun 

In golden splendour his hright course has run— !• 
Approach ! be visible. The dewy mom 
Sheds pure ambrosial gales. Hark ! the shrill horn 
Proclaims the woodland chace. The dappled deer 
Bounds o'er the thicket. Ariel, now appear ! 
Divinest Shakspeare claims thy sweetest lays, 
- In dulcet music choir his endless praise, 

.^IHe/.— Master ! beloved ! — I feel the mystic power-* 
I^ymn all ye Muses to his natal hoar, 



DUETT. 

/Vofp. — Haste ! Ariel, haste ! the bright-eyed day 
Shines laughing on each vernal spray. 
Swift, hie thee to those sapphire isles, 
Where cupids lurk 'neath beauty's smiles. 

Ariel, — ^Master ! I with joy obeying, 

On dancing sun-beams zephyrs playing. 

Behold! I fly. 

Pro^.— From yon glitt'ring- sylvan- grove, 

01^ ! bring a wreath by young Sylphs wove, 
To deck the tomb of him wa love. 

Ariel, — Master! I know— with speed I go 
To fly — to fly— thro' the azure sky. 

It is for Avon's gentle swain. 
Sweet breath'd his own mellifluous straiHt 



Soft as bright stat-beanfls on clear sireamlets piay!ii|^ 
Bea^itiful as mild blue eyes of nymphs o*er daisies straying— 
Pure as the chrystal rills that gush from limpid fountains-* 
And musical as tuneful birds that warble from the motmtftins* 



All hail i to tbee, Bard, while calm Avon shaU floHW 
And t|ie roae -on the feir (dreek of b^mfy •Mi ^iow-* 
Hail ! to thee> m%hly nrastcar, tlieliaxp» IIuIb> alidl^ 
Shall sound forth thy triumph with semphip fiM"<« 
Earaptur'd the j^s on thy magks tlrtttkili h«Sg» 
As the music of hsaven distiird from thy tongue. 
On thy grave, " fair Ophelia," eaoh love-beaming eye 
Mast drop its dear pearl, and enamoured shall sigh^ 
tV'hile the lily's pale hoe will enhance the sad tsar. 
All trembling with grief o*er the mad-strioken Lear s 
For thy ]ight» gloriojos Sbaxspbaks, tfesplendenNiltfl shine, 
A star through all ages — Immortal — Divine. 



GRAND VIKAXJB. 

Hail ! to great Shakspears*s magic stridn, 
** We ne*er shall look upon his like agidn.' 




PART IL 

OVERTURE, 
ZatAerfiote Mozart. 

GLEE . . . Four Voices . . . Webe 

Swiftly from Iho mountain's brow, 

Shttdowii, nurs'd by night, retire j 
And the peeping Bunbeams now, 

P»lnt with gold tlia »iilage apire. 
Sneet. O sweet, the warbiing tbrong. 

On tbe white embiossom'd spray. 
Nature's uniTetsal long, 

Ecboei to tlM ritlng d»y. 
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SONG ......... Horn. 

Mr. Machiru 

Tba mn is on th« monntaUiy 

Hi» btam lies on the sea; 

And far and near i$ echoed loud, 

The skylark's melody. 

The hind plods o'er the dewy field, 

And hails the rising ray, 

As he feels, while he steals. 

The breaking of the day. 

The East with gold is shining. 

And fleetly o'er the lawn 

The stag flies on, and bugles loand 

Fierce welcome in the dawn. 

The quivering beam«, through every bought 

In sunny radiance play ; 

On each tree, all can see. 

The rising of the day. 

The Suni &o. 8^% 

By countless dogs surrounded. 

The brave stag yields his breath. 

And man and horse with ardour strive,^ 

To be in at the death. 

To see the hut of him tk^ sprang. 

When rose the gpldea ray^ 

Whose fleet feet no more can g^reet. 

The breaking of the day. 

Tll» Smi^ *e. 9b^ 



li 



TRIO . . • • • HUMMIIL. 

PIANO-FORTE, VIOLIN, VIOLONCELLO. 
"kx. F. MARSHALL* Mr. J. M. MARSHALL, & Mr. MARSHALL. 



CAVATINA . Rossini- 

Miss Heaton. 

Laognir per una bella ; 
£ star lontan da qnella, 
£ il piu Crudel tormento j 
Che provar possa un Cor. 
Forse yerra U mooieiitD, 
Ma non lo spero ancot. 

Contenta quest' alma, 
In mezzo alle pene ; 
Sol trova la caltna, 
PeDsando al suo bene, 
Che sempre costante, 
Si serba in amor. 



SCilNA . . . Mr. Machin . * 4 Siftt'ii. 

recitAtivb. 

On Linden, "when the sun was low, 
All bloodless lay the untrodden snow, 
And dark as winter was the flow 

Of Iser rolling rapidly. 
But Linden saw another sight. 
When the droro beat at dead of nighty 
Commanding fires of death to light 

The darkness of her scenery. 
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AIR. 

By torch and trumpet fast array'd, 
Each horseman drew his battle blade. 
And furious every charger neigh'd. 
To join the dreadful revelry. 

Then shook the hills, with thunders riven; 
Then rush'd the steed, to battle driven; 
And, louder than the bolts of Heaven, 
Far flash *d the red artillery. 

But redder yet that light shall glow 
On Linden's hills of stained snow. 
And bloodier yet the torrent flow 
Of Iser rolling rapidly. 

The combat deepens ! On, ye brave. 
Who rush to glory or the grave; 
Wave, Munich, all thy banners wave. 

And charge with all thy chivahy. 

Few shall part where many meet. 
The snow shall be their winding sheet. 
And every turf beneath their feet 

Shall be a soldier's sepulchre. 
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TRAMP CHORUS .... Bishop. 

Now tramp, now tramp, o'er moss and fell; 
The batten'd ground, 
Returns the sound, 

While breathing chanters proudly swell ; 
Clan Alpin's cry- 
Is win or die ; 

Guardian spirits of the brave. 

Victory o'er my Norman wave. 



DUET . . . Mozart. 
Miss Heaton and Mr. Machin. 

U C. Crudel ! perche finora 

Farmi languir cosi ? 

Sus. Signer, la donna ognora 

Tempo a dir dl si. 

// C. ^Dunque, in giardin Vemd ? 

Su8» Se place a voi, Verro. 

n C ^E non mi mancherai? 

Sua, ^No, non vi manchero. 

contento 
11 cor! 



/7 C 1 Mi sento dal coi 

Sum, J Pieno di giola 1] 

II C. 1 Scu 

Su8, J Voi 



Scusate mi se mento ! 
che intendete amor. 
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OVERTURE. 



Prwnetheu^. ..... Bssihoven. 



FINALE. 



God Save the King. 
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TO 



HIS MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 



KING OF GREAT BRITAIN, &c. &c. 



Sinjs, 

The usual language of a Dedication emanates 
from the fountain of flattery, and therefore from 
deceit ; it is usually attired in the garb of compli" 
ment and adulation, to the exclusion of rationality ; 
but the language ^this Dedication arises from a 
conscientious feeling of the Pious Bmnevolence^ 
of YOUR MAJESTY. England is not mwe 
renoumed for her victory of Agincourt, than she^ 
is for the possession of Shakspearb ; to perpetu^- 
ate, therefore, the memory of his Genius, must add- 
a garland to his Fame ; hat, far mare brilliant is 
the act which rescues his ashes from oblivion, and 
extends the hand of protection to his Mmument and 
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his Grave. In this Pirns duty, YOUR MAJESTY 

mil descend to posterity as the first Monarch who 

has given his irvfluence and support, to shelter from 

destruction, the remains of our Prince of Poets.^^ 

The Dedication, therefore, of the JF'irst Annual 

Or A TioN upon the Life, Character, and Genius 

of Shakspbare, to YOUR MAJESTY, can never 

be ascribed to flattery, but to the Sacred Act 

which has called forth the admiration of your 

Kingdom. As a Pilgrim from the New-World, to 

the Shrine of the ''time-honoured^' Bard, and 

as a Stranger upon the soil of my native land, I 

cannot but feel an honest pride in being permitted, 

by YOUR MAJESTY, to dedicate my humble 

tribute to your generous protection; and mx>re 

especially when my tvish was acceded to by a 

promptness and liberality of sentiment, which, while 

it adds an honour to my nam£, at once proclaims 

the veneration of YOUR MAJESTY, for tJte 

Memort of Shak&peare. 

I have the honour to be 
YOUR MAJESTYS 
Obliged and obedient, in devotion and respect, 

GEORGE JONES. 



ORATION. 



My Fair and Noble Friends,— The oustom of a 
Public Oration, which we are called upon this day 
to imitate, does not originate within the memory of 
ourselves, but bears the venerable stamp of classic 
antiquity : and there is this difference between an 
Eulogy and an OratioUj^^the former relates only 
to praise or flattery, — ^the latter rises with superior 
dignity, and appertains to truth alone, thereby giv- 
ing the Orator power to express boldly the character 
of the departed, however high his rank or station. 
This is not the only power which an OraticNH pos- 
sesses, &r it presents a field for Eloquence, that 
cannot be found in mere Eulogy. Praise alone may 
be compared to a picture without a shadow,— or to 
the supposition of an eternal sunshine, without the 
shades of departed day to relieve us from the des^t 
sameness. Nature is not governed by light alone, 
—we only know the brilliancy of the mendian siiii, 
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by the contrast with the storm-cloud,— we only enjoy 
the smiles of the Queen of Night, by the contrast 
emanating from the frowns of ^Eolus, — So do we only 
perceive the beauty of Virtue, when compared with 
the deformity of Vice. The superior power of an 
Oration, then, is obvious, for it not only gives author- 
ity to aiouse ttie passions, but also to unfold the 
filultis 6f man, and thus present his character by the 
very contrast with more ri3q)lendence to the world. 
An Ofatim is not only applicable to the time and 
place of burial; but it is the medium, also, for any 
age to testify their admiration of the worth or intel- 
lectual power of ancestral chafacters. 

Wh^ Junius Brutus teas slain by Aruns, the 
last of the septenary kings of Rome, we find recorded 
Ate first Public Oration to the meknory dT the de- 
parted, it having been pronounced in the iotum by 
Publius Valerius, upon the civil and mililary cha- 
racter of the Iti>man Ccnisul. The custom among 
the Ronsans was practised for many centuries after, 
'as is manifest I^ the oration of Marcus Antonius, 
iqxm (be death of the first Csasar. The practice in 
the'mdre tefined nation of Aftica/was held in the 
highest veneration ; for not only those slain upon Ae 



fi^ld of MaiatluHx had this honour paid to their me- 
mory, but the first dain in evety battle between the 
PelpponeeiaiBfi and the A&enlans; the original tri- 
bute having been deliyeredby the Ibonder of the 
MinervaParthenon— the Olymi^anPericles. France 
fof ^ef^tpiiesi haft oppt^ned this custom, but more 
^pe<4ally in that country is it applied to celebrate 
the funep:|iis of the l^ijiii and the virtuoiL hi 
Am^ijicai the ci]^to& had itia (nngin up^ the death 
of Washington, when a funeral oration was pro- 
nounced in every tawn and village of the republic. 
The same practice was continued upon the deaths of 
Adams, JeiSerson, Lafayette, and Carroll of Car- 
r(dlton. In England, the custom is less common, 
and th^eby is more remarkable fiom its novelty; 
but to whom could a|ty peculiar hanoqr be givea 
with a peater deservi^ than to the Bard of Avon ? 
And, though I feel a pride in being the fcnmdef of 
the ous(cGBi, in regard to the Poet, yet I cannot but 
feel that the reputation throwsa around my name, in 
being selected for the enviable distinction of pro- 
nouncing the First Annual Oration to the 
Memory of Shakbpeare, to emanate rather fix»n 
extended courtesy to that nation which has graced 
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me with its citizen^ip, than to any deserving of my 
own :— 4md however Posterity may contemplate this 
day^ I find my greatest pride in the belief^ that it 
may incite odiers of the Histriomc Profession to 
achieve the like distinction. 

I shall endeavour^ in my effort, to aivoid all flattery, 
or unmerited censure, and boldly place before you an 
analysis of the character of Shakspeare, in two dis- 
tinct forms, — as the Jfon, andas the Poet. I am well 
aware that the task is one of great dificulty, for to 
speak of departed worth, according to the dictates of 
truth, is at once to place myself in oppodtion to 
opinions already formed; — ^for some there are that will 
not admit of a ^ngle wrong having been committed, 
while others think that the deceased, by receiving 
his merited praise, is flattered, especialty if the ar- 
guments of his inerits be above their comprehension. 
This last remaik does not apply to England or 
America, but io the nations of the Continent, whose 
languages cannot receive the idiom of our own, and 
consequently the very genius of the oiiginal is lost 
by translation. The same rule will apply to us in 
regard to foreign authors, for no translation can ever 
render a fac-simile of the original. The Pictorial 



laoguage posseses but one ' Traxisfigatati(xi' by 
Raphael, although the worldhas a thousand copies and 
translations :-*so with Shakspeare ; one language 
onhf can possess the essence of Jus genius. Let us 
therefore rejoice, that we are of that nation, the lan«> 
guage of which enables us to enjoy the intellectual 
treasure which he has bequeathed to us. 

To trace the meandering waters of gemus to their 
native fountain, is not only a ddight but a duty, 
imposed upon all who would fender justice to the 
Castalian stream. Let us, therefore, pause ere we 

ascend the regions of Poetry, and contemplate that 
being, whose name is never breathed, — ^whose birth 
no raster rec(M:ds,*— whose burial is not even pointed 
by the humble Stone of a village church-yard. — ^yet 
\o whose existence we owe the possession of -a 
nation's glory! — ^The ca^et which contained the dia- 
mond, we have never priced ; — the pearly fountjuns 
by which the undying flower received its nourish- 
ment, have for centuries been lost amid the waters 
of oblivion; — ^the hand which led the in&nt steps of 
Shakspeare ;-— the protecting aims that shielded the 
beloved child amid the devourmg plague, have long 
since withered in a nameless grave ; yet no sigh or 
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tribute htt$ be^ given to her memoiy-^to the 
Mother of Shabipwe ! Why ia this? Was that 
parent imworthy of rem^nbraoce 1 I will not en- 
tertain the thought Was her family as lutineless 
aa herself? Not so, they oan be t^aeed through a 
long line of ancestry, filling honourable offices, even 
to the period c^ the hat Eong of the Saxon raee-r-> 
EdwcMrd the Confe^K>r I Why, then, has this apa- 
thy been shewn to the parent's memory? Let us 
notfoiget, my filends, how many of thei mo^ e&p 
alted chara^rs of our le^ have attributed the foun- 
dation of their glory and l^^eve^lex^ totl^ energy 
of their maternal pa;rents. Home presenta to us 
Coriplftnua apd the Gracchi, but- with them also we 
behold Yoluimua e^i Corpelia. Fia;nce daz^l^ us 
vfiit^ t)ie memory of Napolepn, yet we remeioAber 
the %n char^GteF of Ls^titia. America pre^ts us 
with the etherial glory of a Washington, yet he ror 
fleeted baqi^ Ubat teiUian<gr to his parent Let not 
]€ngland, then, reject the tibmight, that we owe at 
least some tribute to the parent of 0lu^ Poet, that 
posterity may not point tp^ t», aa {acfcmg that grace- 
ful yet manly delic^, with which we may justly 
charge owr ancesftors. On Tuesday the twenty-third 
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of April, one thousand five hundbred and BiiKty-four, 
Nature prei^nted to the Wdrld William Shaks- 
PEARE .'--the humblest cottage of Stratford first 
edioed his inSsuit cries; yet is that lowly dwelfifig 
to the poetic pilgrim fisur mortB dear than the scep- 
tred palace :-^he remembers, as be paces the oaken 
floor, that all rdnks have wbrshippcid thete, evdn 
from the monarch to the ineiidicant; and if a tear 
should bedim his ravished sight, 'tis but the pil- 
grim's tribute to '' the God of his idolatry." Scarce 
two months had passed from the birih of dur Poet, 
when this town was visited by a most destructive 
pestilence, which, for hal£-a-year raged with inces- 
sant violence, thereby carrying to fiie grave a se- 
venth of its inhabitants. For the benefit of man- 
kind, Shakspeare was rescued ; but, to whom may 
we naturally attribute his safety ! Poetry may re- 
ply, that Uke Horace, amid death and contagion, he 
was protected by the Muses'. But does not reason, 
and truth at once proclaim— to his maternal parent? 
Let this belief, at least, find a sympathetic throb in 
every breast to the mother* s memory! We next 
trace our favourite as " the schodi-boy, with satdiel 
and shining morning face^" but no/ "Creeping, like a 
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meal, uiiwiUingly to school ;" — ^rather let us believe 
that he bounded like the antelope^ to his task, with 
Burbageandhisoomates; thatheacquiredthe<>m6^a, 
while others were conning the alpha of their les- 
sons ; that he e'^n lingered after school hours, to 
drink deeper of the stream of knowledge, until his 
brain, teemed with chaotic thought, which nothing 
but approadiing manhood could give to it — "a heal 
habitation and a name.*' We next find the Youth 
of nature in a character of all others, the most likely 
to poiyrtray his disposition, to give us a clue to 

^ The flash and out-break of a fiery mind." 

Need, I add to every fair listener, — ^the Lover? 
I cannpt imagine a period of his life more inter- 
esting than this,-*for it must have given an impulse 
to feeling hitherto dormant; it must have opened 
the very flood-^ate of an impassioned heart — ^it 
must have borne him amid the regions of fancy and 
fairy-dream! In that character we do not live on 
earth, we ascend in seriality to the skies ; we breathe 
a new atmosphere; we exist not for ourselves, but 
fbt others; our language is that of the flashing eye, 
and of nature only ; art is banished to its native den 
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of deceit y our very soul seems to leave its confine, 
and with celestial speed ascend to the realms of 
bliss, — to our earthly heavien, — to the Woman of 
our Heart/ If these fedings exist with the Lover 
only, what must they be, when that love meets a 
fond return] With the young, the gi^acefiil, the 
beautiful, and the poetic Shakspeare, it must have 
been the very essence of rapture; for eighteen Sum- 
mers had not y6t tinged his golden locks, ere "^e 
find him in the triple character of bver, husband, 
and father. Should not, then, common nature make 
some allowance for the after-action of a youth, 
basking in the sunshine of an over-excited temper- 
£unent ? To mte, the deed that led t6 the prosecition 
by the Knight of Chatlcotte, bears any aspect but 
that of a criminality; for to establish this fact, first 
must be proved the essential of crime^ — malice : this 
no one can trace, and only after the p)?osecution, do 
we find the young poet indulging in this feeling, 
by posting upooi "the outward walls," the famous- 
ballad. The reason of this act, I thiiik, may be 
founded upon the belief, by Shakspeare, ' that the 
punishment was beyond the fixdic which led to 
it. Who can tell, at this period, for what purpose 
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the misdemeanour was committedl It might have 
jbe^i, to have supplied ^e wants of some starving^ 
'&mily, thlit be thus placed himself at the mercy 
of a judge. If it was done in badness of heart, 
why do not the actions of his after life support 
the charge ?-**-&! from it ; for when in London, siav 
loonded by poverty, friendless, and alon^ we do 
B0t fiitd him pursuing the path of vice, but rather 
ioffering *his 'miifiHtanes, than to do axry d^ed that 
might have tarnished his friture reputation. The 
diarge, therefore, of *' Deer-^tealing** I should rather 
beliefve was an invention of his persecutor, to cover 
his own severity ; than td any particle of crime within 
the heart of Shakspeare. Let no (me believe that 
the charge of of over-severity is exaggerated, founded 
aJB it must have been in prejudiceagainst the prisoner r 
for what court at the present day would tolerate Ae 
tmjuBt pvoceediiig of the Pl^osecutior being also the 
Jndffe dnd Jwy f At all events, whatever name 
may b^ applied to the action, I am wiQing that the 
life of Ae. Poet AouM evbr be in possession of it 
Td avdtdthe writ of SccmAibMi Magnaium, as then 
iaiued from the Inqoifiitkxfl ctf die Star Chamb^^ and 
notlQ espape from the original Prosecutum, the young 
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Poet was compelled to fly from his native home, arid 
the comforts of a domestic hearth^ to seek a shelter 
amid tlie labyrinths and mazes of the Metro{)(£^.4^ 
• Who, at thift period^ can faithfully portray his suffer- 
ings and privations, either as the Man, the Husband, 
or the Father] It is well, perhaps, that we have HD 
^record of his misery, for the reality might have dsi^ 
stroyed the lomaBce aooond his biograj^y ; fiir wh«t 
heart, in contemplatii^ the chaxaet^. of Belvideira, 
but gives a sigh to the memory of Otway^ when k 
fteniembers that he died a victim to starvation I Ik 
lioiidon then, at the age of twenty-one, an eodlafiaoi 
hcxme'^Wife, Children, and Parsntar-^e find the 
Poet ^igag^ ia the Jbwest capacity in a Th^atre^ 
suing atk office of the most tedious monotcmy, mdn 
jected to the taunts of the prpiid, the scofn ofthe ooii^ 
eeited, andin ev^y respect, theantipodes of a mindso 
vivid and versatile as his ; yet, by tfaeiesulty we^oan 
perceive the mastery of tbe Soul over ihe FfiysiqM 
of our natm^ : — ^though appar^atly overwhelmed by 
the frowns of fortune, and obscured by the clouds of 
fate, yet his genius and perse verance,~like to the 
GfOd of day,-^burst asunder, forever, the ephemeral 
vapours consequent upon the twilight melancholy of 
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his youth and happiness ! What a lesson is here 
presented to mankind — ^how beautiful^ how sublimely 
powerful ! It should teach us that that Power whidi 
governs even ''the fall of a sparrow," is not unmind- 
ful of the image of Himself; and that the greatest 
adoration we can pay to the Creator, is in the worthy 
exercise of those intellectual powers with which, in 
his infinite wisdom, he has endowed us. It would 
be useless to pursue the character of Shakspeare as 
the Man through the paths of comparative prosperity; 
the region of adversity is the fiery ordeal by which 
o!ir earthly nature is to be tried, though succeeding 
prosperity may consoUdate our character. Plutarch 
has justly observed, '' That it is not always in the 
most distinguished expbits that men's virtues or 
vices may be discerned ; but firequently, an action of 
smaU note, a short sajdng, or a jest, distinguishes a 
person's xealcharacter more than fields of carnage, the 
greatest battles, or the most important seiges." And 
again, remarks the Cbseronean, that '' A/rm mind 
is never elated with prosperity, nor broken by ad* 
versity." 

Thus, then, with the Bard of Avon; in the days 
of royal patronage, and the lordly friendship oi 
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Southampton^ Pembroke, and Montgomery, he nobly 
extended the hand of fostering protection tothe works 
of an envious, ungrateful, though learned, rival: — ^he 
first introduced him to Fame and to the Public, 
though at the hazard of disparagement to himself, 
and consequent obscurity. In this act alone we in- 
stantly perceive the towering dignity of Shakspeare's 
manhood! The testimony of Heminge aiid Condell, 
the publishers of the first edition of his works, 
in regard to the £dendship of the Baid, may 
be expressed here with propriety. They write, 
"We have but collected them," (the plays) "and 
" done an office to the dead, to procure his orpbanfi 
guardians ; without ambition either of self, profit, or 
£ajne ; but, only to keep the memory of so worthy 
a Friend and fellow alive as was our l^akspeare" 
In another point of view, his character as the phi- 
losopher, may be contemplated with adiniiation«— • 
Though living in the sunshine of i»rosperity, sur- 
rounded by the gUtter of Court patronage, followed 
by the adulation of parasites and flatterers, yet We 
find him like Rome's Dictator, returning from the 
turmoil of ttuthority, to enjoy the calm sedusion of 
his native home— t)f his beloved, oif his fondly- 
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cherudlked Stratfofd. in ihiJ^B we perceive th^ heiirt 
at peace, the mind at edsej as if pr^fturing for 

— - , • #■ 

" The imdiscoTered country, from whose boarn 

•• No traveller relums." 

... , . . . '^ 

No, my fidends, for he must have died ^ 

''As one that has been studied in his death, 
' To throw away the dearest thing he owed' ' . ' . , 
** As 'twere a careless trifle.*? 

What a8S<)ciations now must rush upoa' the mind, m 
it ocmtemplates the dying inicnaoiart of this Alexander 
of Poets, who, if he wept, it cotild not have bedn M 
a Worid to oonquer, buffer an Universe to deUne&ti^f 
What a scene does the Death-bed of Shakaqpear^ 
present to us — how beailtiM, how poetical! What a 
subject toss the Poet, the Painter, or the Sculp^cKf. 
it should && upon the heart with peculiar force upoh 
tlus day, fbr Time completes, even while! speaii^ 
the two hundred and twentietii anniversary of that 
melancholy, yet pleasing.mamrait; pleasing it must 
have been, at least to the Poet, though the surround* 
ing friends were shrouded beneath the mournful veil 
oi senow. Imagination inay h^re portray his first* 
bom» concealing her grief within the trembling 
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bpsom (^ her Lord and Uusba&d;— liis ycuBger, 
scarce y^ a bride :t ere the tears of the FatberlesB 
turned pale the roses of her cheek ;— ^hile the Wife 
and Mother, by her quivering lip and downcast eyes 
expresses the anguish of her Soul; — ^here too, 
" merry Tarlton" no more can smile, and the faithful 
Burbage weeps in sorrow, now his own. — ^There is 
yet ^ one figure, which fasicy viaion'd forth, as the 
emblem of Nobility and generosity, — ^he supports the 
dying form of the Poetic wonder, — ^whose smile is an« 
miexed by the falling tear of f^endship— the noble 
Fri6B(tehip; of Southampton :--Sttt amid this sc^ne, 
of fiuiLeral mdancholy, y^rbBi must have beeh the 
thought of the expiring Shieikspeaie 1 What tongue 
siiaQ speak them, or what pen shall truly trace 
them? Death to him could have had no pimgs, 6xp he 
must have viewed the spectre with a Poets' smile ; 
it his oiice fiery eyes were S&nmed, itcoidd hot have 
been with die mdsture of fear, of dread, but by the 
jarful tear of a dying Christian ; the halid which 
had 80 often borne the sUhs of his classic thoughts 
c^d ne'er have tremUed, finr he must havd received 
t&e iing of Sepuktoes with the grasp of resigna- 

♦ Married a few months previous. Vide, Stratford lUgister. 
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tion : those lips could ne'er with conscience quiver, 
that had reasoned with the philosophy of death, 
until they could with finnness utter. — 

" We are such stuff 
" As dreams are made of, and our little life 
" Is rounded with a sleep :— 



his high and noble forehead, worthy to have been ' 
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" The front of Jove himseir* 

must have flushed with thoughts at once heavenly 
and sublime, while the fountain of his heart o'er- 
flowed the channels of nature aiid humanity; and 
dying in moral and religious quietude, his Soul 
must have mounted on the smile of tranquility, to 
th6 eternal presence of hid Creator and his God ! 

Thus have I presumed to txace the feelings of 
Shakspeare, hovering between life and deadi, and 
though emanatiiig from an enthusiastic nature, yet 
thode feelings ate founded upon the very essence of 
his words; emd should any be sceptical enough to 
doubt, let me remind the unbeliever, of the words of 
Shakspeare, published but one month previous to 
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the seem which I have endeavoured to describe— 
'' I commend my Soul into the hands ci Grod my 
Creator; b^ping, and assuredly believing^ through the 
only merits of Jesus Christ my Saviour^ to be made 
partaker of life everlasting ; and my body to the 
earth, whereof it is made." Never yet were the re^ 
nmins of mortality consi^oed to their native dust, to 
whom the BcHnan fimeral-prayer, 

** Sit tibi t£rba levis,** R 

could be applied with greater justice, than to 
William Shakspeetre. — ^Thrice-honoor'd ^xatford^ in 
being his place of Birth and Death — ^his Cradle 
and his Grave ! JLiOng may yonder gothic walls en- 
ahrineWsearddy remains; and may foture Pilgrims 
esteem the Man, when they venerate the Poet. — 
Long may thy ashes, O! Shakspeare, possess their 
present faithful Guaxdian;* and when he shall be 
gathered to the home c^ his ancestors, may his sue- 
cessors imitate his Nobleness of Mind-^his Piety, 
Friendship— his Charity and Benevolence ! 

The only grand division in the Animal Kingdom, 
separating'Man from the Brute, must appear evident, 

n light be the earth upon thy Grave. 
* Rev. Dr. J. Davenport. 
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ftom a study of nature, to be the JUind only; nor 
can the division be perceptible-simply by the pos- 
session^ but by the persevering exercise of the intel- 
lectual power. This must appear irrefragable, for 
we find the horse, and more especially the canine 
species, possessing Sagacity and Friendship in so 
eminent a degree, that many bearing the shape of 
human beings, have had cause to blush for the com- 
parison. After the formation of the living creatures 
inhabiting the regions of the earth, the waters, and 
the air, God said, '' Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness;'^ but these sacred expressions 
are not to be taken in their literal sense, as meaning 
the mere anatomy of our frame ; for man was com- 
manded " to subdue the earth," and to " have do- 
minion over every living thing that moveth upon the 
earth." In this charge we cannot entertain the 
thought, that man's j^Ay^'caZ strength was to conquer 
the Lion or the Leopard; but, by the exercise of 
his mental faculty, he was to rise superior to them, 
and thus approach to a resemblance of the Creator ! 
According to the enlargement of his mentality, so 
has man risen in the estimation of the world; and, 
consequently, only that grade of human nature has 
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descended to us from the remote ages of antiquity ; 
while the mere sensualist^ the reckless, and the pro* 
fane, have (from abused and neglected powers) been 
buried in the oblivion-grave of shame and dishonour. 
As in moral society we find different grades, holding 
their rank according to their worth and character, so 
in the world of intellect do we find a station allotted 
{of the different degrees of Genius, Talent, and Ca- 
pacity. Capacity may be defined to be that order of 
intellect, which enables the possessor to comprehend 
any explanation of Poetry, Art, or Science, without 
having power to imagine or to execute. Talent^ 
possessing comprehension, joins with it the powers of 

imitation, (in regard to external nature) and success- 
fill execution. — ^For instance, in relation to the Arts — > 
Morkmd the Painter, in copying thecattle of a farm 
yard, evinced a Talent(and nonK)re)only in proportion 
as he was successful in the imitation of the models 
before him. The Spanish artist, MuriUo, possessed 
this same species of Talent, his subjects having been 
the wandering peasant^boy, — the beggar-girl, — ^the 
mendicant, or the road-side minstrel; — ^his success 
wholly depending upon the just portraiture of his 
models. Claude Lorraine possessed Talent of a high 



24 

ordet, because his subjects were more exalted ; yet 
his Landscapes having been generally copied from sur- 
Younding scenes^ evince only a successful power of 
imitation; in this there was no effort of Genius :— he 
was the faithful copyist of the sun-dad regions of a 
laiid^ which increased the gracefulness of his Talent by 
the poetic associations around him. Sahator Rosa is 
an iiistance of consummate Talent, approaching the 
confine of Genius; his banditti partake, not only of 
nature, but a poetry of effect, of light and shade, de- 
pending rather upon the will of the imagination, than 
that of imitation. Grenius, the most exalted of the 
intellectual faculties, depends upon itself, the essen- 
tials being an originality of invention, an imagin- 
ation of the most vivid description, together with a 
power, and a rapidity of execution. To illustrate 
Genius in regard to the Fine-Arts.—- The Laocoon, 
by the Rhodian Sculptors, ^ may be contemptated as 
an effort of Genius of the highest order ; for it must 
be evident, that no model could have been offered to 
the artists, to express the agony of despair visible in 
the distorted features of the Father and Children, 
writhing beneath the serpent-coil of their terrible 

t Athenodorusi Folydorus, Agesander, 
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dastroyers. The * Transfiguration/ bjr Raphael, is also 
a prodttctkm holding an eminent station among the 
works of Genius ; for it emanated, not from a model, 
but from poetic invention, and consummate skill in 
the executioni The artist who should copy this mas- 
terly effort with complete success, would be a man of 
Talent, but could not rank with, or partake of. 
Genius. I have thus endeavoured to draw the line 
of distincticm between Genius and Talent ; the former 
depending upcm originality, invention, and execu* 
tion; the latter upon imitation and execution only. 
Grenius is also divided into several degrees, according 
to the quality produced by the possessor. — ^The War- 
rior may evince a Genius in arranging the order of 
battle,-^in planning an attack,— in preparing for a 
defeat, — ^for all these depend upcm invention ai^d skill 
to execute, and may be termed the Genius o{phy^ 
steal action rather than that of superior intellect. In 
a few instances, history records the blending of the 
latter power, to a certain degree, with the fcarmer. 
The most remarkable character possessing these qua^ 
Uties, was the Athenian Zenopkon, not only cele- 
brated for his menK)rable retreat of the Ten Thousand 
after the battle of Cunaxa, but for his splendid 
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description of that important action; together with 
his Cyropoediaf and other works well known to the 
classic student. To these acquirements, he added 
the Philosopher of the School of Socrates, conjoined 
with the elegant and axxx»mplished Orator. Greece 
also presents Pericles as possessing the qualities 
of a Warrior^ the Statesman, and the Declaimer. 
Imperial Rome advances her claim to admiration in 
the possession of Julius Ceesar, renowned alike for 
his military skill — ^legislative ability — ^the elegant 
commentator of the Gallic wars — and for his elo- 
quence. Yet, the intellectual efforts of the Heroes 
that I have cited of Greece and Rome, were an 
imitation or description of scenes that they daily 
witnessed, — and consequently did not draw so largely 
upon invention and originality as to constitute' them 
authors of Genius. The most remarkable personage 
of modem times, possessing the Genius of action, con- 
joined with that of mental endowment, was Napoleon. 
By the persevering exercise of his innate qualities, 
we find him rising from the humble Corsican to the 
Dictator of— not only a Nation— but of Kings and 
Princes: — ^yet all his power, gigantic as it was> 
may be traced to his victories, and these to his 
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genius for successful action, the essentials of which 
were military invention and rapidity of execu- 
tion. With all his grandeur of character, we find 
him deficient in one of the most important in the 
human constitution, Judgment; — ^which can only 
emanate from a refinement of nature, consequent 
upon superior intellect. — ^The dazzling achievements 
of Austerlitz and Marengo, are o'erclouded when we 
contemplate the flames of Moscow, or the horrors of 
Boridino ! From the Soldier of Toulon to the Exile 
of the Ocean-Rock, though we may be bewildered 
in the administration of his, almost, super-human 
actions, accomplished in many instances by the 
momentum of physical courage, yet we perceive 
no meridian intellect like that which forms a halo 
aroimd the names of Homer, Virgil, Shakspeare, 
Milton, Newton, and of Franklin. The genius of 
intellect alone, unconnected with that of action, will, 
I think, appear the most powerfiil, firom the very fact 
of its being unconfined, and thereby enabled to soar 
with an eagle's flight to a superiority of excellence. 
This portion of the mental faculty must also be 
divided into different classes; the principle will 
be found to be Poetry and History. -f The latter. 
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though lasting, is seoondafy in ^ scale of intellect, 
for its province is a fiuthfiil record of events, and 
consequently is but the narration of time, place, and 
action^ though liable to be adorned with the language 
of elegance and beauty. — ^The Historian is chained 
down by certain rules, from which he cannot deviate, 

and to be faithliil, he cannot apply to the fountain of 
invention for aid in his laborious task, although his 
duty does not exclude a purity of diction, and what 
may be termed, a poetry of style. These qualities 
are <5onspicuous in Xenophon, Livy, Josephus, 
Tacitus, and Plutarch* The Historian is also guided 
and assisted in a manner peculiar to his composi* 
tions, by haying access to the arcWves of the nation 
which he desires to delineate, thereby acquiring not 
only a description of the battles and seiges, but often 
the very expressions, and even orations of those 
Heroes and Philosophers, the history of whom he 
would transmit to Posterity. In all this, it will be per- 
ceived, that invention and originality are not the con- 
stituent parts in the c(Hnpositionof Histc«-y: Poetiy 
therefcre depending wholly upon those principles, 
takes at once the highest flight in the Genius of 
Intellect. By Poetry, I do not mean mere rhyme 



29 

4>t metrical compositions^ but those heftven-^bom 
thoughts expressed by melody of laogiiAge, which 
«eem to emanate from the very spirit of inspiration, 
rather than from any earthly power. Ciwisequently, 
ihe most vivid flashes of Poetry may be found ia 
Prose compositions/ while the wc»8t of Prose has 
passed for Poetry, being disguised in the garb ^ 
rhyme md verse. Poetry, then, being allowed to 
rank as the most exalted in the wbrid of lotelleet, it 
remains to be shewn what species of the art c&llsfc^ 
our greatest admiratidn,*-For instance, Bloomfield's 
pastoral poem of the ''Farmer's Boy ** can liever 
Jiold a statioii in the ranks of grandeur; nor Pope-s 
" Essay on Man," however musical and elegant;, in 
the celsitude of Genius. The only two which caa 
hold a rivalry in the field of opinion, will be readily 
admitted to be the Epic and the Dramatic. I plae0 
the Epic first, only in chronological order; at the 
same time giving my unqualified opinion, that Dra- 
matic Poetry is the most exalted in the scale of the 
Genius of Intellect; and that that Poet is most 
worthy of our praise and honor, who has evinced the 
greatest power in this branch of art. I am well 
aware that my opinion thus boldly expressed, in 
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regard to the superiority of ^Dramatic over Epic 
Poetry, wiU call forth many oppcments in the world 
of Criticism ; but, as I should be unworthy of my 
present position before you, unless I could defend 
an opinion advance, I crave your patience, in order 
to vindicate this point. Bpic Poetry possesses, for 
its chief ingredient, heroic narrative; — ^thereby giving 
the author power to use noble and dignified lan- 
guage,r--measured and declamatory sentences ; — ^to 
herald and blazon forth the deeds of princes, and the 
brave achievements of sted-clad warriors : — all this 
display of chivalric action captivates from its very 
nature, and tends to allure the Wavering, and con* 
found the weak : — ^yet, in the Epic dialogue, we do 
not forg'et that we are reading ; — we are sddom 
identified with die scene to that extent, that we are 
lostinth^ characters before us; — the speeches of 
Nestor or of Achilles never appear to be what they 
are saying^ but what a third person narrates of what 
they said; consequently, their language is not that 
of present niiture, but of the historian recording, in 
v^se, the actions and language of the past. Dra- 
matie Poetry, of the highest order, is the living 
Janguaj^ of the mind— the heart— the soul ! We 
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forget oorselves in the tumult ofccmflicting passions^—* 
we are carried with a resistless force andd the scenes 
of love and tendamess^ or those of terror and despair. 
We have no third person to tell us what Othello 
^aict— the noble Mow is before us — we hear his qui^ 
vering voice, — ^we see his hurried step, — ^the jealous 
flai^ of his fi^ry eyes ; — ^we feel with him, that we 
are lost amid the wild riot of the passions, until at last 
the dew-4rpps of terror usurping the brow of peace,, 
we exclaim with him in the language of agpny and of 
misery — " Swell bosom with thy fraught, for 'tis of 
aspic's tongues ! " This is the contrast, my friends, 
between Epic and Dramatic Poetry : — ^the works of 

Homer and Virgil (like their language) will live as 
Grecian and Roman monuments of the past ; while 
those of Shakspeare, breathing the very soul of, 
nature, are a monimient of the Universe, erected by 
the hand of Genius, not iot the past only, but for the 
present, and for ever! Allowing, then, that Dramatic 
Poetry possesses superior Genius to its noUe rival, 
it must be s^wn who have been the Masters of the. 
Art; and by forming a comparison, present, by 
truth and argument, the Prince of Poets. First, then, 
in order of time, stands the Soldier-Poet of Marathon^ 
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Salamis, and Plataea^ — JEschylus. — This tragic wri- 
ter was the first who introduced Dialogue upon the 
Stage, it being found the only manner in which the 
passions could be presented, by having a contrast, 
which is one of the chief features in the Dramatic 
compositions. By a perusal of the works of this most 
difficult of the Greek Classics, it will be found that 
the imagination of the author, though powerful, and 
at times comprehensive, is wild and discordant, — 
teeming with prodigies, to the exclusion (rf probabi- 
lity ; and, by a general obscurity of style, to preclude 
the possibility of that clearness necessary to affect 
the mind and heart. The next Poet of antiquity, 
claiming our notice, is the warrior-oompanion of 
Pericles, — the Statesman Sophocles, — ^The writings 
of this author surpass those of his master, -^Eschylus, 
over whom he gained the prize for his first essay :— 
he avoided those exaggerations and distortions, by 
which his tutor's productions were injured; and 
though failing to a certain degree, in the delineation 
of love and tenderness, yet he took a high flight in 
grandeur and dignity. — ^When charged, by the in- 
gratitude of his children, with insamty, (in order to 
be possessed of the father's estates) his defence was 
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grand in^the extreme : — ^he simply read to his judgea 
his noble -tragedy of (Edipus Coloneus;— he was 
acquitted by the acclamation of Athens. The most 
successful Tragic Poet of antiquity was Euripides; 
who became so much beloved, not only, by Attica, 
but by Sicily, that when many of the Athenians, 
under Nicias, were taken prisoners by the Syracu- 
sanS, they were instantly released fr6m bondage, by 
reciting some of the poetry of the q)lendid writer. 
The more noble of his TragecUes were composed in 
sditude, — ^ina rocky cave of Salamis;^-he having 
previously stored his mind with the study of elo- 
quence under Prodicus, — ^philosophy imder Anaxa^ 
gorm. — and ethics from the Prince of moral wisdom, 
Socrates. The success of his rival, Sophocles, incited 
him to that perfection which has been the admiration 
of all ages. His expressions, in regard to tender and 
animated love, are peculiarly h9,ppy ; scmie of his 
passages of pathos approach the sublimity of thought, 
while even common phrases have received a finish 
truly beautiful. To the fact of the Grecians making 
tragic representations an essential part of their reli- 
gious worship, may be attributed the excellence ojf 
the classic rivals in the path of dramatic fame. Of 



u 

all the ancient writers^ Euripides is the only one who 
seems to identify himself with his diameters — ^to live 
for the time in the language of emotion, — he is 
no longer the writer — ^he becomes the unnatural 
Medea:— or the fury-maddened Orestes. It will in* 
stanfly be p^x^eived that this author approaches 
nearer to our own than any other ; yet the Gei^us 
of Euripides was not general, it was detached or in 
parts ; while that of Shakspeare is a faithful delinea- 
tion in every aspect of the language of Love, Ten- 
derness, Pathos, Pity, Jealousy, Terror, Madness or 
Ambition. — ^The tribunal of the Passions have, at his 
command, yielded up to him the secret of their 
power; he has become the mighty inquisitor of 
the human heart ; he has searched, with nearly un* 
earthly power, the windings and mazes of nature's 
mechanism; he has placed before us the hidden 
secrets of ourselves ; we are forced, at his behest, to 
tremble for the possession of a lurking vice; or at 
his magic touch, our hearts rebound with rapture, as 
some noble sentiment finds an echo from the emotion 
of the Soul. — Even as Mont Blanc, crowned with its 
vestal diadem, rises in grandeur and sublimity, 
towering in majestic superiority above its Alpine 
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princes^ — in like manner does Shakspeare mount to 
the empyrean of the sky, and from his exalted 
throne, he views the surrounding kings of intellect 
offering a tribute to their mightier moiiarch, who (as 
his prototype) iuCTeases the brightness of their sta- 
Hon, by the d^zling spleiidour of his ow ! 

The Bard of Avon has been cei^ured by foreign 
critics with gross anachorisms; and by our own with 
obscurity and vulgarity. I will answer the first charge 
by an anecdote in a Spanish translation of Hamlet. 
In translating the melancholy wish of the prince to 

end his existence— 

** Oh« that this too^ too solid flesh would melt, 
" Thaw, and resolve itself into a dew ! 
** Or that the Everlasting had not fizM 
** His oanon 'gainst self slaagfater ! *' 

the Spanish author translates it thus : — 

"Or that the Everlasting had not fiz'd 
" His artUlery agunst soidde.'' 

He then observes in a note — " Tids is another gross 
unachorism of Shakspeare/ Jbr, in the time of 
Hamlet, artillery was not invented*' This will 
serve as a general specimen of foreign critics Upon our 
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Prince pf Poets, with the exception of the German, 
who have the enviable distinction of approaching 
(both with pen and pencil t) nearer to the Genius of 
Shakspeare than any other nation; consequently, 
, that country has given a tribute to the Poet, which 
no other can boast of, — that of being in four transla- 
tions in the German language. The same tribute 
has been paid to our Bard (though in a less degree) 
by the Italian, French, Danish, Hungarian, Swe- 
dish, Bohemian, Belgium, and the Spanish 
tongues. — Several of his tragedies have been trans- 
lated into the Russian language. The play of the 
Merchant of Venice, and the tragedy of Julius 
Caesar, ♦ have been translated into the Freisian, a 
language spoken by the fragment of a people. There 
yet remains to be mentioned another nation which has 
given this honor to Shakspeare, and where a de- 
scendant! of princes, became their tragic Queen, 
unmindful of customary laws, but carried on by a de- 
votion to mind and intellect. It is with peculiar fond- 
ness, yet with heart-felt melancholy, that I pause to 
pronounce that nation's name; — ^this hesitation does 

-*- Schlegel and Retsch. 

'* They are dedicated to the accomplished Schohir, Dr. John Bowring. 

> Countess Leduohowska.— The Mrs. Slddons of that Country. 
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not arise from any feeling of censure upon the deeds of 
that country, but of scorn and indignation as I contem- 
plate those of its ruthless destroyer. The nation that 

breathed forth the music of our Bard, has not only 
been " blotted from the Map of Europe," but from 
the world of literature ! Where is the intellectual 
student whose heart does not throb with agony, as it 
reflects that the Language of a nation is suddenly 
cast into oblivion — ^that its dying echoes only are to 
be heard in the earth-caverns of Siberia ; — or even, 
if cherished in a land of freedom, by some more for- 
tunate exile, it may at last amalgamate with that 
country's, in which he found a shelter and protec- 
tion. There is no wreck or desolation, over which 
Pity will reject its sympathy. The majestic oak, 
torn by the tempest, and mouldering in the dust ; 
the gallant war-steed, when amid the carnage of a 
battle, it lies to become a prey for carrion; the 
noble vessel which had braved the gale and storm, 
— when floating a dismasted hull upon those waters, 
o'er which she had formerly glided like their lord ; the 
noble eagle that had soared on the wings of freedom 
to gaze upon the sununmoved—- when withered upon 
the barren rock ; the monarch of the forest, whose 
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former presence majesty might imitate,— when his 
bones are scorching amid the sands of the desert; 
a dassic temple, once the emblem of Minerva, when 
despoiled of her statues and her marbles ; — far greater 
still, when Man, '^ the image of the Creator," abuses 
his innate powers, and passing a life of sloth and in- 
dolence, fidls unheeded into a nameless grave, there 
to mingle with his native dust, unsought^ unknown :— 

but what are these ruins and desolations, when 
compared to the wreek of a nation's Genius? when 
the very engine of that Genius — ^its Language — is 
torn asunder by the hand of power and despotism ! 
Think not, my friends, that this sympathy for Poland 
is mis-timed or mis-placed ; our cmly regret should 
be, that we are ordained to live in such a period of 

the world, when a noble nation has been destroyed 
amid the calm observance of surrounding kingdoms, 
having power to prevent it. — No, my friends, this 
sympathy is not mis-timed ; — ^we are assembled here 
lo pay a tribute of honor to the glory of our Poet and 
his works ; and if, from the votive wreath of lan- 
guages which adorns his name, one leaf is stripped, 
wc^ds are too weak to express our sorrow for the 
withered fibres, — ^words are too poor to portray our 



indignation at the deed^ — ^scom and hatred have no 
power to herald forth our abhorrence for the destroyer! 
Poland ! at thy death-blow^ nature paused in wonde^r 
at the deed. Woe to that Python of the North, upon 
whom yet may fall the avenging arrows of an insulted 
Godj 

Were I before an audience of Russian AutocratSi 
perhaps I should be called up(Hx to forfeit with my 
life for my present feeling ; but, being before an a&* 
sembly of hearts warm with fireedom, I do not fear 
but thfii the sympathy will find an echo in every 
bosom. 

The apparent faults of Shakspeare are (as I 
before hinted) obscenity or vulgarity, togetli^ 
with a carelessness of style. I confess that tjiese 
faults are conspicuous in many pages ;.---but can any 
one affirm that these faults emanated from the Poet 1 
It is admitted by all parties, that Shakspeare did not 
overlook the publication of any of his productions ; 
€Lnd that the first complete edition appeared seven 
years after his death. — ^From whom, then, could th^ 
^tors obtain their manuscript 1— Not ficom the au- 
thor, fcff it is not likely that seven 3rears would hav^ 
elapsed-before their publication. The editors of the 
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folio edition say themselves, in excuse for their 
imperfections, " It had been a thing (we confess) 
worthy to have been wished, that the author himself 
had lived to have set forth and overseen his own 
writings." Had they been sure of the absence of 
errors, they would have had no occasion for this 
apology. They also speak of " collecting'' the plays 
for publication. I have already shewn that they did 
not possess them from the Poet. — ^The question 
naturally arises, from whom then ? My belief and 
answer are, from the manuscript of the characters 
belonging to the respective actors; or from the 
prompt-book of the theatre. The charge of gross 
vulgarity (of course) arises more immediately from 

the language of the characters represented by the 
low cxmiedians, or as they were called, clowns, in the 
time of the Poet. — ^Let me take a review of the 
general behaviour of that branch of the profession, 
even at the present day. — When they have acquired 
the words of their part or character, (which is al- 
ways, for a new play, given to them in manuscript) 
they play it according to their original study for the 
first night or two ; but, as they are more familiar 
with the acting of the character, and by degrees can 
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take more liberties with the audience, they introduce 
(night after night) low wit, and vulgarity that the 
author never once dreamt of. — ^These attempts at 
wit, however, making the vulgar laugh, are often 
inserted by them in the original manuscript of their 
characters, in order to preserve them from forgetful- 
ness, incase any new play or comedy should inter- 
vene. I can well believe that Shakspeare often 
heard in his time, this vanity for applause, to the 
exclusion (or injury, at least,) of taste and dignity, — 
He must, I think, have felt the injury, or to what 
cause must we attribute the following professional 
rebuke ? — "And let those who play your clowns (i. e. 
low comedians)^eai no more than is set chum for 
them; for there be of them, that will themselves laugh, 
to set on some quantity of barren spectato]:s to laugh 
too, though in the meantime some necessary question 
of the play be then to be considered : — ^that's viUian- 
ous, and shews a most pitiful ambition in the/oo/ that 
uses it." It cannot be believed, that I would even 
attempt to injure any branch of a profession, to which 
I have devoted every energy of my life ; but my 
duty is to unfold the truth, which I have done fear- 
lessly, though not from mere caprice, or to shelter 



42 

the Poet unjustly, at the espence of others. I stand 
not here as the apologist, but as the advocate of 
Shakspeafe ; and these vulgarities that have been 
termed ihe faults of the Bard, may be attributed to 
others rather than to himsel£ 

It has also bea:i brought as a &ult against our 
Poet, that he was ignorant of ancient literature,—^ 
that he paid no attention to the established unities, — 
and that his style is far beneath that of the classics* 
Now, I am wiHing to allow that he was ignorant of 
the classics in the original tongues ; — ^that he had, 
AS Ben Jcmson said, " small Latin, and less Greek; ** 
that he had no Prodicus to tea^h him the rules of 
Eloquence ;— no Anaxcyorus to teach him Philoso^ 
phy ;«-no Socrates to teach him in the wisdom-lore 
of Ethics. — ^I am willii^ to allow that he did not re-^ 
ceiveinstriiciwnoT assistance fBS did Euripides from 
the Grecian Philosc^ers ; — ^that he never read the 
works of the Athenian Aristophanes, — ^the Roman 
Plautus, or the Carthagenian Terence, and conse- 
quently never copied ihem. All that prejudice can 
point against him fer ignorance of classic authors, I 
"wish not to defend; but, does not this very condem- 
nation increase his fSame ten thousand fold ?— Does 
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it not prove the gigantic Genius of Sh£dtq)e«re 1— 
that he should have been enabled^ jfirom his oton 
mind, to affect, — ^unassisted, — all and more than ever 
was accomidi^ed by the tragic or comic writers of 
Greece or Rome, — living to but half iheir age^ — 
aided, as they were, \fy the philosophers of the aca- 
demy — the moral intructors of flie world. 

In regard to ttie writers of the time in which 
Shakspeare lived, there can be no parallel, and conse- 
quently no comparison ; for he wrote, at least, two 
centuries in advance of the period of his compositions. 
They werenot only for the age of Elizabeth and James, 
but as the Grecian t said of his own Histories, "^ 
Possessionfor Everlasting :" And that it will be so, we 
may judge by the examples of the past, for wherever 
intellect has made entrance, there Shakspeare is to be 
found; and even more, he has opened the portals of 
the mind ; — enlarging its capacity, — ^given it power to 
contemplate and to execute, as in the case of a pea- 
sant when first witnessing a performance. Every 
grade of society has felt his influence, and paid 

* i£»chyki8 died at 69; Eoripidesat 78; Sophocles at 91 years of 
age : Shakspeare lived only 62 years ! 

+ Thucydides. 
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not here as the apcdogist, but as the advocate of 
Shalcspeue ; and these vulgarities that have beea 
tenned HiBftatlit of the Bard, may be attributed to 
others rather than to hiiiisel£ 

It has also beai brought as a fault against out 
Poet, that he was ignorant of ancient litexature,— 
that be paid no attention to the established unities,— 
and that bis style is far beneath that of the classics. 
Now, I am wiUing to allow that he was ignorant of 
the classics in the original tongues ; — that he had, 
as Ben Jousoa said, " small Latin, and less Greek; " 
that he had no Prodicua to teach him the rules of 
Eloquence ; — no Ajutxagorta to teadi him Philoso- 
phy •,-^asi Secraies to teach him in the wisdom-lcse 
of Ethics. — I am willing to allow that be did not re- 
ceive iMstmcHttn. or aanstance, as did Euripides firan 
the GcTQcian Philosophers ; — that he never read the 
works of the Athenian Axistophanes, — the Koman 
Plautus, or the Carthagenian Terence, and conse- 
quently never copied them. All that prejudice can 
pmnt against him for ignorance of daseic authors, I 
~wish not to defend ; but, does not this very condem- 
nation increase his lame f fuld I — Uous 
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whose discovery he glimpses at in the expression, 

. ** I am no pilot ; yet, wert thou as far 
" Ab that vast short nxuhed bp the furthest tea^ 
" I would adventure for snch merehandixe.'^ * 

A land that cannot hoast, 'tis true, of her Saxon or 
her N(n:man castles-*-those palaces of feudal power :— 
nor can she point to the pilgrim's eye, the ruined 
abbey, or the ivy-dad cathedral : — no gothic halls 
glitter with the dazzling annour of departed war- 
riors; no evening breeze flutters o'er a tomb, the 
tattered pennons of chivalric knights : nor does the 
morning sun e'er cast its beams upon the grey walls 
of a ruined palace.^ — Yet she possesses the cathe- 
drals of a thousand years, formed by the spreading 
branches of her eternal forests ; — ^her broad, deep 
rivers glide on slow, unmurmering^ and majestic, tho 
emblem of her grandeur: — her mountains rise in 
sublimity, " doud-capp'd,** to the skies : her plains 
and valleys £Eir outstretch the human eye: her 
ocean-lakes seem but the mirrors of nature and of 
Heaven: — ^while her mighty cataracts echo from 
shore to shore, the loud thunders of adoration to the 

* Romeo and Juliet. 
6 
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Deity ! The mind of man expanded by scenes like 
these, — ^the soil of that nation therefore posesses, 
like your own, — a Temple rear*d to Freedom, — 
whose corner-stone is founded upon our natural 
rights; around whose columns are entwined the 
wreaths of peace and benevolence ; whose statues 
are dedicated to mind and intellect ; whose entabla- 
ture is adorned with the emblems of art, science, 
commerce, and agriculture ; the fire of whose altar is 
guarded by Liberty and Justice ; whose walls re- 
verberate, in language like your own, with Man's 
deep-toned gratitude to his Maker and his Grod! 
This is not all America possesses ; — she hath within 
her very heart a secret pride, which she would not 
exchange for any, in visionary thought, or stem re- 
ality ; — it is a pride posterity will find within her 
laws; penned within her archives; and traced 
upon the tablet of her fame. — It is a pride breathing 
through her very language; proclaimed aloud by 
her page of history ; and years yet unborn shall 
echo within her Senate Chamber, the glorious un- 
fading truth—" England is our Father-land ! *' In 
that country they require no translation to under- 
stand the works of Shakspeare ; they enjoy them in 
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the same language as yourselves. — The mental am- 
brosia is before them, and they feast largely from 
the Banquet. Her Fifteen Million Voices hav6 re- 
sounded to his praise; and each year in their devotion 
do they add a garland to his vglory ! Well might 
the prophetic Bard exclaim* 

" Uow many ages hence, 
" SbaU this our lofty scene be acted o'er, 
" In STATES unbortit and accents yet unknown ! " 

" STATES," then unbom, Jiave acted o'er his lofty 
scene, and their arms are opened wide, to receive, 

" in accents yet unknown," the Tragedians of 
Britannia! 

Next to the honorable exercise of the mental 
powers by the living, there can be no action of our 
lives more worthy of mankind, than that of paying a 
tribute to the Genius of the dead. — This is not done 
by " the pomp and circumstance " of gaudy funeral 
processions, where the ceremony is remembered, and 
not the ma/i; but by a protection of his ashes, his 
memory, and his works: for ofl«n the earthly remains 
of Genius are conveyed to their grave, with scarce 

* Vide Julius Ca;sar. 
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former presence majesty might imitate,— when his 
bones aire scorching amid the sands of the desert; 
a classic temple, once the emblem of Minerva, when 
despoiled of her statues and her marUes ; — far greater 
still, when Man, '^ the image of the Creator," abuser 
his innate powers, and passing a life of sloth and in- 
dolence, &lls unheeded into a nameless grave, there 
to mingle with his native dust, unsought, unknown :— 

but what are these ruins and desolaticms, when 
compared to the wreek of a nation's Greniusi when 
the very engine of that Genius — ^its Language — is 
torn asunder by the hand of power and despotism ! 
Think not, my friends, that this S3rmpathy for Poland 
is mis-timed or mis-placed ; our cmly regret should 
be, that we are ordained to live in such a period of 

the world, when a noble nation has been destroyed 
amid the calm observance of surrounding kingdoms, 
having power to prevent it. — No, my friends, this 
sympathy is not mis-timed ; — ^we are assembled here 
to pay a tribute of honor to the glory of our Poet and 
his works ; and if, from the votive wreath of lan- 
guages which adorns his name, one leaf is stripped, 
words are too weak to express our sorrow for the 
withered fibres, — ^words are too poor to portray our 
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indignation at the deed^ — ^scom and hatred have no 
power to herald forth our abhorrence for the destroyer! 
Poland ! at thy death-bloW; nature paused in wonder 
at the deed. Woe to that Python of the North, upon 
whom yet may fall the avenging arrows of an ins^ulted 
God! 

Were I before an audience of Russian Autocrats^ 
perhaps I should be called up(m to forfeit with my 
life for my present feeling ; but, being before an as^ 
sembly of hearts warm with freedom, I do not feax 
but that the sympathy will find an echo in every 
bosom. 

The apparent faults of Shakspeare are (as I 
before hinted) obscenity or vulgarity, togetli^ 
with a careles$ness of style. I confess that t^ese 
faults are conspicuous in many pages ;_but can any 
one affirm that these faults emajoatedirom the Poet 1 
It is admitted by all parties, thatShakspeare did not 
overlook the publication of any of his productions ; 
and that the first complete edition appeajred sev^ 
years after his death. — From whom, then, could the 
^tors obtain their manuscript l-^Not from the au- 
thor, for it is not likely that seven 3rear3 would hav^ 
«lapsed-befi)re their publication. The editors of the 
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former presence majesty might imitate,— when his 
bones are scorching amid the sands of the desert; 
a classic temple, once the emblem of Minerva, when 
despoiled of her statues and her marbles ; — ^far greater 
still, when Man, '^ the image of the Creator," abuses 
his innate powers, and passing a life of sloth and in- 
dolence, fitlls unheeded into a nameless grave, there 
to mingle with his native dust, imsought, unknown :— 

but what are these ruins and desolations, when 
compared to the wreek of a nation's Greniusi when 
the very engine of that Genius — ^its Language — is 
torn asunder by the hand of power and despotism ! 
Think not, my friends, that this S3rmpathy for Poland 
is mis-timed or mis-placed ; our only regret should 
be, that we are ordained to live in such a period of 
the world, when a noble nation has been destroyed 
amid the calm observance of surrounding kingdoms, 
having power to prevent it. — No, my friends, this 
sympathy is iu)t mis-timed ; — ^we are assembled here 
to pay a tribute of honor to the glory of our Poet and 
his works ; and if, from the votive wreath of lan- 
guages which adorns his name, one leaf is stripped, 
words are too weak to express our sorrow for the 
withered fibres, — ^words are too poor to portray our 
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indignation at the deed^ — ^scom and hatred have no 
power to herald forth our abhorrence for the destroyer! 
Poland ! at thy death-bloW; nature paused in wonder 
at the deed. Woe to that Python of the North, upon 
whom yet may fall the avenging arrows of an insulted 
God! 

Were I before an audience of Russian Autocrats^ 
perhaps I should be called up(m to forfeit with my 
life {o£ my present feeling ; but, being before an as* 
sembly of hearts warm with £reedom, I do not feax 
but thai; the sympathy will find an echo in^very 
bosom. 

The apparent faults of Shakspeare are (as I 
before hinted) obscenity or vulgarity, togetli^ 
with a carelessness of style. I confess that t^ese 
faults are conspicuous in many pages ;^*but can any 
one affirm that these faults emajuatedirom the Poet 1 
It is admitted by all parties, that Shakspeare4id not 
overlook the publication of any of his productions ; 
and that the first complete editicm appeajred seven 
years after his death. — From whom, then, could ih^ 
^tors obtain their manuscript 1— Not Snom the au- 
thor, for it is not likdy that seven years would hav^ 
elapsed-belbre their publication. The editors of the 
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the manes of the departed watch and hover o*er the ^/ 
living,— -how must thy spirit, O ! Shakspeare ! re-- 
bound through its ^' airy regions/' as the voice of 
nations is lifted to thee in love and admiration ! 
May the tribute of this assembly, uttered through the 
humble effinrts of the Pilgrim from the New- World, 
be received as emanating from the heart, in 
adoration to thy Genius; {ox the praise that is 
offered to thee, ! Shakspeare ! is but gratitude to 
a mightier power ; — and rising from the inmost soul, 
it ascends on the voice of thanksgiving, to the 
throne of that God, who ordained thee to receive 
THE VENERATION OF THE UNIVERSE. 
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